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But perhaps enough hias been drai-ri fram this urigracious vein-
of proverbial co'mment.

The niext cat.zgory wvbich deals with the everlasting- contrast
betwveen wvealth and poverty lias a number of proverbs in which
Gaelic philosophy and satire are siflgular3', yet not incoiîgruous1y
blended. One cbaracteristic is universally conceded to the proverb,
and that is the rapidity wvith which it conveys its tbougbit, brevity of
phrase being, of course, a fundamental condition of its effectiveness.
The examples now to be noted possess flot only thi:; essential but
also the quality uf bumor which tboughi here grim yet pierces the
glaomr of that searny side ot life witb wvhiclb they deal. For your
Gaei, is flot when ail is said, a born pessimist. And now for in-
stances "The poor have no relations. "-Vci gol a- ai len
dunzcl bac/hi.

"A herring on a cold sod, and far frani ible fire" (the poar mnan's
portion). Sgtzdau air/otdh/t.ir i biad suas o*i /cim-jdz.

X'Voe to him w-'bo bias notlîing in bis bag at sunldown ."-A-
dul .rios d'en. groin, i5 nair- flaC inbioîn nid azio-c.

H-Iw barsb is the voice of the poor. "-S'arbh-Zos iia le bios lié
"Deatbi is tie poor nîan's doctor." -igrcboict bats,
"l3etter a.a axe straiglbt to bis neck, who. for the sake of child

or cbick, wvill leave limiiself %vitbot a speck."-Gab/îai. dc'ii 1iia4g
SC.I i nzbaic a iiniicld'on le lob/air/ad at cuti? ý,î teir no miac nzo d'ing-in.

Certainly tbe iran afi adversity must bave eniered int the saut
of hi:n wbo voiced his grief in the proverbs just given, whilst illose
whicbl iiimiediately follow reveal a burni;îg resentm Cnt against the
'vorid and a bitter arraignmiient af its attitude toward; Ulie poor:

""Tile ricbi ma;n cati dti as lie likes. - Gii saidbir reir a
41in/i.

«' lie poor are tie sport ai Uic wvard."-î u z s/or bionit
e/lia n-a sport/z. (ZZJ aindeis ait IsagaL

"\Vant is nat the %worst, but the c-iîîteiiipt for it.-Nýce h-z an
(zizzgbis act ait /urcuiù/n cianaiza-i.

Tbere is hîumor, as well as bitterness, in ilhe comrnments Iliat
"Ithe pig iii tie sty doesn't k:îaw the pi- going thie road, and «'a
fulil stoniacli doesnii uiîderstand a Jeanii one"- nce /nîi.-eanzn ant sabac
an s/wa7,
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