
TfflE RURAL CANADIAN.

TUE OCEA N.

As we stand then. to.nlght, lookirag forth tapona the acean,
what do we behald? At flist sight only a barren %vaste of
waters, surraundin,7 the continents and covering thre.Çafths
af the surface of the globe. Il la a pathless and desolate
cxpanse, which, seems designed ta check the Intercourse and
to defy tht authozity of me. No tci are built on its heav.
ing and ttesclietous breast; and the bustle of hunian life,
the soar of biaait activity, ceases et its cdge. The malins
of space above aur heads arc hardly more appallini: lu their
silence and their solitude titan the boundiess ocean plains,
where no living thing appears ta break thc oppressive stili.
ress; with itls movesuent or its cry, and only wave chases
wave frosu end ta end of the horizon. No barrier of nmuun.
tains, lifting their mnowy summits ta the clouds, would "ecm
ta arreit the progress and mock the power of mankind, like
titis gatat vWal af water wYhich the AImighty hand has reascd
sarounad the nations.

But man bas canquered the ses, mnd if you observe it again,
you avili perceive that it is not a barrier ta keep nations
spart, but a bond ta bring ttea Tatar and ta unite them ta-

g ete. The trackless expanse, at which WC were jeus naw
Iooling, is furrowed by a million keels. The cunng uf the
humait mid kias tracta upon it e network af paths, along
ivhich tht commerce cf the world swiftly aud safely suaves.
Its dreary solitudes are briglit %vith sait,, and the musit af
buaa volts lias brokea the speli of silence which liad
settied Tapon it; science and daring have robbed il of sas
temrrs, and have brought il iat subjection ta tht humra
avilI It lias become a great and fret highway, ovec ut hîch
thauglit and wealth may pana fini land tu land. Il 'as
made aIl tht nations neiglabturs, and wadely sundered peuples
familias fricads. To traverse it as no longer a matter uf des.
perate advcnture, it is an incident of a holiday. 11t hasb Tee
czplored, mapped out, subdiaed, and the voyage accusi ta.
which as once involved in liardly lees uocertaînty and petit
than that in whicit a soul sets forth upon the ualcnowîn ocean
of another life, is now an experiesace cf whicit aimoit ecry
detait may bt anticipated and oi which tht end may bc pst.
dicted ta an bour. 'Vhen fosty.six ycirs aga tht Frencht
aitronomes sent isard te all tht observatates of Europt
that an such a night. ai anti a point in the heavens, a ncw
planct migit bc seen, it was rightly hetd ta bc a marvetiaus
examplecf tht poaveroaitht iuman mid. Btitila ahardly
less signal display ai man's mastesy oves nature, when, efftr
pushing steadily forward for many days, titrougli sunshine
und storin. through anlat and darknests, an tht NLorîli Atlantic,
tht captuin cf tht vessel in ishicli yoaa aie sailing says qaaaetly
ta you: ."IAt aine o'dlocl this cvening, in that direction,

c au wili sec tht liglit on Fastnet Rock." Tht ocean lias
'en tamed and civilized and mnade a part o! tht habitable

globe-Pe'. E. B. Cme. D. D.

"'NOTIING TO READ."

Many ana many a tirne W, have aIt heard this said, I pire-
sante, and Flora McFlîmsy, witt lier I'nothing ta wea-,"
lias offt arisen, periaps; as e suitable campanion piece.
Because tht liai new nordl doesn't lie on tht table, or tht
lattat magazine, dots it follow there is nathing ta read ? 1
confcss ta have badl ibis feeling myself, sometimes, and sa
been compelledl ta talce dlown saine ai tht cood aid bocoks
fira their shelvts-wbere thty had laira so long that if they
bzd not baten vcsy gaa indeed they would msnot certainly
bave spoiled-and have beep thoraughly aatonised at xny
castra ignorance, in:allowing suci treasures ta lie so idly by
me, my soul or intellect going itnagsy aneantime. Ai there
are no better friends than tht oid frieads; no bhtter sauci;
tba.s the ald sang& ; n grzandcx hy mus ihan those titi have
long bete eanserattd by cburch usage; and no music swee.
er than the notes ta which ise listecd in fax away tianes
and in far away places; so te dear books, those which have
been tried aud tested by ailiter Renerataons and *1proanunced
goad," inay be trusted mow. They have an old wine flavour
butter titan tht new ; an odaur of old thyme ad forgci.ane.
notz ùhst revivez ailier daysand oter lames. and WC gsaw
broader andi wiser as we spread the years belore us that aur
failiers krcw. Tht books af ta.day are written husriedly for
tbese svift tirnes-the ligliter litcrature, I mcan-and con-
sequently have but a prescrit, fleeting value. Tht aId baals
-- Sr standard literature-zre like rocks that the isaves o!
occan bave bealen and battered witliout injusy ; sta.nding
the dleaner and tht whitcr for the washing af tht cenaines.
L.et the old books bc brought forward. Wc will find in
thecin a beauty aectn only in C-ge ; a bcatity ai silvered hait
ana tht genial suashine of yeams

PRICE OF ELEPHifNT7S.

Tht Moors isba drive a trade un elephants ltraugliont tht
Indies, bave a fixtd price for tht ordiuaiy type, according
to ilieir sire. To ascastain theis truc value, thry sacasure
frant tht nail of the fore fOot ta tht top cfth shaulder, and
for every cillit bigla they Rive at th.t et o! £ sao of aur
money. Au African elephant of tht la.-esî sire mensres]
aba mine crbits, et liitecit a a hall fet. in htigbî, and
ia vorth about £90w; but for tht linge elephants af tht
island of Ceylan four lianes that sain is givexa. Had Junbo
b=e measred by tht- sam.- standard, ishat would have been
Uis xcii value in znoney?-Nte and Quntme.

COLLECTING OLD POSTAGE STAMPS.

the convenU and coogitgations caflected tht :ld postage

stamps by tht milllon. Tht Frecli postmasacr-.gcai,

cou reas cmc purcb=a Sdtagc stms ievestipteci
the mabjd &td msas tlad hat eepricss of cadi ioc exc
civtd lamge quantities o(slansps (rm Coespondent deirx
of mî1:iuZ offaingZ or aylng for -msuad tbai Ibese
vexe sased sa paying '.,r citema He wsu mots ntfied vrilla

Ibo e nLOD, and commissuoed M. Mant tht chîi ofibe d.tsc9lv sore, Io =iLke fartber in Iglationa The

cfficiai reported tflit the couvents callecttd aId stamps titat
ttad tâtea usett ta seli thitea gain ta dealts in various parts
of tht world, ta bc ahsorbed by colilectors. i. Cachesy ws
nat satisfied %villatitis exptanaaion, ismici paceded on the
assnuption titat severat millions ai phtiatel asas ivere ycarly
added ta anay millions alseady Iaterested in th2 Collection
ai stamps a! varlous nations. This yea the Post-office De-
partancet bas sentwted its Inquiries, stimuleted by tht iset
that tht woik a! coltec.tiug aId stamps ia peing un mutie ac-

tively titan ever, aud that severat dealers have opened their
shotas la Paris. M. Cocitery bas lais suspicions that ail la net
honest in titis business, but the Paris authorities decline ta
ca.npcrate any fusIlier, sud tou tht matter stands. This
situe tiug has been dont extensively in otites places, but il
as for no cud purpose an the end. Stamps tannas be
tolltcttd irn quanaities et any cosi exceptaog for tht pompasse
of defraîldaîg tht goverun, by cteaning aud using taam
oves again. ___________

TI L IL AC.

I fled too tited and fna aid
Long rambles in the i.uudi tui take,

Tu seek the cowslt.p. early gutld,
Andi se-ast fur violets tn thet ia ake

Nos tan I, as I used te, bend
bMy litat lied ut floavers ta tend;
Wherc greR any scentcd pink%, ao.day
Tht crcepang witch-grass lia.% its sa>.

But ishen my dons I open %vide
Ta breatite tht arm savec ait a.! spnang,

Tht fiagrance cames ta Lke a ide,
Great liurlpe plumes beure nie swing,

For looktag ia, close by lthe duos.
The Iliat blossusus as uf vot,
Tht casILesi fliwes my ch&idhuud knew
lu ta titcgsay, wisol molan su..

Deas commua arec, ahat needs no taie,
Whose rout an any sui watt lave,

llui ntany a Jrcaay spot gruws ft
With te spriog charte thy ctustets gave t

Tht narrais court yard in tht toisa
Knows thy siseet fsagrance ; sud tht braisa,
Lois, hiU.-side fain hanse bides its Caves
Beneatit tht gray-grcn of thy leaves

.oascd by te sentit and~s gentît toucit,
In ptsfumed shawess shy bîoam fit,

Thon asketit litte givcat mucli;
Tliy lavisit b!oosa is frce ta all.;

And even 1, sit in. shut out,
Frosu nil the sunny isosît about,
Finit tht first flower my chiltihooti Irisa
Ia ta tht gray, rm isoman truc.

DIS.TANvCE OF Tll£ SUNV

Soine of the revisei fi_,ures and opinions concerning tht
sa, as te result ai tht mest rectal observations, aided by
improvtd suethoda andt appliances, arc of ptculiar anteresa.
Thus, tic former calculations, ismicli Ilaced tht sun zt 95,-
ooo.oo miles frain the tart, sud wbich remnaini uques.
tioncit for so manY years, arc nais changed, on lte highesl
anthority, s0 ns ta prestut a antan distance of 93, 100,000
miles Nos leas interesting are thlis investigations ishicit
deal triit tht salar temperaturc, respetiag wlaici the Most
diverse apinibus have existed uni.i lsely amen g mca af
science, tbese opinions differing. iu faci, ai the way front
mallions ta tht comparativcly lais temperature Oi 3,6320
Fahrenheit. Tht figures nais mois gencratly receiveit axe
abose a! Professer ]Xtetai, af Pada, isto, altes the most
pro!ound and prolongeai slndy, p laces tht -un's tempexature
at abont iS.ooa degrees Fahtrenheit. Another notable fact
as tht recenit discovery af axygen in the sun~s atanospher--
the farss discavesy. ndeefi, ai tiec existence of any non-me-
îaltic clemnent Ibert.

CHEERPULNESS IN CIIILDREiV

A very smalt malter isili arouse a child's mirth. Hais
stitt the hanse is ishen tht little anta are fait aalcep sud
thtr pattera! lecd are sulent 1 Hais casily tht fun o! a
child bubble-s forab I Taire cet thoit post prcsaturely
aged litat unes brat in lte cutter. crarupeit in unbtaltby
homes. and iii used, it may ha by dranicen parents, a you
isilI fand abat tic child's nature is not ail crusittd ont o!
tesa. Tht y arc gleeful cbildren still, albecit they lock sa

hagcrd aud weary. Try t0 excite their mirxtuncs, sud

e lon :aï langi rings ont as isild and fret as if Ibert e e
.. sacb ahia as sorsawin l the warld. Let tht deux litt
ants laugttiea; tua soon, suas I ttcy wilt have cause Io

wcep o t try ta chetk or silence thesit but Ici their
gîtef1as ring ont a rladsotut peal, tcmindling us o! tht
deys ishen We ton, coula la=gl i tut a sigit, sud sing itit
Out tar

ta ane of tht icustit magnitude ; aud then, ln anotiter titret
and a hai! houts, reassumes Its original btllliancy. These
changes tem ta tadicate tht pscsencç of an opaque body
ishic§it ntercepts nit regular intervals a part of tht ligit
emltted by Algol.

Tius tit floar af heaven la ual only "thick inlaid with
patanes of ilsglt gola," but studded alsa iwith extinct stars
--once probably as brilliaut as aur aiso Suin, but naw dead
and cold, as itlelanhola tella us tiai eut Sun iisd1 'it y lit
saine seventeen millions of years hence.

FISIIINGC IIT11 ELECTRIC LIGI?.

A Frenchi yachting paper describes the nev apparatus
ishicli is used with tht permission af tht Governmntt cf titi
contry for fishing by electricîty at uirht. Il cansists af a
gl tic of glass iihin wvhicla tht ciectrie llght is sbawn. Tisa
conductors cncaaed in utta-percha are arrangea su as ta
mnect ane anashes on thtinsidc, very mucit an the saune prtin.
ciple ishicli is now familiar ta ait vasitors ta tht Crystal
Palace. They consmunicate iii a fishing boat ainchored
at a convenieut distance, and tan, et caurse, ie, se i
actavity by the occupants of tht boat. Ai tatht globe-,it h
~atached ta a aveight helow and a float above, sa that il tan
bc raised or lowered ta tht desired depth. As soora as tht
cai hans are agnited and tht glass is in proper position, ail
tht s=s in sats vicinity as ilusinaaed briltaanily, and the fluli,
oves wh.in light is weli knawn ta exercise au irreistible ia.
fluence at night, came caperly, and sorritinits lu large
schuots, itahin tht raya. Thty nsay be seen irons abave
Jsurtaug theaxselves trn tht unsccastonsed brightness, and
lattle drtsm.ng u! tht sintates purpose triith which tht lîttie
fate as urgaaired fur tem. i as thtn abat otites listing-

ats, anta ivitit nets, conte upl and set ta work ai tht un.
c.nst..,us vianaans, wih they surionad as aveu as tbey =a
%%,îhuaaî iaaesfcrang wath tht appasatus connectdi with tht
l.ehted glube. ht may ba supposed that titis device ta cal.
cuiated ta opesate tritt snucit deadiy tifeet wsttever it la
uacd , and thert stemns te be macht denbt ishetiter i will
eve: bc alloiser as a recognised kind of flshing ithin ter.
sitosial waters. lndeed, the lactose granted by tht Goveru-
ment as said tu ha nstreiy provazsannal, and for tht parpose ai
testing tht new machine.

GEMS.

Tht rasrai o! ail geissis not tht diamond, which foliaisa
after the Tuby. Thas in ils tusu allaws Vreedtnce ta tht
chsyobtsyl-populnrîy kuaisu as tht Ct s-tye. The truc
stone cames Iroa= Ceylan, titougit Pliny kacis ai somtthing
samalar, under the natte: af xinilampis, fluna in tht bcd of
dit Enphraatcs Can ise isonder, islien ise laok at ane of
titese sangular productions of nature, with ils silvera streaks
an tht cen tre, aud observe, as ise move il eser a slightly,
tht m2gie raya af vasying lighî that illuine its surface, that
it isasan abject o!pro!ancd revescuce ta tht ancients? Tht
posseasos isas supposed neyer ta grow poorer, but aîways ta
increase lii substance. Tht largest knawn la nin l the

posession ai Ms. Bryce Wright, tht weIi.known aninerala-
gîst. ilis recorded in tht aunaIs af Ceylan, and kuaise ta
history as the fnest in tht world. Tisa stars ai lessex
magnitude shion by ahs sade, aud WCe are inford thit tliree
sutit atones a=t fot kotr ta exist eîstishere in tht vside
world.-Lndýrn Graphic.

lfEA TUER AMziECTINVG THE MIRD.

Duli, depreising, dingy deys produnce dispiriting reflet.
liens and gloanay thougta, and smaIl Wsonder iie ise
remembex that tht mida ot aaiy a motive, buta seceptive
organ, ad that ail tht impressions it recelves front isithout
reacb alt Irougli tht imediums ai senses wsiicit are direciiy
dependezat on lthe condition ofligt and atanosphere for theas
action, ad therefore immcdiateîy inficnaed by the snrad-
îog conditions. hlis a cammnscn.icsenference tai if the
imn essions front iithout reacit tht mind tbxongh imper-

ieuy.acing orgats af stase, sud those impressions aie
thensseives set in a raitar itheltie kty of colour, sanad, sud
Rentrai qualitits, tht mnd inuit bie shat as called ilmoody."
Ilisl nos t habit af senible people ta, malce suficicar-
alloisance for titis rationale af dialinesi and subjective wçak-
tics. Soint persans %Te male dtpendeni o cx.%sirn2i au
cuanstances; and conditions for their energfie-or tht stimulus
that Converts patentWa kinetzc forme-thzn atiers; but ait
CIl tht influence af the warld ithant, and to titis itflaence

tht sick and tht Waat e c;pccially sesponhive. Hencetht.
varying tempera-ments ai mind ctacgicg isiti t1Fx ieather,
tht ontlook and tht wmad.--.Arn.

Fa-%iAN emissarits art sa:d ta ha actavely crngagedagiiusi
tht Eaglixh in Egypt.

FiSÂNcE propasecs ta make a thorouRh extermination af
tht troîres that iniesi suint afils districts.

-Gvrcw>F-'S atrt eS s ppnit-d in %bc shape 01 a crIani
(roma Chiecago, Wuo uas gant to a shngton.

DEAD STARS. A SiMLA despatch says 12,000 mcen canld bc asaembied

Lilce tht saud of lte ses, lie stars afi heavea have ever in Bombay for transport ta Ezypt ln tweuay.!ous bouts.
beto Tased sas effectivz sy-inhla o! number, aud tbe icaprove. OFFiciAt statissics shaow abat tiseream xe so, Amuesicans
merta in oar mettadi o! observation have added frtih force or Iish Amtticars in Dnblin titiaut visitble c pationi.
tgaOns original iinpTt555i= Tati: ]est clause af the Rpression Bill tas passeid in tht

W nis huais that aur carila is but a fraction ai one ant Imperial Hanse o! Commons by a vote af 69 ta 6, aCter a
of ai least 75.000,000 wolîds Bat ibis as nos.ih di 2 us stig
lion ta the laminons heavcnîy bodies, te cannrau doubi tat
Ibert are conileas others. invisible ta us froi tair grac FLulaN, a Director af tht City of Glagow Bank, ba-s
distance, sanalles aise, os fotables ight, tndtecd, ise kuov becz senstencedl ta tigit mtanthti mprisaonant foi cenucioa
tat titr art any dark badJits wihi naistuait no ligas, w iti ttc (allure of the bank.
or compiativcly little. Ttas in lte cas of Procyon, tht Mr- FsxLCIs M-UaPI w compîeted lis montb'a leper-
existenc aflan invisible body as pacd b~ tht movemseni ci ance ,usadtc ae Aberd=e on lIte zgth saiL. ishe belavet
the visiblz %tar. AraIn, h mar si ta le ctiospao ,c u 3,0M0 Pert*= assmbled in tbc Mausic Hal. hI

inctapreex:e t>Alola il i n rl the had aiM-Ivsanoumced ibt 21,000 _pessons aid accepted the bUne
aua. Ti: star ahane vrititant change for tisa daj; then rilibon badge ln tht cityo of urbain, bowcver ,00 isre
ina tire boue. and a aL* dwlndloes rapi a star ad te second jteetotalers previons to th sit of Mr. Maapby.
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