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SIN THE TRANSGRESSION OF
THELAW—CHRIST MANIFEST-
ED TO TAKE AWAY SIN.
Jomx $np. 4111 :—* Whosoever commit-
- etk sin transgresseth also the law, for

sinis the transgression of the law. 5.

And ye know that ke was manifested (o

take away our sins ; and in him is no

“‘n.”

The simple account of sin is, that it is
the transgression of the law. We may
sodeavour to palliate sin, to excuse our
individual sin, but it still remains what
itishere described, the trausgression of
thelaw. How apt are we to think light-
&of sin! But palliate it as we may,

ink lightly of it as wemay, it isa great-
erevil, it 1nvolves greater disasters, it
entails more fearful consequences, thar
ifthe universe were destroyed. If this
universe were destroyed, 1t would in-
volve 1o evil, it could be replaced. But
God'slaw once broken, nothing could
repair that: at least, it zequired the
death of the Son of God tg repair it. A
moral’ disorder ; the line once crossed
from good to evil; an event has taken
Place which eternity will not efface, and
nothing will rectify. Whbat can repair
moral evil?  Suppose the death of the
Bon of God  fable, what can rectify the
moral disorder that is in the universe ?
Wesay, then, that the transgression of
thelaw is no slight, no common evil—
Tsit not the greatest proof of the depra-
ity of our natures that we are so insen-
shle to the evil that a single transgressi-
ot the law must be?  Ilad we that
haw purely in our hearts, unviolated, as it
wasinscribed there by the finger of God,
arasit must be there in the very consli-
fion of owr nature, we would
%t how evil a thing the transgression of

it rgust necessarily be. Evil! the only
evil that can exist. Let the law of God
be preserved entire, and there would bs
no evil. No evil could deface this (air
creation.  All would be as God made it:
all would be holy, good, lovely, happy-
It is the transgression of the law which
is the cause of all evil, the beginning of
all disorder—the source of all misery.—
Sin is the transgression of the law. Were-~
gard this as perhaps the profoundest state-
ment of God’s word.Remember when you
commit sin, that it is the transgression of
the law. Ponder that, and the more
you think of it, you will hate sin more,
you will see its evil more, you will fear
1t more, and you would rather do any-
thing than sin, you would rather be fres
from sin than from any calawity. Hence
Scripture says: % fools make a mock as
sin”  If we knew what sin is, we would
repent of it with our whole hearts: we
would shun it with all our might; in-
stead of making a mock of it. ?‘Iothing
would tempt us to commit it: no, how-
ever inviting the temptation, however ur-
gent the solicitation, however alluring
the bait held out to us: we would spurn
it away ; we would break its bonds hike
the withes which encircled Samson : our
la.n%ua e wculdalwaysbe,—and wespeak
of the least sin as well as the greatest,—
shall Ido this and sin against God ?
We beliove the great difference between
a renewed man, and another man, is, thag
the former has a proper sight of sin: he -
secs it to be the transgression of the law 3
while the other has no such view of it—
1t is on this account that the one sees ths
least sin to be exceeding sinfu), and is
disturbed by what wonld never costana-
ther a single thought. We perceive ac-
cordingly what view the Psaimist took of



