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judging from the requests for dates, gives promise
of bemng sustawned by the same degree of interest.
The unamimous approval of this plan, which is hat
a species of university extension in the Church, ue-
monstrates that in this busy, crowded day the
people welcome some such heipful and entertamming
method ot cducation. It stirs up the young people
and quickens the interest of those who are older in
these subjects that lie very close to the life and work
of the Church.”

Thus by this means 30,000 people received a
certain amount of instrucuun vn the subjects treat-
ed, and not only instruction, but also nteller tual
and spiritual quickening whose results it would be
difficult fully to estimate. it may be asked, how
are munisters,whose time 1s already occupied to the
utmost, to tind time to prepare and deliver such
lectures ? The system could not be very tully adopt-
cd in some Presbyteries, but it might, to some ex-
tent, be adopted 1n alwmost every one.  Aad wouid
1t not {urnish an excellent and needed stunulus to
many mimsters to read systematicaily and persc-
veringly in certain lines tor which they have a
taste, it they had an object in view in doing it, such
as a course ot lectures of the kind referred to would
furnish ? it could be adapted to any class ot sub-
jects, and it appears to suggest a method whereby
much nceded struction could beimparted to a
large number of our people on subjects connected
with our Church, and not smitable 1or the puipit, of
which they are now wholly 1ignorant or have only
the most partiai knowiege, but i which 1tis of
great importance for theansetves and for the Chu..h
that tney shouid be well grounded. Speaking ot
different applications of this method of 1nstruction
the article from which we have already quoted
gues on tosay : “Ttis schemeof the Presbytery of
St. Paul seems sutficientty practical tor wider usec.
It appeals to all intetligent Christian people as a
resource of strength, and the ground for enlarged
usefulness in the next generation of Presbyterians.
The Church must wake up to some such methods
as appeal to men and women who have passed out
from under the direct educational influences of
their earlier days, if she would form a healthy, pro-
ductive soll tos her good seed. We must do some-
thing to foster, in the face of the many obstacles of
the day, a generation that can successfully cope
with tne ditficulties the Church isto mect in tne
future.”

THE PRISONERS’ ATD ASSOCIATION
OF CANADA.

ROM thereports of Presbyteries we notice
that this Association is bringing 1ts claims
before them, tor the purpose of obtaining therr
sympathy and assistance 1n the workit s seeking
10 do. lts objects, as stated in their constitution,
are : “ 1he retormauion of offenders, their weltare
when discharged, the prevenuon of crime and
prison retorm.”

These certainly are such things as must com-
mend themselves to every enhghtened ciuzen, not
to say of every Uhristian, who should be especially
sympathetic and ready, after the example of his
Master, 1n helping to seek and save the tost.  Some
Presbyteries, we observe, take definite and helptul
action, and others do nothing more than acknow-
ledge receiving a circular trom the Association.
Each Presbytery, may of course, be considered the
best judge ot what is wisest to do within 1ts own
bounus, but in the press ot business, which Presby-
teres have often to attend to and transact in a
short time, there 1s danger o1 objects, which can be
put aside, bemg passed by without sutficient
thought. An Association like that of the Pusoners’
Aid s surely well entitied to look tor co-operation
and assistance from all religious bodies, and ought
to recewve it.  LEspecially in this the case when as
now, 1 all truly entightened Christian communities,
1t is coming more and more to be an accepted thing
that the Church’s duty 1s concerned, not only with
matters of doctrine and teaching, but with all tnat
pertamns to the social wetl-being and improvement
of a1l classes of society. Presbyteries that merely
give this the go-by, asif it were a matter in which
they have no special interest, and has little or no
claim upon them for their ume and serious con-
sideration, are certainly making a mistake, even
should they resotve they can take no definite action,
and they are not in full accord with the spirit of our
day, which ismore and more calling upon the
Church and expecting 1t to identify 1selt with all
the social amenorative and philanthropic move-
ments ot the time,

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

The Presbytery of Toronto atits mecting on
the 8th inst,, set a good example cf wise action in
this matter by appointing a committee to actin
cuncert with the Pnsoners” Aid Assuciation, The
Associatton giving 1ts thought and cffurt to for-
ward the objects alrcady named, will naturally
-ad in every step taken to secure them, and pro-
«4bly no better way of helping 1t could be nained
than by such bodies as Presbyteries co-operating
through a committee. This is the least that they
can do, and in most cases, we are persuaded, it is
also tne best thg they cando. \We hope that
all our Presbyteries may see their way to take at
least the step taken by that of Toronto. Others,
according as their circumstances have appeared to
cail for 1t, have gone a step tarther,

In order to cnuist the sympathies of our readers
in the 1nportant objects referred to, and by tlus
means secure for Yresbyteries thewr support in
any helpful action they may take, we quote here
froun a circular of thie Association ying befure us,
It asks tor defimite action irom the Dominion
and Ontario Governments, and from County
Councils. Let us remember that in secking to
promute these objects we are helping to wake
suclety around us purer, better and sater lor our-
selves and our chudren to live in ; to make our
country better ; to remove suimne ol the obstacles
which stand in the way ot the triumph of ail that
good, which every true muuster ot the gospel is
constantly laboring tor.

*Frum the Dominion Government” it is asking
“ that tne proposed reformatory tur young men be
not detinitety located unul a commissiun shalt have
reported upon the question in atl its bearings.
Tne Association 1s especially anxious that the
Protestant inmates ot the proposed reformatory
shall haveincentivesto reformauon at least equal
to those enjuyed by the prisoners confined in the
Central prison, Toronto. The moral and religious
instruction ot the Protestants in that institution is
conducted by the Prisoners’ Aid Associatton, as-
sisted by tns loronto Mimsterial Association.
This arrangement 1s tound to be much superior to
the pian ot having a paid prnison chaplam. After
the men are discharged a helping hanu 1s extended
by the Association, practical aid 1s given and many
are helped to a bewer lite.

“lrom the Ontarnio Government, the reforms
asked for are as follows, wiz.: Firstly, The re-
orgamzatio of the Reformatory for Boys at
Penctanguisnene, by locating the institution on
good tarm land so that the boys may be taught
farming with a view to their aaopting a farm lite,
and by the introductiou of ail the best methods
that are inuse i simiias sttunons in other
countries. 1t is justly claimed that our common
school system is equal if not superior to that of
other countries.  lhere 1s no reason why our re-
tormatory system should not occupy the same proud
pre-eminence. Secondty, they are asking tor the
establishment ot one or more reformatories tor
habitual drunkards. These unfortunates, many of
whom now spend more than one halt their ume in
the common jails, and with no penefit to themsclves
or to anyone eise, should at least have an oppor-
tumty to retorm. The jail does them no gooa. A
reformatory m:ght retorm. In jad their labor
counts tor very attle. 1o a retormatory therr labor
shoutd go a long way towarda makmg the institution
self-susiaining.  Moreover the removal of the
habnual drunkards from the county jails would
very much facutate the classification of the re-
maining prisoners.

“ From the County Councils the Prisoners’ Aid
Association 1s askimng for the followmng reforms,
viz. : Iirstly, for eacn county to either cstablish a
county house ot refugeor to unite with one or more
adjoining counties 1 establishing a uistrict work-
house, Secondly, to make cffictent provision m the
county jail tor the absolute separation ot the young
and comparatvely mnocent trom old offenders.
‘Thirdiy, 10 provide tne prisoners every working
day with industniat employment. Fourthly, to keep
the jait supplica with good books. tiufthly, to
place a small sum ot money in the hands ot the
Jailer to give temporary aid todischarged prisoners.
Sixthiy, a small annual grant in aidof county
prisoners on being discharged irom the Central
¥rison or the Relormatory tor women at Torouto.

“From the churches, ministerial, and Y. M. C,
Associations, temperance societies, &c., &c, tne
FPrsoners’ Aid Association asks for sympathy and
co-operation 1n their efforts for ¢ the reformartion of
offenders, their welfare when discharged, the pre-
vention of crime, and prison reform genetally.”
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Books and MDagazines.

THE NEW ACTS OF THL Aivusiubo uin Lldk
MARVELS OF MODERN MISSIONS By Kev.
Arthuc [, Pierson, DD, Fieming H. Revell
Company, Toronto,

To commend any book of Dr. Pierson’s treating of
missions will be, to ull who know his enthusiastic interest
0, aod devotion to mussions, a work ot supererogation,
Thnis volume consists ot a series ol lectures upon the tounda-
tion of the ** Duft Missionary Lectureship,” given n Scot-
land 1 1893. Lt contains an latroductiun by Rev. Anarew
Tnhomsoo, V.D., F.R S.E., ot Edinburgh, giving a brief
statement ot the lecturesuip and whe lectures. The subject
1s treated 1o five parts as tollows : I, * The New Links of
Mission History * ; 11, ** Tne New Apostonc Succession ' ;
II1, ** The New Visions and Voices™; IV. **The New
Converts and Martyrs " ; V. * The New Signs and Wond-
ers”; VI “Toe New Motives and Incenuves.” The ia-
teresung treatment of the subject carries the reader on from
page to page. Aun index adds much to the valuz of this
work. A chromo-hithographic map showing the prevailing
rehigions of the world, their comparative areas and the pro-
gress of evangelization at oace both attracts and instructs.

CHRISTIAN CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS; a
Concise Accuunt uf ‘the Symboiical Books of the
Churches and Sects of Chrisiendom ana ot the Doct-
rines Dependent on them.  Traoslated from the Ger-
man of G. A. Gumhch, Ph.D., by 1. A. Wheatley.
Cloth, 12mo., 136pp.; $1.00. New York and Tor-
onto : Funk & wWaguaus Lompaany.

A brief and convenient handbook on the subjects which
this one treats ot 1s sure to be ot great use (0 an increasing
number who have not the leisure to read larger works ;
provided that the work 1s well and 1mparually done.
That this one 1s now 1n us third edition 1s some evidence
that the work has already found acceptance with many. It
discusses in Part 1. Church Creeas ; Part 1I. Docinines uf
the Creeds ; Part I!I. Docirines of the Most Important
Sects. 1t wnis attle work should lead its readers to seek for
tuller and more perfect knowiedge, 1t wul answer a good
purpose, and, 10 make the information 1t gives truely useful,
it woula neea that.

The January Arena contams its usual large and varied
supply otintellectuat tood and stunulus of all Kinds, deahag
especially with very importaot questions of the day. As
fronuspiece there 1s a photograph of the well-known teatures
of H. W. Longteliow toliowed by an article on the Rehgion
of his Poewry. ** Chrisuan Missions m lndia, as Viewed
by an Eastern Scnolar,” 1s by Virchand R. Sandh B.A.,
and contains sweeping statemeats and Cnarges hostie (o
Chrishan missions which have often beeu met before, but
will need to be metagain. B, O. Flower contributes another
of an important seres of articles 0n a subject ot vital interest.
‘* America’s Shame,"” discusses, in a sucCession of articies,
the *‘ Age of Cobseut Laws.” A number ot other papers
on subjects ot present day 1nterest by abie writers complete
this number. The Arena Publishing Company, Boston,

(R N

Z/e Qffice and Work of Elders 1sa sermon lately preach-
ed by Rev. £riuuipat MacViear, D.D., LL.D., on the occa-
$100 01 the ordinatlon ot elders 1n Lresceur Street Church,
Moatreal, and published by request. The subject 1s treatea
under these heads: Eiders are, 1, catied by Goa’s spint 10
this office ; 2, calied 1o office by tne voice ot the peopie ; 3,
elders «bus caliea ot God and eiected by his flock are urdam-
ed to office ; 4, they are chiefly 10 rule, 10 teach and to ad-
ministes the sacrameats. Brief presentations, such as that
before us, of this imporiant subject are calcwated to be ot
great .~vvice 1n the Church, because they are read while
targer we ks are not.  We wish tor this the large circulation
which it deserves.

Thke Biblical World should beread by a large number of
clergymen tor s necipulness 1o many ways. The number
tor ihis month contains, among other articles, ** Sociology
and New Testament Study ” by the eaitor. ** The Teacn-
ing o! Jesus,” ** £he Dramain Semut.c Literature,” ** The
Originabty of tbe Apocalypse,” ** Studies 1n Palestinian
Geography,” are the teading ariicles. Comparative Renigion
notes ; Synopses of important aructes ; Noies ana opinions ;
Book Reviews and owtner departments well filled make an
wteresung and useful number. The University of Chicago
Press, Chicago, 1ik, U. S.

The Methodsst Magasine for Jabuary s a good number.
Its more nutewortny ucucies are * Oxford and ner Colleges,”
with five illustrations from Professor Goidwin Smub's re-
cent volume on this subject. ** Our owan Country,” illust-
rated ; ** Aaventures 1o Greece,” aiso iflustrated; “A -
Methodist Statesman,” * Moravian Missions,” “ Browning’s
Saut,” “Tne Star in the East,” **The House on tne
Beach,” “*A Wrecker's Light,” ** Englandin tae Nineteenth
Century.” Wm, Briggs, Toronto.

Themost receat number of Maniloba College Journal
conains a notice of the late Rev. Protessor R, Y. Tuvinsou,
B.D., trom the pen ot Dr, Kug, **Evolution and 1ts Con-
nection with Pnilosophy,* the “ Lite o1 Longlellow,” and
** Loogfeliow's Poetry,” * A Piea tor Foreign Missu -s,
and the literary and other causerie which aie usualiy to e
found 1n college journals. Manitoba Coliege, Winnipeg,
Mano.

Queen's College Fournal comains, under the head of
Ediwonal, * kne Late Liemier,” “ The_Livrary,” “A Col.
lege Sonyg Book,” ** The Canadian Rugby Union.” Under
Literature wnere1s ** The Myth of Prometneus in Hesiuvd and
Aeschylus.” Other depaniments of ihe Journal are * Con-
tnboted,” * Commuaications,” * Sports,” ** College News,"
*“Personals.” De Nobis. Queen’s College, Kingston, Ont:



