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8nd rat until ten. After ten, the chamber met
s might be required, to hear reports, for consul-
htlon, and for other purposes. On Wednesdays
%0d Saturdays the great chamber sat with closed
0?78, to consider matters of state, the enregis-
Ting of decrees, and to hear parties opposing
m‘m’i&ges. There were sfternoon sessions Tues-
¥8 and Saturdays. At the morniny sessions,
the pregidents, fiom All Saints' Day to the An.
Bunciation of the Virgin, sat in an ermine robe
8nd cap. The rest of the year they were ar-
™yed in a scarlct robe. In the afternoon meet-
088, all were arrayed in black gowns.

One would have supposed that the early hours,
:hich must have made miserable the lives of
Ur ancestors, would have been changed by the
¢ighteentn century. Still, in the great case of
a © diamond necklace, in 1786, the court met at
QUatter past six. One hundred and cighty-
::.‘t':ﬂ members of Parliament, for nine months,
Bed to that famous trial, which excited an
Dterest unequalled by any case not political in
Bature which Europe has seen.
‘tThe fate of that glittering ornament, valued
half 5 willion, which was made for a king’s
iﬂtresﬁ, distracted all Europe, belped the
:"flfall of the ill-fated Marie Antoinette, and
in:msl-jed the last important sulject for the
¢stigation of the great court, which for five
Undreq years had administered the laws and
Uenced the destinies of France.
F‘;Z:xe have yet to sketch the political réle of the
avechvcourts. It was one which might well
“qna) 8iven the P;l'rliament of Paris a power
o to that of its great namesake of England.
eother body in France had any control upon
e°‘s:’nonarc.hy. The States-General failed, for
“pemt:fi Wl.nch cannot bL traced here, to become
on 1ve in the national history. The French
A hy tended to become absolute. A cus-
Which originally was mercly a form, by one
is :SB changes which often occur in political
°°ntros]' ' feemed destined to exercise a powerful
ug upon the unlimited authority of the
the z:a «:\s fanl' back as 803, under Karl, we find
” i:’;wla.rm read and published in a public
aris before the échevins. Obedience to
the :"“. Promised, and they were signed by
o 13, bishops, abbés, and counts, with
o B hands, The reading and adoption of
Toyal edicts geem to have Been regarded as
Y to make them effective. The enregis-

tering of ordinances with the Parliament was
the continnance of this ancient practice. The
custom had a natural origin. There was no other
means of publishing the royal will to the com-
munity. The fittest way to inforin all of the
contents of the king’s edicts was to have them
solemnly enrolled in the records of the court for
the district. It scems to have been conceded,
when the uncertain forms of government had
become fixed, that a royal edict or ordinance had
no force or validity until it had been registered
by the local court or Parliament. Registry was
required, therefore, from cach of the Parlia
ments of France. But here, as so often in
French history, the Revolutions and changes
of Paris were those of the entire kingdom:.

The local courts rarely did aught but follow
in the footsteps of the Parliament of Paris ;
and the history of the struggles of the judici Ty
for power are to be found almost exclusively
in the annals of that body.

It was an easy and a natural step from the ne-
cesgity of registration, for Parliament to claim
the power of deciding whether that registration
should be allowed. The popes, who had the right
of crowning the emperor of the holy Roman em-
pire, soon insisted that, as the coronation was ne-
cessary before the title could be assumed, such a
right involved the power of deciding whether
that great dignity would be worthily bestowed.
‘I'he possessor of power that must be invoked
soon claims a discretion in its exercise.

There can be no doubt that the power of
registiation in Parliament was originally only
clerical.  The king made the decree ; the court
published it to the world, and enrolled it on
its registers as a part of the law it was to ad-
minist'r. The enlargement of this authority
wag, however, a healthful change. Many an
institutivn most valuable to frecdom hassprung
from the dead husk of some worthless form.

The power of registration or rejection of
royal decrees possessed by a body better fitted
for the office might have made France a consti-
tutional monarchy. But the long struggles of
the French judiciary with the king did not
Lring forth the fruits that might have Leem
hoped for. 'I'he power of the Parliament to
refuse registration of edictsp unless supported
by sufficient ‘moral and popular pressure to
compel acquiescence, was strangely restricted.
If the Parliament refused to register an edict,



