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TRHE OCEAN.,

As we stand then, to.night, looking forth upon the ocean,
what do we behold? At first sight only a barren waste of
waters, surroundinz the continents and covering three-fifths
of the surface of the globe. It is a pathless and desolate
expanse, which seems designed to check the intercourse and
to defy the authority of men. No cities are built on its heav.
ing and treacherous breast; and the bustle of human life,
the roar of humaa activity, ccases at its edge. The realms
of space above our heads are hardly more appalling in their
silence and their solitude than the boundless ocean plains,
where no living thing appears to break the oppressive still-
ness with its movement or its cry, and only wave chases
wave from end to end of the horizon. No barrier of muun.
tains, lifting their snowy summits to the clouds, would seem
to arrest the rﬁms and mock the power of mankind, like
this great wall of water which the Almighty hand hes reared
around the nations.

But man bas conquered the sea, and if you observe it again,
you will perceive that it is not a barrier to keep nations
apart, but a bond to bring them near and to uaite them to-

ther. The trackless expanse, at which we were just now

ooking, is furrowed by a millior keels. The cuaning of the
human mind has traced upon it a network of paths, along
which the commerce of the world swiftly and safely moves.
1ts dreary solitudes are bright with sails, and the music of
human voices has broken the spell of silence which had
settled uvpon it ; science and daring have robbed it of its
terrors, and have brought it into subjection to the human
will. It has become a great and free highway, over which
thought and wealth may pass from land to land. It has
made all the nations neighbears, and widely sundered peoples
familiar friends. To traverseit 1s no looger a matter of des-
perate adventure, it is anincident of a holiday. 1t has been
cxplored, mapped out, subdued, and the voyage across 1,
which was once involved in hardly less uacertainty and pen
thza that in which 2 soul sets forth upon the uoknown ocean
of another life, is now an experience of which almost every
detail may be anticipated and of which the end may be pre-
dicted to an hour. When forty-six years ago the French
2stronomer sent word ta all the observatones of Europe
that on such a night, at such a point in the heavens, a new
planet might be seen, it was rightly held to be 2 marvellous
example of the power of the human mind. But it is 2 hardly
less sigasl display of man’s mastery over nature, when, after
pushing steadily forward for many days, through sunshine
and storm, through mist and darkness, oa the North Atlantic,
the captzin of the vessel in which you aze sailing says quietly
to you: * At pine o’clock this evening, in that direction,
{:u will see the light on Fastnet Rock.” The ocean has
en tamed and civilized and made a part of the habitable
globe—La, £, 5. Cor, D.D.

“NOTHING TO READ.”

Many and many 2 time we have all heard this said, I pre-
sume, and Flora McFlimsy, with her ¢‘nothing to weas,”
hzas often arisen, perhaps, =5 a suitable companion piece.
Because the last new novel doesn't lie on the table, or the
latest magazine, doss it follow there is nothing to read ? 1
confess to have had this feeling myself, somctimes, and so
been compelled to take down some of the good old books
from their shelvet—where they had lain 5o long that if they
h=d not been very good indeed they wounld most certainly
have spoiled—and have beep thoroughly astonished at my
own igoorance, in allowing soch treasures to lic so idly by
me, my soul or intellect goiag hungry meantime.  As there
are 1o better friends than the old fricads ; no better soogs
thsn the old songs ; no grander hymas than those that have
long been coasecrated by church asage; and no music swest-
er than the notes to which we listeaed in far away times
and in far away places; so the dear books, those which have
beentried and tested by other generations and ** pronounced
good,” may be trusted now. They have an old wiae flavour
better than the new ; an odoar of old thyme and forjet-me-
nots that revives other days and other times, and we grow
broader and wiser as we spread the years before us that our
fathers knew.  The books of to-day are written hurriedly for
these swift times—the lighter literature, I mean—and con-
sequently have but a present, flecting valee, The old books
—our standard literatare—azare like rocks that the waves of
ocesd have besten and batiered without ipjury; stending
the cleaner and the whiter for the washiog of the centuries.
Lot the old books be bromght forward. We will find in
them 2 beanty seen only in 2ge; 2 beauty of silvered hair
and the genial sunshine of years.

PRICE OF ELEPHANTS.

‘The Moors who drive a trade in elephants throughout the
Indit, have a fixed price for the ordinary type, according
to their size. To ascertain theic true valoe, they measore
from the nail of the fore foot to the top of the shoulder, and
for cvery cubit high they give at the rate of £100 of our
money. An African clephant of the Jargest size measores
aboat nine cubits, or thirteen and a half feet, io height, and
is worth aboat £900; but for the hrpe clephants of the
Island of Ceylon four times that sum isgiven. Had Jumbo
beea messured by the same standand, what woald have been
his real valoe in money ?—ANwes axd Queries.

COLLECTING OLD POSTAGE STAMPS.

Some years sgo the ioquiry was started in France, wh
the convents and coogrepations collected the old c;,oslagz
gtamps by the million. The French postmaster-gencral,
strock by the sivgulasitpof 1ke act that 2oae of the schpions
oo tioas ever parchased ‘goaus_;c stacps, lavestigated
the Tobject, and waa told that the"pncsts of cach diocese re-
ocived large quantities of stamps from correspondents desirous
of making offurings or Fying for masics, and that these
were used 30 paying for letters.  He was ot matisfied with
this explanation, 20d commissloned M, Mace, the chiof of
the detective service, to mrke fusther investipations, The

~

official reported that the convents collected old stamps that
had been used to sell them ng‘.\in to dealers in various parts
of the world, to be ahsotbed by collectors, M., Cochery was
not satisfied with this explanation, which proceeded on the
assumption that several millions of philatelists were yearly
added to many millions already interested in ths collection
of stamps of various nations. ~ This year the Post-office De-
partment bhas renewed its inquiries, stimulated by the fact
that the work of collecting old stamps is going vn mote ac-
tively thau ever, and that several dealers have opened their
shops in Paris. M. Cochery has his suspicions that all is not
honest in this business, but the Paris authorities decline to
co-operate any further, and thus the matter stands. This
same thing has been done extensively in other places, but it
18 for no guod purpose 1n the end. Stamps cannot be
collected in quantities at any cost excepting for the purpose
of defrauding the government, by cleaning and using them
over again.

THE LILAC. .

I feel too tited and too old

Long rambles in the wuouds to take,
To seck the cowslip's carly guld,

And search for violets in ihie taake
Nor can I, as I used to, bend
My little bed of flowers to tend ;
Where grew my scented pinks, to-day
The creeping witch-grass has its way.

Buat when my door I open wide

To Lreathe the warm sweet aut of spang,
The fiagraoce comes in lke a ude,

Great purp!c plumes befure me swing ;
For lookiog in, cluse by the door.
The lilac blussums as of yore;
The eatliest flowes my chiidhood knew
Is to the gray, wuin wonan tu..

Deat common tree, that needs no care,
Whose root in any suil wall live,
How many a dreary spot grows fan
With the spriog chacm thy clustess give 1
The narrow coart I‘:rd in the towa
Kuows thy sweet fragrance ; and the brown,
Low, hill-side {arm house hides its eaves
Beneath the gray-green of thy leaves.

Loosed by the south wind's gentle touch,
In perfumed showers thy blossoms fatl,
Thou asketh little, givest much ;
Thy lavish bloom is free to ally
And even I, shut in, shut out,
From all the sunoy world abont,
Find the first flower my childhood knew
Is to the gray, worn womaa true.

DISTANCE OF THE SUN.

Some of the revised fizures and opinions concerning the
sun, as the result of the most recent observations, aided by
improved methods and appliances, are of pecoliar interest.
‘Thus, the former calculations, which plzced the sun at 93,-
000,000 miles from the earth, and which remainzd unques-.
tioned for so many years, are now changed, on the highest
authority, so as to present 2 mean distance of 93,100,000
miles. Not less interesting are thnse iovestigations which
deai with the solar tempenature, respecting which the most
diverse opinibns have existed uatil lately among men of
science, xgesc opinions differing, in fact, all the way {rom
millions to the comparatively low temperatare of 3,632°
Fahrenheit. The figures now most generally received are
those of Professor Rosetti, of Padua, who, after the most
profoard and prolonged study, places the sun’s temperature
at about 18,000 degrees Fahreaheit.  Another notable fact
is the recent discovery of oxygen in the sun’s atmosphere—
the first discovery, indeed, of the existence of any non-me-
tallic clement there.

CHEERFULNESS IN CHILDREN.

A very small matter will arouse a child’s mirth. How
still the house is whea the little otes are fast asleep 2nd
thew patteriog feet are silent ! How ecasily the fun of 2
child bubbles forth! Take even thoss poor prewmaturely
aged little ones bred in the gutter, cramped in unhealtby
homes, and ill used, it may be by drankea parents, and you
will find that the child’s natare is not 2all croshed out of
them. They are gleeful children still, albeit they look so
hagrard and weary. Try 1o excite their mirthfclaess, and
cre long a laugh rings ont as wild and free as if there were
no such thing as sorrow in the world. Let the dear little
ones laugh then ; too soo0n, alas! they will have canse to
weep. Do not try to check or silence them, bat let their
glecfclness ting out 2 pladsomne Ecal. rcminding us of the
days when we too coald lxagh withoat a sigh, and sing with-
out tears.

DEAD STARS,

Like thesand of the sea, the stars of heaven have ever
been used as effective symbols of number, and the improve-
merts in oar methods of observation have added fresh force
to our original impressions.

Ve now kuow that our earth is but a fraction of one ount
of at Ieast 75,000,000 wotlds Bat this is not all. In addi-
tion to the laminoar heavenly bodies, we cannot doubt that
there are countless others, invisible to us from their greater
distance, smaller suze, of fecbler hight; indeed, we know
that therc are many datk bodies which aow emit no light,
or comparatively little. Thuos in the case of Procyon, the
existence of an invisible body is proved by the movement of
the vigiblz stax.  Again, I may refer to the curions pheao-
mena presented T2 Alpo), a bright starin the head of Mes
des,  This star saines without change for two days; then

in three hours 2ed a half dwindles from 2 star of the second { tectotaless previoas to

to one of the {fourth magnitude ; and then, in another three
and a half hours, reassumes its original brilliancy. These
changes seem to indicate the presence of an opaque body
which intercepts at regular intervals & part of the light
emitted by Algol.

Thaus the floor of heaven is not only *‘ thick inlaid with
patines of bnght gold,” but studded also with extinct stars
—once probably as brilliant as our own sun, but now dead
and cold, as Helmholtz tells us that our sun itself will be
some seventeen millions of years hence. .

FISHING WITH ELECTRIC LIGHT.

A French yachting paper describes the new apparatus
which is used with the permission of the Government of that
country for fishing by cchtricily at night. It consists of a
gl ‘Le of glass within which the electric light is shown. Two
conductors cncased in gutta-percha are arranged so as to
meet one another on the inside, very much on the same prin.
ciple which is now familiar to all visitors to the Crystal
Palace. They communicate with a fishing boat anchored
at a conveoient distance, and can, of course, be set iato .
activily by the occupants of the boat. As tothe globe, it is
attached to a weight balow and a float above, so that it can
be raised or Jowered to the desired depth. As soon as the
caibuns are ipnited and the glass is 1o _proper position, all
the sea in us vicinuty ss lluminated brillianily, and the fish,
over whom light is well known to exercise an irresistible in-
fluence at night, come cagerly, and sometimes ia large
schools, within the rays. They may be seen from above
dispurting themselves in the unaccostomed bnightness, and
litde dream.ng of the sinster purpose with which the little
féte ss orgamzed for them. It s then that other fishing-
boats, armed with nets, come up and set to work at the un.
coulstwsus victims, which they soriound as well as they can
without interfenng with the apparalus connected with the
lighted glube. It may be supposed that this device is cal-
colated to operate with much deadly effect whenever it is
used, and there scems to be much doubt whether it will
eve: be allowed as a recognised kind of fishing within ter-
ritorial waters. Iadeed, the license granted by the Govern.
ment is s2id to be merely provisional, and for the parpose of
testing the new machioe.

GEAMS.

The rarest of all gemsis not the diamond, which follows
after the ruby. This o its tumn allows precedence to the
chrysoberyl—popularly koown ss the cat's-eye.  The true
stone comes from Ceylon, though Pliny knew of something
similar, voder the name of zimilampis, found in the bed of
the Euphrates. Can we wonder, when we look at one of
these siogular productions of rature, with its silvern streaks
in the centre, and observe, as we move it ever so slightly,
the magic rays of varyiog light that illamine its surface, that
it wasan object of profound reverence to the ancients? The

sscssor was supposed never to grow poorer, but always to
1ncrease his substance. The largest known is now in the
possession of Mr. Bryce Wright, the well-known mineralo-
gist. It is recorded in the annals of Ceylon, and known to
history as the finest in the world. Two stars of lesser
wagmitade shios by its side, and we are informed that three
suzh stones are not kaowa to exist elsewhere in the wide
world.—Zondon Grapkic.

WEATHER AFFECTING THE MIND.

Dull, depressing, dingy days produce dispiriting reflec.
tions and gloo:ny thou, ghyts, andpsmall wonder :v%zcn we
remember that the mind is not only 2 motive, buta receptive
o7rap, and that all the iropressions it receives from without
reach it through the medium of senses which are directl
dependent on the condition of light and atmosphere for their
action, and therefore immediatelyinfivenced by the sarronnd-
ing conditions. It is 2 common-sense.inference that if the
impressions from without reach the mind through imper-
fecy-acting organs of sense, aod those impressions are
themselves set in a minor sthetic key of colour, sound, and
genera; qualities, the mind must be what is called * moody.”
It is not the habit of seasible people to make sufficient”
allowance for this rationale of dallness and sabjective weak-
ness.  Some persons are more dependent on external cr-
cumstances z.ng coaditions for their cnergizs—or thestimalus
that converts potential kinetic forces—than others; but all
feel the 1afivence of the world withost, and to this izfleence
the sick and the weak are especially responsive.  Hence the.
varying temperzments of mind changiog with th= weather,
the ontlook and the wind.— Ao,

FEXNIAN cmissanes are said to be acuvely eagaged against
the English in Egypt.

FRANCE proposes to make a thorough extermization of
the wolves that infest some of its districts.

GUITEAU'S avenper has appeared in the shape of a crank
from Chicago, who has goac to Washington.

A SiMLA despatch says 12,000 mep cotld be astembled
in Bombay for transport to Egypt in twenty-four bours.

OFFICIAL statistics show that there are 1,580 Americans
or Irish Americans in Dublin without visible occupatios.

Tus Jast clause of the Repression Bill was io the
Impesial Hounse of Commons by a vote of 69 to 6, after 2
32 hours’ sitting.

FLIMING, a Ditector of the City of Glasgow Bank, bzs
beea sentenced to cight moaths’ imprisoament for coanaction
with the failore of the bank.

Mz, Fraxcis MURPKY completed Lis month's temper-
ance crusade in Aberdeen on the 29th wit., when between .
2,000 and 3,000 perscos assembled in the Manc Halle It
was annoarced that 25,000 persons had xceepted the blue
tibbon badge in the city, of whom, howerver, 10,000 were .

visit of Mr. Marphy, -



