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TWENTY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

(Continued from last week.)

FIFTH DAY.

MONDAY MORNING.

The Assembly wasthin at the opening, many
nembets having not returned from Sabhath duty,
bat filled up as the session went on. Ao invita.
tion from Hir Honor the Licutenant-Governor to
Govetnment House for Tuesday, from 4.30to 6.30

., wss sccepted, A telegram was read from
g)r. G. L. Robinson, accepting his appointment
at Professor on  condition that he be released by
bls congregation, The Presbytery of Toronto
was Instructed to make arrapgement for his in-
duction to the chair. Principal Caven was, on
méitlon, coogratulated by the Assembly on his
teception of the Honorary Degree of LL.D.
from Toronto Universi‘y.

Thereports of the Widows' and Orphans’
Fuads, Eastern Section, Maritime Provinces, and
ofthe former * Kirk * Synod were presented.
The {und in the east is in a highly prosperous con-
ditlen,  Mr. T B. Macaulay, Actuary of the Sua
Llife Assurance Association of Moatreal, having,
after & careful examination of the whole fund,
given the following opinion :

" Such a showing cannot be but highly satis-
{sctory to all the friends of the fund, and I fecl
thit you atetobe copgratulated. You are not
only tolidly extablished but prospetous.”

The Western Section is not in so fortunate a
pasition  The report states -

It {s to be regretted that the congregational
contributions are this year $1,224 less than last.
It is 10 be feared that there isa misapprehension
in'the minds of not a few as to the needs of the
fusd. The Endowment is not nearly sufficient,
13 1ome bave supposed, to m=et the cver-increas
log demands.  Thix vear the income from zll
soutces was 83.590 78 short of the expenditure.
Tbis fact should be broughit prominently before
every congrepation in  the Church. The fund
hissuffeted from depreciation in the value of
propenty on which investments had been made
and also from a reduction in the rate of interest.

It is very desirable that every minister at
his ordination  should conpect himself with the
fund, and that all who are in arscars should pay
their dues as soon as possible."

An overlure was taken up from the Presbytery
of Torouto, supported by Rev. J. A.Grant, askiog
that the widows of those ministers who were not
cantribut rs to the fund be allowed some benefit.
The overture was referred to the committees East
and \Vest for consideration. A request was
made Ly the Presbytery of London, that the
name of Mrs. Wreight, widow of the late Rew.
\Valter Wright, be placed on the fund. Ms.
\right was not a contributer, but, as Dr Prosd-
foot, who supported the request of the Presby-
tery, said, he did seventcen years of hard service
in Canada. The request was relerred to the Com-
mittee on the Widows' and Orphans' Fund (West-
an Seclion).

Peincipa! Caven gave notice of motion, to be
seconded by Principal King, in regard to the
Masnitoba School question, and the Committee on
Bills was icstructed to provide a time for its wis-
cussion.

The notice elicited applause

On the report of the Committee oo Leave to
Minuters to Retite, permission was given to the
following:  Rev  Dr. Isaac Murray, Hector B
MeKar, of the Maritime Previnces, Rev D
Wistart, Rev. W. L~chead, Dr. James, W. S
Ball {when Presbytecv certifics that he has retired
fiom active duties), Profeesor Grepp, e Rell
(e3 300D as he retires from Registrarship of Queen's
College). | S. Burnett (Jan 1, 1S97), W For-
sl (tc‘)hced on the list), A. Sutherland (when

storal tie at Ripley shall he dis olved), W, K.

cCulloch (for one year), V. Mitchell {continued
for another year). Rev. Dr. McClelland's case was
tefensed to the Cummittee on the Fued with
power to issue it, as the papers wore incom.
plete.  The application of the DPresbytery of
dirma for a year's allowance from the fundto
the widow of the late Rev. A. Urquhart in lieu of
what be would have been justly cntitled to before
his death had he so applied, was referred to the
commiltee for favorable consideration

The overtures from the West bearing on sal
sries, and what was left over from last week,
stie referred to a special coramittee, with Dr.
Somerville as convener.

Orertures were preseated from the Syno?d of
Manitobs aod the North-West and from the Pres-
bytery of New Westminster, asking for the ap-
Sintment ol a committee in which the various
atds aod committees should be represented,
10d which should seek to pive greater unity and
coosistency tothe policy of the Church  Rev.
R.G. McBeth, of Wionipeg. and Rev. J. C.
Herdman, of Calpaty, and Rev. G. A, Wilson,
of Vernon, supported the overtures. It is desir-
abie, the speakers urged, that the present multi-
linous appeals from the different  bards and com-
nittees thould be lessened and that the salaries of
the missionaries of different sorts, say Home 2nd

Foteign, workiog in the same locality should not

be so diverse in amountsas in some cases they
are now.

Principal King thought the Assembly would
all agrree that the work of the Church should re-
ceive support in accordance with the relative
importaoce of the various schemes, and not be
left as it now i3 to the apgressiveness and activity
of conveners or committees. The delect was ad-
mitted on all hands, although the remedy may
not be so evident. Dr Proudfoot and Prof. Mc-
Laren continued the discussion until the hour of
adjournment.

MONDAY AFTERNUON.

Some time this afternoon was taken up in the
discussion of an alleged grievance in the adminis-
tration of the fund for Aged and Infirm Ministers,
10 which the Rev. James Cleland, of Port Hope,
a beaeficiary of the fund, presented very fully the
complaint of himself and others in the' matter.
Mr. J. K. Macdonald, convener of this committee,
explained points with respect to which Mr. Cle-
land and those whom he represented were under
& misapprebension, and defended the action and
rules of the committee, which, after discussion,
were sustained by the Assembly.

The consideration of the overture of the Synod
of Manitoba and the North-West, and a similar
one from that of British Columbia and several
Western Presbyteries, praying in substance that a
committee should be appointed to take iato
coansideration the total amounts needed for carry-
ing on the work of the Church uander its various
committees, with a view to unily it, and avoid
even the appearance of rivalry, was resumed and
spoken to by the Rev. Dr. Robertson. The est-
mates, he said, presented to the Assembly by the
different committees were often passed without
much thought or adequate Lknowledge. This

ommittee would be representative, and it would
be its business to carefully consider the amounts
asked for by each, and 5o to use every dollar con-
tributed to the treasury of the Church as toturn it
to the very test account. The plan proposed was
that followed bythe Methodist Church—it was
Presbyterian and common sense. He did oot fear,
as some did, that congregations would consider
this an intetference with their libesty. Cases
were referred to by Dr. Kobertson in 1egard to
which the charge had been made that the mosey
of the Church was not wisely spent, in attemplisg
to sustain a weak cause where there were already
other evangelical churches working and strugeliog
to live. The Doctor showed that there was much
less of this than was usually supposed, and thatio
the cases which had been spoken of, this was not

ne,

He was followed by the Rev. James Buchanan,
who strongly supported the overture on the
ground of the unity of our Church. Mimisters and
missionaries were perplexed and worsied by cir-
culars coming from all the different committees
pressiog their claims apd adding to the expense of
administration, while missionaries had not a liv-
ing salary. He made statements showing in his
opinion excessive cust of adminstsation, by which
money was taken which should go to pay missive-
aries’ salarirs, and contrasted the favourable posi-
tion of the Foreign missionaries of the Church in
several particulats with the less fortunate position
of her Home missinparies.

The Rev. Dr. Warden chatlenged directly the
correctaess of the cl arges made by Mr. Buchanan
as to administration He sbowed that he (Mr.
Buchaonan) was incorrectly classing as admivistra-
tion, payments tha' did oot at all come under this
head. He showed, by giving the actual figures,
of what was properly adwipistration, that Mi.
Buchanan wasaltogether astiay in his calculations;
and that thecost of administration, propetly speak-
ing, was very small jndeed compared with the
statements which had beeo made, and which he
deprecated as beiog both wrong andmost :ojurious.

M:. Hamilton Cassels showed similarly and
most conviacingly that the cost of admimstenng
the Foreiga Mission funds of the Church was most
rigidly careful and cconomical ; and instead of
beiog the extravagaot sum which bad been men-
tioned, was not more than five per cent. of the
total amount expended. The committee did nol
see how this central committec would effect any
saviog, becausc they could not be expected to
have that minute knowledpe and to give that
winute attention to the work and needs of cach
committee which the members of it now gave,
The whole power was in the bands of the Church
members, who gave what they saw fit for each ob-
ject. and all the separate committees could do
was to spend as wisely and cconomically as pos~
sible what they were entrusted with.

The Rev. Mr. Macrae, of Colliopwood, was
glad the debate had arisen ond to know that the
cost of admiboistraton was so small, because mali
their morthern country a different opinion pre-
vailed. Revs. M. H. Scott, Hull ; Gracey, Gan-
aonque ; Drs Mackay, Woodstock , Thompson,
Sarnla ; Macrae, St John, N B., aad others took
part in the debate.  Rev. R. P. Mackay poiated
out the difficulty of mastering thoroughly all the
details of the work of any of the great committees
g0 as wisely to advise a5 to items of expense in
evety case, 2nd mentioned that lately members
of the exccutive of the Foreign Mission Commit-
tee, familiar with all its detsils, bad speat two
whole days in carefelly considering the estimates
of that one committee. The Rev. J. B. Fraser

suggested the combining of several committecs
into one large one, which could subdivide itself as
it felt necessary to take charge ot separate matters.

Rev. Mr. McBeth, who introduced the over-
ture, closed the debate. It was no reflection upon
the administration of the present committees, it
was not West against East, or salaries of Foreipn
missionaries against Home missionaties ; nor need
it interfere with perfect spontaneity in giviog, for
everyone would still be at full liberty to give to
any object he ch~se, The committee would be a
tepresentative one, and it was simply an effort to
sccure the utmnst unity and economy possible
in the working of the great schemes of the
Church. After amendments of various kinds were
proposed and lost, it was agreed .o send down the
overture to Presbyteries to consider and report to
pext Assembly.

MONDAY EVENING.

The repost of the Church and Manse Building
Fund was next taken up, and presented by the
Rev. Dr. Robertson. This fund was & most im-
portant one. In the fourtecn years of its exist-
ence it had been instrumental in the erection of
269 churches and 56 manses, worth well up to
half a million of dotlars. The rent saved in the
manses erected aloze would repay interest at nine
per ceat. A cusis had now been seached in the
state of the Fund, as the committee could now only
lend from the interest of the capatal amount, which
it was feared would seriously interfere with the
progress of the Church’s work in this department.
Dr. Robertson dwelt upon the importance of giv-
iog the Chuich visibility by the erection of a
building, how weak congregations were encourag-
ed to undertake buildiog by the help of a small
loan, but that also it was not always possible to
loan money, because of the opposition 1n some
localities to having churches erected. He told of the
many and importaot uses which the church-build-
ing Fuod 1o the West served, and the real belp it
gave to the missionary o his work. He refeired
to the great kindoess, as regards this Fuod, of Mr.
J. P. Morton, of London, England, who had
again placed at the disposal of the committee
$5,000 without interest, on the condition simply
ol paying back one-filth of the pnacipal anoually.
The teport was adopted by the Assembly.

The Augmentation Fund (Eastern Section)
followed, and its report was presented by the Rev,
Ds. Moriison, Halifax. The total receipts of all
kinds by the fund last year were $8,270.92.
There were still cosgregations which had failed
to come up to the amount asked of them and
others which had done nothing at all. The
Church asa whole, bowever, had given more
than in the preceding year. and the reason why
cvery munister had not received his full promised
amount from the fund was because more settle-
ments of ministers had takea place, and so more
had to be assisted. They had got nincty-two per
cent. of the amount promised, some of the Pres-
byteries had already made up the balance and it
was hoped that all would yet doso. Rearrange-
ment of the fields is taking place with a viewto
relieve the fund as far as possible ; a spirit of self-
help on the part of congregations is being deve-
loped which promises well for the future. The
applications next year for help are sixty, and
grants have been made to fifty to the amount of
$9,003. The history of the fund during the year
as a whole has been ope of progress aod useful-
pess, and the prospects for the future are hopeful
and encouraging. The aim of the fund was the
nuble one, that every conpregation should have a
settled minister, that every minister should receive
an adequate support, and that to secure this, the
strong should help the weak.

The report of the Western Scclion, of which
a summary follows, in the absence of the
Rev. Dr. Campbell, of Renfrew, who since the
death of the Rev. D. J. Macdonnell had acted as
chairman of this fund, was presented by the Rev.
Ds. Warden. In opepiog he paid a tribute to the
memory of its late convener, Mr. Macdoonell, of
whom he could scarce trust himself to speak.

After referring in f2eling terms to the great
Ioss which the committee and the fund bave
sustained by the death of its lamented convener
the late Rzv. D. J. Macdcanell, the report pro-
ceeds : It seems peculiarly appropriate that at
this junction we should recall and empbasize the
work accomplisbed from the inception of the
scherae in October, 1883, to the present time. In
May, 1583, there were on the list of the Home
Mission Fund 108 congregations supplemented
up to §600,00. Most of these wete transferred
to the Aupmentation Fund, giviog immediately
immense relief and impetus to the purcly Home
Missiop work. Besides these, about 160 congre-
gations, where stipeods were less than $750,
were placed on the list, makiog in all 256, With-
in the year cighty-seven congregaticns became
self-sustainiog, avd almost all the others made
decided advance in cootributions. Since then
194 cobgregations, priocipally Home Mission
fields, have been placed on the list, whilst 174
congregations have become sell-sustaining, aod
filty-four have cither been returned to the Home
Mission list or rewoved from other causes. Prob-
ably no mcvement to which our Church has set
its hanc bas cqualled this in stimulatiog and fos-
tering its weaker fields, and in giving heart to

the workers in them. Certainly, it is not tou
much to say, that the preseat position of out
Church and her prospects for the future had been
altogether less satisfactory had it not been for
the movement so ably guided by our late con-
vener,

Inthis connection we give a moredetailed state-
ment of the year's work. Tweoty-one congee-
pations have reached the self-sustaining stape as
follows: Svnod of Montreal and Ottawa, 7 ;
Syuod of Toroanto and Kingston, 4; Svnod of
Hamilton and London, 2; Synod of Danitoba
gpd North-West, 4; Synod of British Colum-

ia, 4.

Whilst so many congregations have been
temaved, it is to be noted that others, chiefly (rom
the Home Mission list, have been received, as
follows : Syood of Moatreal and Ottawa, 13
Synod of Toronto and Kingston, 4 ;5 Synod of
Hamilton and London, 4; Synod of Mabitobz
and North-West, 13 Synod of Britixh Columbia, 2.

Thus the goodly rotation of Home Mission
field, augumented congregation and self-sustain-
ing charge is goiog on, and may well be rejoiced
in as beiog the very strength and honour of our
Church.

It is pleasant, in view of all the circumstances.
to be able to report that after paying grants in {ull
there remaios a sm~il balance, $1,090, at credit.
The receipts total $24,333.6t ; but as there wasa
refund of $440.91, the contributions from all
sources should he set at $23,892.70, as compared
with $25,436.05 last year, a decrease of $1,543.-

The strongest expressions might be quoted
from Presbytery teports as to the great value at-
tached to the work of this committee in building
up, strepgthening and encouraging struggling
Churches.

And now, what of the future ? It seems diffi
cult to judge, but we remember almost the last
message of our late Convener: *‘If we get
through this year without a deficit, confidence will
be restored ard we shall do well.” We have
escaped the deficit, and it rests with the Church
to fulfil the presege of his message. May we oot
go on with confidence, believing that there shall
be even a forward movement 2

This year we again ask that $28,000.00 be
placed at our disposal but we are convinced that
if it conld be made $30,000.00 or $32,000.00,
there could be no better investment made in the
interests of the Church.  For then we could at
once relieve the Home DMission Fuand of some
forty or more congregations, whote interests would
be best promoted through a scttled pastorate.
We wovite such sympathetic consideration and
action on the patt of Presbyteries, Ministers and
Sessions throughout the coming vear as may place
us at its end in so favourable a financial position
that we shall be able to report that such a helpful
forward movement has beén well begun and is
likely to be carried on to a successfulissue.

Ia support of this Fund Dr, Warden pointed
out, in addition to other evidences of success, that
telatively, 2 much larger number of conversions
were repotted from augmented coogregations than
from others, and that from them no arrears of
salary bad to be reported. If it was asked what
are these congregations doing to help themselves ?
It mipbt be answered that while the average of
contributions for salaries duving the yearin the
Church is $4.41, in 330 augmented congregations
it is$7.09. Last year a new departure was made
in appoiating Synodical Committees in addition
to Presbyterial to aid in the working of this fund,
and these committees, Dr. Warden said, were do-
ing * cxcellent wotk.” This year every graot
had been paid in foll, a0d not only was there no
debt, but an adverse balance of last year of $700
was chanped this to a balance in favor of $1,090.
He, Dr. Watden, knew of no more helpful fusd
than this, and all that was nceded to enable 1t to
do more was morc money. With a powerlful
appgal on its behalf, he moved the adoption of
the report.

Rev. Dr. Caven seconded it, and in doing so
also bore very high testimony to the characier of
him whose loss all deplore, and especially to his
well-known and poble service on  bebalf of this
fund. It had not been at first favorably received,
because it was thought that every copgregation
should support itsclf. But it was a Scriptural
priociple, and therefore a principle of our Church,
that the steonp should help the weak. ““The
mioisters,’’ he said. * of aupgmented congrega-
tions held 2 position in the Church just as honor-
able as these who occupy places 10 which are
paid the highest salaries ; they hold a relationship
10 the whole Presbyterian Church 12 the same
way as does every minister who is doing its work.
1t the puncipie of this fund was Scrptural, ot
what use wasit if beld only asa theory; cvery
congregation therefore should lend its  help
through this fund to our weak charges.” He coa-
cluded by morving a resolution in cornzction with
the death of its late convener, which was heattly
agreed to.

Tbhe next subject taken vp this evening was
the report of Young People’s Socicties,  The ex-
pectation of this report bad drawn many of them
out to the meeting. The report was presented
by the convener, the Rev. R. Douglas Fraser,
Bowmaoville. It was the first report, and the
origin of this committee and details were pretty



