
and ber- language in both hemispheres. Europe, Asia, Mfriý,,
Amrnc behoid her sway. Her language wbichi but a few
years ago was only spoken by twenty millions, le now the lin-
guage eof ever 8ixty millions eof people. I beliove it je not pile-
sumption to say that this extension of the power of Britgin,
ailied as it is with ever faitIifai Ireland bas 'beeu, in God's de-
sigune to propagato the faith of Ireiand-the one true faith-
throughout the v;ast oxtont of the world, and even under a hos-
tUle banner te carry the cause of the cross intD many lands.

Lot us see how God prepared Iroland for, uud how abe
bas accomplished and ie accomplishing hier mission. When.
the Gospel was iirst preaeched in Ireiand is net certain, ive
know, however, that Pa.lladius preceeded St. Patrick, that hoe
even found some christians in Ireland, that ho couverted many
people, and yet thýLt God proserved the conversion of Ireland
as a nation te our great saint. Pope CJeiestin in giving him his
mission changed bis"namne te Patriciui-designýating him as
the Father in God of the Irish people. St 1'atrick enters bold-
ly on hie duties-His firet Easter in Ireiand ho spendsat Tarali
and thei'e, in the presence of king Laog-.hore, anid ail Lis tribu-
tary princes, nobles, andipagan, priests, kindies thâtt mitei'ial
Èire which the king di net extinguish, which Druidical
foresigbt fortold as prophetic et rule in Ireland A fire tr-dly
emblemnatic et' that spiritual fire which the apostie camne te
light, which Christ came te cast on earth, and whch was neyer
te fail in Ireland. St. Patrick goes through the length and
breadth of the land. A change took place through bis labors
of which we flnd ne other example in the history etf the churoh.
In bis own lifetime hoe saw the entire island unîted in hornage
te the cross, noble churches, conivents and menasteries spring
Up on every side, 3000 nebler *temples, living temples, aise
consecrated te God. -Apostelic men were net on ly fltted te be-
corne hie coa4jutors, but te go for-th and bear the standard of
the cross te other nations, te become aposties te ne eples.

St. Patrick met with Uittie opposition. NO=:ora pro-
consul had .ever set hie foot in Ire[and. God had preserved
the people frein the infecting influences et' Roman corruption.
Roman orgies had nover blighted or tainted the land, and
wben Christianity was offered to Ireland, she bail inot te op-
pose to it, as a buiwark, the habit et' vice and et' a profligate
merality. She embraced the new faith wit1ý ardeutr; as oe
o? her ewn pef bas said, "with the sudden brightness of a


