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PEAGH CULTURE.

There are portions o! the Province of On-
tarie where peaches eau bie grown, and these
who reside lu these favoured localities arc te
be envied because of their abiity te, taise this
luscieus fruit, Few of thein, however, under
stand how te manage a peach, trec se as t
secure a strong stccky growth, and a regular
development of fruit buds. Usually pcach
trees have a very scraggy book, and toc many
cf theux get preinaturely aid. IL la possible
to grow peaeh trees in sueh a manner that
they will bo compact masses cf verdure, look-
ing, 'wlien li blcom, lilce immense posies Mr.
T. C Robinson, an euterprising fruit grorer
cf Owen Sound, gives the following accomnt
cf his treatment cf a young peach orchard
duriug its first season after planting eut,
which shews that hie knows what he la doing.
He ays, under date of Dec. 19th, 1881:

*My 500 peach trocs sinile greeuly te the
Lips lu spite of one or Lwo, nipping frosts three
weeks ago, and althoughrl only planted this
spring, show an array cf fruit buds that pro-
mise bushels o! fruit, if they de net se ncarly
burst that a February or Match frost finds the
heart. ' Would 1 lot thein set fruitl' Yes,
sir. I cut theux back te walking sticks in
planting ; then, as the remaining buds pushed,
I selected three or at inost four te formn main
branches, and eut, rubbad, cr pinehed off al
othors, oxcept a central upper eue for leader.
As these buds doveloped iute branches a foot
te eighteeu luches long, 1 pinched thein te
make thein stecky. As t'he sap aceumulated
lu theni ou accounit cf this check te their
length, they grew stout, and thick, lots cf
almost dormant buds turned iute active fruit
bixds, and four or five (pcrhaps more) tewards
t'hoecnd broke sud le»ixgthened eut luto secon-
dary branches. Contiuuing tho process with
these seeoudary branches, I sobected say Lwo
prominont eues, sud cut off the others, flnally
pincinig these towards the end cf the seasen.
And now I have trocs Nwith te sap, 'whieb, if
undircted, must have gene into innumerable
sieuder twigs, fit for nething but -n.runug
away for the bonfiro, st.ored up instead lu the
body of the trce in longer, more fibrous roots,
iu stout branches bal! an inch te thrce-quarters
thick cf this year s growth. sud i heait'hy
bark a.'d wocd cells that frosty winds howi
arouud lu vain, ana finally lu wood aud fruit
buds set close tegether, and waiting for tho
first teuch cf spring's magie wand-and ail
grown without an ounceocf manure on gworn-
out sandy oain! No, 1 don7t, prune thein off
if they cerne eut coy sud blushlxg lu pink aud
green. I drink in the beauty and chuekbze
over iny neighbours with ripe peaches if Pro-
vidence seuds a fltting season, and pettings
wýith geoci manure, and paxuperings with weod
ashes, and more encouragement 'with thumb
and finger in similar pin chings, wWl coax them,
towards similar resubte another year-eeax-
lugs that they always respond te. Thinniug
of the fruit may be necessary-uo doubt 'will
bc rcsrted te for fine specimens; but ne more
wholesabe pruning away cf fruit aud wcod for
me. IL, is a doliberate wasteo t se, mucb of
t'ho ycar's werk. I wu. a fiend cf pinching
oefor-I am a disciple now. Do the square
thing by peach trces, aud you eau have them

toc asoi oon after planting as strawberries-
tslassoon as blackberries. Well, I may

]oso these trees this winter, or nxay lese the
buds £romn winter or late spxing frosta; but if
they don't push frex xnild winter weather, I
thilik awt; and I have good hopes of eating
and selling Aloxanders within a week of the
lot of Augu8t of next year."

If, in addition to its making more vigorous
and better-looking trees, this systeux of man-
agement secures early fruiting, there is enougb
said in its praise td make it worthy of geiîeral
adoption. ________

MUSLIN K~R HOT-BED SASH.

Rufus Mason, of Nebraska, says :-«' Three
years' experience with muelin sashes where
the thermorneter ranges froin 200 boow zero
te, 70* above, satisfies me of their superiority.
I make a square frame of 11-inch stuif, with
a single bar of the same size do,%%u the middle,
cover it with common, heavy, unbleached
muslin;i paint it over two coats with boiled
linseed oi, and find it far botter than glass.
Have had ne freezing or scalding, but botter
coloured plants, more stocky, snd botter able
te withstand early transplanting. After the
hot-bed is filled with manure, lay ini the soit
se, as te, corne within three inches of the mus-
lin, sloping exactly as it doos. As the season
advances, the -bed will settie about as fast as
the growth of the plants require, it. This
plan prevents the plants froin becoming long-
legged, whieh. is the main cause o. the slow
after-growtb, anid li the cabbag,,e family, of
se many plants failing te make solid heads.

MIUSHROOMS.

The mushroom la a very accommodating
plant. We have seen them, growlng li old
tubs, in out-of-the-way corners of sheds, in
abandoned greenheuses, on shelves li stables,
and li every case giving an apparently good
and healthful crop. .All that is needed for
success is a teniperature frein fifty te sixty
degrees, soxue fresh borse manure and a litte
spawn. Having procured what fresh horse
manure is needed, mix it well with about
one-third of its bulk of good loau, and you
arc preparea te make yonr bods li whatever
-place yon. prefer. If you determine to formn
beds, make them uarrw-certanly not mor
than five feet lin heigbt. The material must
bo made compact by beating dowxx, as evenly
as possible. If under cover, the bod xnay be
muade fiat on top; but ifin theopen airthey,

should, be rounded, te shed the tan.~ Mftr
the beds have bemx muade a week, there 'wil
'be considerabie hoat produced by the fermen-
tation of the manure Bricks of spawn should
have be>en secured previously, and they can
be sent everyw'here, post or express, frce for
about tlxirty cents per pound. Break them
jute places as large as a walnut, and insert
iu the bcdsiust boow the surface, about ten
inches apart. One pound of spaw n is suffi-
cieit for a space two by six "cet. If thero
sceins to bc tee, much at, do nothing for a
week or ton days, until it sornewbat, subsides
Thon cover the bod with an~ inchx or more cf
goodo-reh, pressing iL down 'wlth the back cf
a spade. It is noL ]ikely in a large b.d
water wHI be noeded at aIl, but if the mate-
rial sboula appuar- very dry, water lightly

with warm wvater. lIn smail beds or pails, or
auytbing cf the kind, iL is probable water
will hoe needed once or twice. Muabiroonis
will begin te, appear in about six Nyeeks aîter
plantiug the spawn, and can bc gathercd for
three or four weeks. In gathering take up
the musbrooms entiro, leaving ne stem in the
bed, and placing à' littie earthi in the hole
made by removal. When the crop is gathered,
cever the bed with, a littie more carth, beat
it down geutly, and give a pretty geod moist-
eniug -%ith topid w'ntcr, and in about a month
more another crop wvill be produced.

FRUIT TREES FUR ORNA MENT.

eau any one tell me -Why a grape-vine la
tiot a suitable ornament fora front porch î or
wvhat would be the objection te, a fine standard
pear or grand wide-spreading appie tree iii the
lawn? Was ever ablossoming shade trce more
beautiful than cîtiier o! these wlien the fliwers
come out? and is not the rich green of the
leaves a thing cf beauty ail the season ? When
the purpie clusters bang thiek on the vine,
and the red apples and juicy pears shine
through the leaves in autumn, it certainly
could net take uythingr from the beauty of
the scenie. Wheu one has but littie space, as
in a village lot, could not the uiîeful and or-
nameutal bc profitably combiued by putting,
li handsome fruit trecs in the place of those
de-signed only for shade ? and a pretty dwarf
pear or two would look well among the shrub-
bery. A row cf young cherries before a fine
house with a many-pillared porch is one cf
the pleassint meniories cf my early wvalks te
school. The old doctor who owrned the pro-
perty gave those trees as ranch care aud atten-
tion as ho ever dia a rich patient. He was
àlmost daily doiug something for thein, if it
was only te pour abueket cf suds about their
moots, loosen the ground a little, or bury a
dish of boues under the soi]. But their mar-
vellous growth was the wonder cf the village,
and li a vexy few years they at a deep
shade over the whole sidewalk snd yiclded a
bountifui supply cf great ox-lieart chierries.
Let us give our childrexi ai such memeries
we can, for they are healthful for mind and
body bath. Fruit, or ne fruit, meaus riches9 or
poverty in the minds of our little children, and
there la certainly a thifftiness about a houle
wel1 suppliedl with this lumury, which is bet-
ter thaxi an old stocking fuil cf hard dollars
lin the strong chest but only one old crab.-
applo troe i t'ho pasture lot.-Cor. Indianae
Farmer.

T'HE " OFF- YEA R " FOR A PPLES.

Most orchards have got inte the habit cf
bearing plentifufly oue year, and failing the
next. There seemas ne good reason for this,
though some dcom iL a peculiarity cf this bcst
of fruits. It is doubtless the result cf over-
bearing aud under-fecdiug. Apple trees arc
seldoin indu]ged with a drcsslng cf manure
Thley blossom. frecly; a larger quautity cf
fruit sets than cmn ho vigorously sustained ;
the trees arc cxhausted, and must have a sea-
son7s test. By thinning tbe fruit i what is
called the bcaring year, muýýbing, mnuring,
pixichng in anidpruning bWakapple trocs may
b. cured o. the habit cf irregular bearing, and
indueed te yield moderatcly good crops cvery
year


