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them @ 1oyully huspitable entertainment. Paitly | Flowers of every g uxd name were profusely dis-  heauty, they would make a way for themsclves.—
The lust ceremonies of presentation over, cach

by way ot triumph in the sucoess of their moves
ments hitherto, and partly by way of smusing, and
ut the same tinte nverawing their entertainess, the
Spanianls, the day after their arrival in thy city,
made n grand military display in their quarters, and
in the neighhoring streets,  ‘They exeraised their
prancing steeds in all. the. feats of horsemanship,
weing, Jeaping, ond cancering, in all the witd ma-
Justy of the trained clarget, wnder the three fokd
disciplive ot bit and spur, wnsichicering shont.—
I'hey rushed upon cach other in the mock warfare
o the toaniunent, with claslig sword and glan-
van spear, aud then, discharging their carbines in
the airysepurated anzid clouds of dust awd smoke,
us it driven usunder by the bolts of heaven in their
awn hands,  ‘The astenished nativee, accustomed
anly to the simple weapons of primitive watfare,
lmked on with undisguised admirtion, not un-
wived with tear,  ‘Lhe strangs beings helote them,
wiclditizz auch unwonted pow g, scemed indeed to
have deseended upon emth from some higher
sphere, and to partake of that mysterious and fear-
tul chanietcr, swhich they had beeh wont to avetibe
tu iubabitants of the spiritual world.  But when,
w elosing off the day’sentertainment, they brought
unt the oud-monthed artillery, and shook e very
founrdationsof the city with their ofterepeated thun-
dersy the spirit of the Aztec sunk within hin, aml
fie felt, as be retired to his dwelling, that it was for
no gomd end, that men ofsuch power, having such
teartul engines at their comniagd, had heen per-
wsitted to fix their quarters in one of the fortresses
ol "Fenochtitfan,

« Alas ! szifd an ancient Cacique from the nor-
thern fiontier, ¢ weare fallen upen evil times.—
Onr enemies are even now in the citadel—encmies
whotn we know not, whose mode of warfare we
dp not understand, whose weapous defy alike ous
powersal imitglionand resistance,  Let usabandon
the field, and retive to the far neyth,. whence our
fathers came,.aud rear & new empire amid the im-
pregnable fastiess of the mountains.”

« Who talks of.abandoning the ficld to the en-
emy 1 interupted Guatimozinq~—*Let no Aztec
harbor so base o thought.  Rather let us stand by
our altars and die, if die we must.?

« Right,” cried the youthful prince Axayatl,
from thesouthem slope of the Sierra,,* why shounld
the all-comuering Aztee trewble at this display
of the mysteriousstranger.?  Are not, the millions
af Anahuae a match fora tew hundred of their en-
einies, in. whatever fonn they come? DBe they
gods, o bethgy.demous, they belony noito this sail,
nor this soil to them,.and, by all our altars and all
our gods, they must Teting or perish, though we:
apd our wives, and our children perish pith them,”

« Give us your hand, brave Axaytl,” excluimed
Cuitlahua and Gaatimozin, at the same instant,
« be that one vow in life and_indeath,and wo-to the
base Aztee, that abandons the standard of Monte-
zuma, or whispers of sulunission to the haughty
hanger.” -

‘Ibus were the councils of the. ppople divided be-
tyween a timid superstition, and a bsld uncompro-
ising patriotizn,  ‘There wanted not the material,
it well directed, to.annihilate, at a blow, the hopes
of the daring invaders,  “Thearm of the nation wa
strong and sinewey, but « the head was sick, and
the heatt fant.”?  “Fhe anperor, the hitherto proud
apd sell-sufficient Montezima,~

Lake a struck cagle fainting in his rest,
had cowered to a phantom ef his owndiscased im-
agination, and weakly consented to tegard them vs
gods, whose passions, appelites and vices proved
th,em to be nen, and whose diminizhed mnml-crs,

tribmted through thé Tooms, clnstered, in heautitul,
vages, or hung in gosgeous festoons and Muxurious

chaplets fromithe wally, The costume afthemon-

arehand. his coust was 18 sieh.and gorgtous, us the

rate und variegated plumage, with a Javished uscof

gold aad gens, could make it.  ‘Lhe women were

ae splendidly apparelled’ ns the men.  Magy of

them were extremely beantiful,  Some were dis-i
tinguished for their casy refineent of mauers, |
which charmed. no Jess than it astonished, the

Castitinn kuights, who hal been accustomed to

suppose that nothing so beautiful, or refined, could

be found without the bonlers of Spain!

By special comnand of the Empceror, all his no-
Wes were present ap this festival, o that Guatimo-
zin, contrary to his owh will and purpose, was
brought into contact with Cortez, and his steel-clad
cavalioss,  “Lecuichpo olso was there, in all her
wnaiden loveliness, outshining ull the stars of, that
splendid galaxy.  And yet she was asa star in
eclipse, for her soul was oppressed with those mys-
terions shadows that hung,_over her destiny and
that of her father, s connected with the coming of
thrse whitemen,  Raree was there in attendance
upon heg mistress, ns she still delighted.to calther;
but her attention was more abrorbed by the stian-
gers than by Lecuichpo.  She walched every
movement, and ¢eanned every countestce with a
scrutiny that did pot escape their observation, in
order 1o read, as well as she could, the chatacter of
cach. . Her serutiny satisfied herself, and she whis-
peredin the earof the Princess, that « ifthese were
gods, they came from the dark, and not from the
sunny side of heaven,®

Jt was a rare spectacle, which this reyal Lanquet
presented. ‘The contrast between the stecl-clad
cavaliers of Castife, whose burnished armor blazed
and ghttered 1 the brilliant torch-ligag, and ning
undpr theirheavy martial tramp npon the marble
floor,and the comparatively fuiry figures of the
suadily apparelled Aztees, was as strong as could
possibly be represented in ascene like this, The
costumes and customs of each were matter of wone
derand admiration to the other.  The Aztec trem-
Lled atthe mystenous power, the incomprehensi.
Dle weapons, of the white man,  “The Castilian, i
he did not tremble, fully appreciated the danger of
= Jittle hand, separated and seattered among o fes-
tive throng of wrrlike men, amid the inteninahle
labrynths of the imperial palace, and under the cye
of amonarch whose word. was absolute law to all
th:c myriads of his people.

But, whatever was passing iu the inner man, the
Aztec amd the Castilian, alike, appeared yeafeetly
at ease, cach abandoning himself to the festivitics
of the occasion, as i each, unannoyed by the pres-
enceol a stranger, were revelling inthe sccurity: of
lis own castle, and cclebrating some time-howored
festival of his own peoplo..

Withra benign digaity amd grace, the Queen, and
hersuite of high-bownJadies, received the hommage,
of the cavalicrs, after they had been presestad to
the Lmperer,  She was stauck with admiration at
the graceful and dignified bearing of dhe Castitian,
whicl, while it showed ail the deterence and ye-
gpact duae toher sex and fer rauk, had nothing in i,
of that abject servility, which plitced an impassible
barrier between the Aztee toble and Lis monarch,
and wsde them appear to beloug to distinet races
oflbeiny.  Fo the chivalmus, impassioned Castili-
an, accustome,! 1o worship woman, and pay anal
ot divine homage to beauty, in the comdly halls
and sunny bovers of Spain, the scene presented.n
perteet constellation of grace and loveliness.  The
flaching eyc of the Aztee maiden, as lustious and
cloguent asany in the gardens of Mesperides; the

after every battle they had fought, howed they Fjetsy trosses, glittering with gems and peails, o

wete of nio1tal monid.

Qi tiue following day, a magnificent Languet wag
prepared for Cortez, and his officers, in the imperi-
alpalace. It wasgraced by the presence ofall the
nobility of Azlecn, with ;\li the pride and beauty. of
their houschold divipitics—{or, wunong this refined
people, the wife and.the daughter held her appro-
pricterank, and woman cxcrcised ali the inflnence,
which, among (s0 called) civilized natious, Chris-
tianity alone his assigned her.  Xvery apariment
of that spatious and magnificent pile blazed with
the Jight of adiferons torckes, which sent up their
clouds of incense from hundreds of gold and silver
stands, calaborately carved and embossed in every

chastly decorated with natural flowers; the casy
grace of the loose lowing mbe, revealing the full
tich bust and the rounded limb, in its fuirest pro-
portions, won ghe instant admiration of every miail-
od knight, amﬁ:rought agun to his lips fus oft-re-
peated vowsof love anid devotion.

Jutof litle avail wero honied lips.aud cloquent
tongues to the gallant cavaliers at that magic fete.
They formed no medinm of communion with the
Uright spitits, and gay heants around them.  The
doom of Babel was on them all, and there was no
interpreter.  Nothing daunted by obstacles seem-

kuight addressed bimself to some chiosen fuir one
and by gignand gesture, and speaking look, and
emile of cloquent flattery, commiencad n spirited
pantomimic attack, to the infinite amusement of all
the gay throng arvonnd. It was met with wonder-
ful spitat, aud ready jnginuity, by the Aztee maid-
ens, to whom the dialeet ot signs, and the lagnage
of hicroalyphies was perfeetly fauiliar ; that being |
the only written language of all the nati ous of
Anuhuac.

‘The spirit and interest ofglie seene that follow-
cd surpasses all attempt at deseription, - Ahandon-
ed to the ity of the hour, the Spaniards forgot
alike theirschemes of ambition andagziandisement,
wnd the peculiar pentls which surrounded thens ;
while the Aztec revellers distissed, tor the mo-
ment, both their superstitiions dread of the white
usan, uned tisie patiotic disgist at his daring pre-
tensions 1o universal dominton,

‘The noble Sandoval, attracted by the mild beam-
ing eye, andsweet smile of' the Princess Tecnichpo,

with o protound obeisance, laid bis plumed helmet
ather feet, and choosin, from & vase at her side. @ 1
halt blown rose, which he gravefully twined with !
asprig of amaranth, he first preased it to his own |
heart and lips,) and then placed itamons the glivter-
ing gems upon herbosom.  With quecnly counesy
and grace, the fair princess received this gallunt
token, aud instantly 1esponded to it, by stoopivg
dawn, and weaving amonyg the pltnes, so courtes
ously faid at her feet, another, of such rare heanty
and brilliancy of hue, that it quite eelipsed the gay-
est feather in the hall.

Cottez and Alvarado swere, cach in his turn,
struck with thedeep, dark, pescing eye of Karezy
and cach put forth his best endeavor to win from
perasmile.  Butit wasso coldly given, and ac-
companied with a look s0 deep and scarching, that
the general quailed before ity as he had never done
befare to mortal »ye.

Instautly recovering himself, he put on such a
smile of Mlended grace and diguity, as melted at
once the 1cy reserve of the mauden, and opened thy
way for a long and animated parhoy, It was full
of sparkles and power, hut could not be translated
wito any living tongue, without lovsing all its foree
and brilliancy, '

Meanwhile, an animated .discussion  had arisen
between Guatimozin and the Piince of Tesenco.
touching the propricty of receiving gifts from the
strangers, or, in any way, achnowledying their
claims as fiiends,  “The showy trinket, which Ca-
cama had received from Cortez at Ajotzinco, and

‘This little incident put an endito the discussion.
which was growing oo warm for the occasion, and *
the festivities went on as gaily us Lefore,

A group of eprightly, mischief loving girls, who «
had elustered round the cool basin of a sparkling
Jet d’ ean, aml were amusing themsclves by free
und fearless comments upon the appearance and*
manners of the strangers, arrested the cyeof the
impuelaave, unor loving:Alvorule, and drew him
to sohieit a ehare i their sport 5 for, in beating a re-
treat from the eagle glanee of Karen, he hat strole
led into any illuminated ashor, in one of the open
courts ol the palace.  With hawd, and eye, and lip,
now appealing in emphutic gesture to the stars u-
bova, awd now, with ready tact and adnirable xae
gacity distiibuiing the flowers amony the gay nais
ads of the Jountain, he soon iuzeatiated himsell juto
therrtavor, and engagzed them in abrilliant and an-
imated pantotmne, which ifit wanted the eloquence
of words, found ample compensation .orthut defect
in the merry shout and ringing Jaugh, that nccom-
panied cach labored attempt to nttor, or inteepret,
a seritient,  The gallant cavulier soon found him-
sel loaded with a profusion of floral 1avors,  For
every flower he bestowed upon the fair nymyphs,.
he received an appropiate 1cturn, till s hands
wete full, sud he found jt necessaty 1o urrange
them upon.his perso.

Lnstantly the whole group, as by one impulse of
arlistic taste, seized the idea, and resoh ed 1o army
him as a flower-god.  The moagnifieent cactus
tlashed among the plumes of his helmet—a pair of
splendid maguolias, tastefully adjusted on either
shoulder, supplied the place of the silver epaulette
—a 1ich cluster of unfading forget~me-nol, covered
and eclipsed the gilded star upon his Ureatplate 3
while every joint it his 2*mor, and every loop and
button of Ius donblet, wasset with its appropriate
garden gem.  Lang wreaths of'a blossoming vine
were dexterously atestw inzdwith flow ers of every
bulhant hue, and hung Wile a gworgeons sash over
his rigit shoulder, its gay streamers waving in the
gentle breeze, or winding themselves abonut the
scabbard.of his sword.  Mis lands were gloved
with 2 moss of'the most delicate green velvet, dot-
ted with gollen siars, and hiis boots hansformed ine
to buskius of the most appros cd classic patiern, by
alternate bands of jessamine and scatlet lobelia,
crosseet and pliided with strings of suenone and
hyacinh,

Thus arrayed, his face'sKillful) y'masked with the
Howerin wax-plant despoiled of its leaves, he was
conducted into the presence of the queen;. undera
contimmally increasing escort ot bright gitls and fair
dames. where, with due veverence to her majesty,

whichhe displayedon his person at this festivals
gave rise to the lapute,

gain wlhat they can from the exuberant munifi,
‘cence of the Emperor, and let thum stay in peace,
while he permits und requires it,—but let us not
weaken our hands, by touching their gifls, or 2¢-
cepting theis tokens.  When they depart, let themn
ot boast that they haveleft any remembrancer be-
Lind them, or laid claims upon our hands, by their
2ift3, which we have freely accepted.”?

« Surely, my dear cousin,” said the Princess?
“ you madke too mmck-of so small u matter.  “They
are but conimon couslesies, and too trithing forsuch
grave consideration anlaigument.”?

s« Not so, believe we, my fair comsin,  They
take us on the weak side of the heart—they blind
our cyes (o our relations, unneive our anms, and
biunt our weayons of defence.”

« What then would you do,” asked Cacama, as if
mote than halt porsvaded that Gaatimosing was
pzhtin his views of Juty.

“ Do,” veplied the Privee, with startling energy
of tone and manner, T would fling it at his feet, or
trample it undermy owa, before his eyes,and show
him that I scom him and Lis gills alike.”?

Tecvichpo tirned suddenly round at this remark,
as if fearing the strangers wotld understend it, and
in her agitation, dropped 2 magnificent jewel fiom
her deess, and with it the rose so gallantly presents
éd by Sandoval. A dozen princes and cavaliers
sprupg, at the same instant, to replace the precious
toy. Pedro Osteguilla, the beantiful young page
of Cortez, was so for{unate as to recover it. Dot~
fing his cap, and kuecling gracetully ather feet, he’

ingly insurmountable, the gay Spaniards resolvad,
1

form that faucy could suggest, or ingenmty invent,

that, where bright eyes were to be gazed on, anl |
sweelsmies won fromn the ranks of youth and

presented it to the Princess with an air of adiniring
deference, and by sigus, solicited the kenor of re~

and with the gallantry becoming a true knight,
hie begged, by siznificant looks ard signs, to be

#1tis wrong,” urged Guulimozin, “wrong to | permitid to lay all his bright hunors at the feet of
cur conntry and wiong to onrselves. Let them the lovely Tecuictipo.

‘The signal being given at this moment,. he of-
fered his arm to the Princess, and led the way ine.
to the banqueting hall, whete the luxuries of all the
climes of carth seemed to bespread ont in endless
profusion, andgvhere, the native soug of the Aztec -
altenating with the martial strains of the Castilian
band, the night wore away with feasting and
revelry.

‘The day had almost dawned, when the strangers, .
taden with presents of inestimable value, retumned .
10 their quarters, burdened with the weight of their
treaswies, and deeply impressed with the more than
1ezal munificence of tieir host, and the unimagined
loveliness and grace of the fair being, who gave life -
and Leauty to kis maguificent cout,

¢ If these white gods can be bought,dear father,? *
the.Princess naively remarked, as they took their
leave, # you have surely paida price wosthy of the
ransom of the proudest tionarch on the carth.”?

“ The more you bribie them,” intearupted Guati-
mozin, “the less you bind them. They have not
the sou! of wn Aztee, who scorns {0 receive a favor
thet does not pledge bLis heart in return, The
Spaniard’s heart. hias nothing o do with his hand.
e takes your wii1, on'y to he the better alle to .
plotand compass your 1uin,”

The Emperor sighed, as he listencd toaremark, .
to which le could makeno reply. It brought
again bafore his agitated wind, the only course he
could safely adopt in the present crisis of his affairs.
In vain did Ins paterual heartsecoud the suggestion,
and his hingly pride urge its immediate adoption.
Hehad notthe monl courage to execute his own.,

placing it upon her ann..

resolve.  Superstition had wholly unmanned him...



