6 SUNDAY SCHOOL BA NNER

: e came to his own (7 tBia ), his
reated world, his rightful domain, but his
own (ol tdio ), “they that were his own,” that
is, the Jewish nation, received him not. This
change in meaning is indicated in the Greek by
the change in gender, ra lSia being neuter and
ol ior being masculine,

12. Power [*“right”] to become sons
[“children” )] —The capacity to become such we
Possess as men, the right” as Christians who
believe on his name. But we become children
only by being born, and “children of God” only
by being born “from aboye” (compare John 3. 3)
of God.

14, Was made—\ore correctly, as in
Revision, became (Gr. &yévero), the sense of the
Greek here signifying that the act was voluntary
on the part of the Logos,

Flesh (odpf) —Indicating both the reality

the

[Jan, 1

and the completeness of Christ’s
ture,

Dwelt—ltet(er, tabernacled, that is, dwelt as
in a tent (Gr, {okfivaoey, from ok, a tent or
tabernacle),

16. Grace for Brace—DBetter,
grace, grace in abundance,
grace following the other,

17. The Law—The first special revelation
from God to man was given by l“lhrough"], by
means of, Muses, but the fuller and higher reve-
lation of grace and truth came by l“thraugh"],
in, Jesus Christ, the Logos, who, having now
become incarnate, is henceforth spoken of by
the names by which he is known in history,

18. In the bosom of—In constant intimate
communion with the Father, and yet at the same
time the perfect medium through whom God re-
veals himself to man,

human na-

grace upon
one manifestation of

The Lesson Exposition

BY J. 1,

Tur Ovrroog
For six months we
life of Christ :

are to survey
but this time we

again the
are to view it
through another me-

dinm  than that
through  which e

looked in the studies
of the gospels which
we took up a year
ago; and the altj-
tude of our outlook
18 higher,

First of all, we
are to look upon the

life of Christ

through the eyes of

John, the beloved

€ disciple, There was

ouly one man in the world of all his dis-
ciples who could  fully interpret Socrate
and that man wag Plato.  Other men the
were who could chronicle the events of his

life: but Plato entered into the heart of his
philosophy,  Bogy Il was the only man who
could adequately write the life of Johnson,
Others were intimate with him, and could tell
many things ahont him; but his great biog-
rapher, through years of g iation and admira-
tion that was almost worship, was able to tell
the story of his life so perfectly as to immortal-
ize at once the subject and the writer of the
I»iogrnphy. So there was just one man who
could write the fina) life of Jesus, and that man
was John, whose insight of Jo » had penetrated to
the depths of his Lord’s character and teachings,

n the second place, the height from which
We are to look on the life of Jesus in these
studies is at the altitude of hig absolute divinity,
And so the portrayal which he gives us brings

MC FARLAND, D.D,

out the loftiest aspects
and his teachings,
THe Keynore or Jous's Gospgr,
John strikes the keynote of his gospel in the
title which he applies to Christ in the opening
sentence—*the Word,” 7o John Christ was
always the revealer of God, the one through and
in whom God was declared and manifested, And
this thought lies in the title “the Word,” with
which the prologue opens, It js the office of g
word to reveal an other ise hidden thouglt of the
mind. So Christ ws the Word of God,” in the
sense that in him God perfectly revealed or ut-
tered himself. In him dwelt all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily. He was the all-inclusiye

Word into which all the contents of the divine
mind poured jtself,
THE EterNar, REVEALER

The function of Christ as the Son of God has
always been that of revealer, He was the Word
from the beginning, that is, from eternity, His
work as revealer of God did not begin with his
birth into oup humanity, but was merely con-
tinued in a ney sphere and in a new way. From
everlasting the Worq was the revealer of (loqd
to all intelligences in worlds, by what
methods and (o what extent we may not know,
And Christ will always be in all worlds and in
all ages the reyealop of God, for he will never
cease to be “the Word,”

of his nature, his works,

Curisr Tug CreATOR

“All S were made through him.” As
the author of Hebrews (1, 2) puts it, “by whom
also he made the vorlds.” And Paul (1 Cor.
8. 6) states it v strongly : “One Lorq Jesus
Christ, hy whom are gl things, and we by him.”
That is, Creator not simply of “the words,” but
of us and of aj| intelligences also, God was re-
vealed and continues to be revealed in creation,
and the Word, that became flesh, was and is
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