
jjudging fromtdie reqtlcsts for dates, gives 1.rom isc
o eing sustaaned by the saine dcgrcc of aatcrcst.

The unanamous approval ai this plan, whvli i as-i
a species of unlivcr!sity extensain au taie Ciurci, uc-
irotîstrates that in this busy, crowded ddy the
people wclcome some suchli cîpful aaîd entertainiiîg
mcthod ai educatioiî. It stirs up the young people
and quickcîs tic iîîtcrest of thiâe wlso are older in

Jtiese subjects that hic vcry close ta the hile aaîd avurk
af taie Claurchi."

Thus by thais aneans 30,000 people rcceived a
ctain amotînt af instrucun un the subjccts treat-
adspiritual quackcnsing wvlose resuits it would bc'

difficuht fuhly ta estitîlate. ït may be asked, hov
ae iniistcrs,%vlose tuîne is already accupaed ta tise

utota ioind tîme ta prepare and dehaver suds
lturcs ? Tlsc systeni couid not be very luily adopt-
cdui soane 1resbyterics, but it migiat, ta somte ex-

tent, bc adoptcd ii aliniost every unae. Aîad %vuuld
it aîot furiaisai ai excellent aiad îîecded stimulus tu
înaaîy mumisters ta rcad Est'sematacahay and perse-
veringly in certain lisses for %vliich they have a
taste, ia tlîey flac! ait abject iii viewv in doang it, such

as aurse ut lectures of the kina ruerred tu> wouid
fnisai? It could be adapteal ta any ciass ai sub-
jetand it appears ta suggest a ineclsod wvhereby

iucli nceded inîstruction couid be imparted ta aj large nuiriber ai aur people ou subjects coaîîacted
avitn aur Clsurch, and flot suatabie tor taie pulpat, af
wvhicls they are noav wvholly ignorant or have oniy

the most partial knowlege, but fi which at is (of
great importance Ion t1ieaneuves anîd for taie Chu. -fi
thiat taacy slîouîd be wvell grouîîdcd. Speakiug ut'
différeant applications af thas metiîod ai instruction
the artacie frani whach wc have already quotcd
gues on ta say . "Thas sclieme af tic Presbytcry ai
bt. Paua sccms suificîcîîtay practîcal for wîder use.

It apealsta aIl intelligent Chistiani people as af source ai stremigtls, and thie ground for enlarged
uefulncss in taie aaext generation of Presbyteraans.
Te Cisurcli must wake up ta sanie snch niethods

as appeal ta mcis and wvomen wvlo have passcd out
fra n under tIse direct educatioaisa influences of
ttaicr cariier days, if sic wvould form a hcaitîiy, pro-
ductive soit far lier good seed. We assust do some-
thsang ta foster, an the face af thie many obstacles af
the day, a getration that cati successfully cape
wvîth taie dîlficulties the Churcha is ta meet in tne
future."'

TýHE PRISOQIiR.' AID ASSOCI1ATION
0OP' CANADA.

ROM the reports ai Prcsbyteries we notice
~. F that d'ais Association is branging ats dlaims

before tasen, for taie purpose af abtainîng tîsear
i, sympatiîy and assistance an tlîe work it as -,eekiang

ta dIO. Its abjects, as stated an thear constitution,
are "'1he reiormnataon af offenders, thiser weliare
when ciscliarged, the preveistion af crime aîad
pson reiorin."

Tisese certainly are sucai things as inust coin-
* mcnd tiseiselves ta every enlaglitcued citizen, isat

ta say ai cvcry Uhrîstîaîî, wvho slaould be especiaily
sympathetac aaîd ready, alter taie example ai lits
Master, an helping ta seek auîd save tise îast. Saine
I'rcsbyterics, wve observe, take defiîîite aaîd Iseiptul

* action, and athsers do iiotiîing more than acknow-
iedgc rcceivîtîg a circular aram the Association.
Eacti Presbytcry, may af course, be consadcred taie
best judge ai waiat is wisest ta do withan ats awn
bouiius, but in taie press ai business, wvlsch 1resby-
termes have often ta attenîd ta and transact in a
short turne, tîscre as danger ai abjects, wlsach cani be
put asîde, beîig passed by withsout sufficient[tasougait. An Association like that of taie Prisoasers'

[ad is suicly well cntîtlcd'ta look for Co-operation
j' and assistance train ail relîgiaus bodies, aial ought

ta receave it. Iispecially iiidtas tIse case wl'eii as
now, an ail truly eaauîghtened Llînistian commnaltes,
at is coiîing mare and maie ta be an accepted thîng

* that tic Caiurch's ciuty as concerncd, ns: only wvitls
*> niatters af doctrine anal tcachîng, but svith ail muat

pert'ains ta thie social wei-bein-, and impravement
af ail classes af socicty. l>resbyteries that inerely
gave thas taie go-by, as if it ivere a matter in wniicti
taiey have aîo special irîterest, and has fintie or no
dlaim upon thern for thseir tînse and seriaus con-
si ceration, aie certainly rnaking a mistake, even
shoulci tisey resolve tlsey cans take mna defloite action,
and thcy are not in full accord with taie spirit of our
day, wlaich is more and mare caliing upon taie
Oaiurcai and expecting it*ta identify utsel with ail
taie social amcaîioratîve and philanthropic rnove-
ments ai thie time.
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The Prc-zbytcry of Toroi%to at its mucting on
the 8th irlst., set a goad examuple ci wise action in
ts mattcr by appointing a conmittc ta act in

cunccit witiî tic Prasuiierb Aid Associlation. 17hie
Association givang its thought aiîd effort ta for-
ward thc abjects already nlamcd, li naturaily
..ad in every step taken to !;ccure theni, and pro-
,dbiy no better way of hclping it couid bc natned

than by such bodieb as I rý-sbyterics ca-operatiag
throughi a committcc. Tii. is the least tiîat they
cati do, and in most cases, *ve arc persuaded, it as
also tue best tiang thcy cati do. We 'îope tiiat
ail aur Presbyterea inay se tîxcir %vay to take at
least tic stcp taken by that of Toronto. Otiiers,
acc.,rdîaîg as tlieîr circumistaîices haý,c appearcd ta
cati for at, have gosse a stcp tarther.

Iu arder ta trillethUe sympathies of our readers
iii tue imprirtant abjects refurred to, and by ts
miteans secure for 1'reshyteries thecir support in
aîîy lîcIplul action they îiay take, wc quote here
iroin a carcular of tale Associatiuu lyiilg befure us.
It asa<s lor deliitte action îroin the Dominion
aaid Ontario fjavernmeints, and fram County
Coutîcils. Let us remember that iii seekiîîg ta
prumoute tiîeàe ubjects %vc are tieiping to inake
society around us purer, better and sialer (or our-
selves and our chadren to lave iii ; ta inake our
country better ; to reinave suine os tie obstacles
whîîicti stantd iii the %vay ai the triumplh of ail that
goud, wlîicli every truc anhnister oi the gospel is
constantly laboriaîg for.

FrmtlueDomintin Goveriment" it is asking
that tu pro0poseu reforinatury tur youîîg aren be

flot detaniteiy located until a commissionî shiai have
reporteci upon the question in ail its bearîaîgs.
Taie Associatiaan as cspciaily anxious tisat tue
Protestant aumates of 111e proposed reforaratory
shail nave incentaves to reformation at ieast equal
to those enjuyed by thie prisoners confinied iii thie
Central prison, Toronto. The moral and rcligious
anstiuction ai the PVrotestanits in that institution is
conducted by tie Prisouers' Aid Association, as-
sibted by tnz Toronto Maiaisterial Association.
Thas arrangement as tound ta be mucli superior ta
thie plan as idvang a paid prasoni chaplain. After
taie men are dascharged, a liclping hatiu as cxtenýded
by the Association, practîcai aid as giv.-n and maîîy
are hclpcd ta a be[Lcr Ilale.

" Il rom the Ontario Gavcrnment, the refornis
asked for arr. as foilows, vîz. :Firstly, Taie re-
argauîzatio,.a of taie Refarmatory for Boys at
Pectaîguistaene, by locataing the institution on
good tarin land sa that thc boys inay be tauglit
farming with a vaewv ta thieir aclaptîing a farti Ilaie,
andi by tue introductiou of ail thie best methods
that are in use aiu samîfai institutions anl other
cauntries. It: ib justly ciaamed tiîat aur canion
schooa systein is equai if not superior ta tlîat af
other countries. 1 tiere as no reason why aur re-
formatory system àtiouid flot occupy the saine proud
pre-caneaice. Seconcity, they are asking fur the
establishîment ai anc or marc refarmaturies for
habituai drunkards. These unfortunsates, anany of
wvhom aîawv spcud marc tnan anc liait their tune anl
the coamnon jails, and with îîa aenefit ta theniselves
or ta anyane cisc, should at I cast have an oppor-
tunaty tu relarîn. Trhc jail docs thein no goota. A
reioranatory m:ght reiurm. In jail ttieir ldbor
counits ior very aattle. lu a rcloraaatory thiar labor
shouid go a long wvay tovarui making taie inîstitutionî
seît-sustainiiîg. £lareover taie remavai af taie
habituai druaikards fraîn thie cauuty jails wauid
very muci faciaitate tue caassificatioii af the re-
naining prisoners.

"Frosn'taie Uounity Councals the Prisoners' Aid
Association as asking fur thc folawtinig reforins,
vaz. : Firstiy, for tacii couîaty ta enther tstablisn a
coutity house ai refuge or ta unate wvith anc or more
adjoaîîîng caursties ait establishuing a uibtraict %vork-
flouse. Seconîdiy, ta make efficienat provision ans the
cauaîîy jaîl for tlîe abbolute separation ai thie young
and coînparatîvety innocent tram aid offenders.
Thirday, ta pravadle the prîsoners every warkaug
day with auidustriat empluyanent. F ourthly, ta kecp
thie jail supplien wath good books. Vifthly, tu
place a smal sum af mancy in thie handis aI thie
jailer ta gîve tcmparary aid ta dascharged prisoners.
Saxthty, a smnait annual grant in aid af county
priboaners, an being dîscharged irain thie Centrai
i!rlson or taie Relormatory tor vomuan at Toronto.

"PFrom taie churclhes, ininasterial, and Y. M. C.
Associations, ternperance societies, &c., &c., taie
IPrisoners' Aid Association asks for sympathy and
co-aiperatian in tlacir efforts for' tae reformnation of
offenders, their weifare when discharged, thie pre-
vention ai crime, anci prison rtformn genetally."'
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IS3oohis ailb •IBaga3ies.
TIIE NEW ACIS el« nIIL AlUai..iLa I-k

MÈaRVELS; 0F NIODERN MiNSSIONS i3y Rev.
Arthur I. Pierson, D)D. Flemning H. Reveil
Lonapany, Woronî'.

To commend any book of Dr. Pierson's tieaîing of'
missions wmli be, ta ait who know bis enthusiastic interest
an, and devoîton ta missions, a work of supercrogation.
Tais volume consîsts ai a series of lectures upon thie soanda-
lion of the' "Dufl Missionary Lecaturteshap," gaven in Scot-
land in 1893. It contains an lntroduction by Rev. Anacetv
Thiomson, D.D., F.R S.E., of Edinburgh, giving a brief
statement oi tue iecturesiîip and lue lectures. The subject
is treated in lave parts as iollows I." rte New Links et
Mission History' 11. Il rae New Apostotic Succe5sion ;
111. Il Taie Newv Visions and Volces" ; IV. Il The New
Converts and Martyrs ; V. IlThe New Signs and Wond-
Crs"; VI. "The New 'Motives and Incentives." The in-
teresting treatment ol the subject carnies the readItr on train
page to page. An index addâ much ta tie vaIuz of thîs
work. ri çuromo-lîthog;rapbic. map showiug the prevailing
religions of the world, tnema' comparative areas and thie pro-
gress of evangelization at once both attracts and anstructs.

CHRISTIAN CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS; a
Concise Actuuut uf tsut Symbmacal Biooks of thie
Churches and Sects of Cbristendom and of the Doct-
rines Dependeat on thiiem. Translated froni the Ger-
man of G. A. Gumaich, Ph.D., by 1. A. Wheatiey.
Cloth, i2mo., i3bPP. ; $flou. New York and Tor-
onto .Funk & ý.agais Lompaoy.

A bncie and convenient handbook on thie subjecîs wbh
this one areats ot as sure ta be oi grtat use to an încreasîng
nutnber wbo bave not: thie liîsure tu read larger works;
provided that the work as weti and impartialiy donc.
'Lbat Ibis one as now an ais third edîtion as 3omne evidence
tbat the work bas already tound acceptance with many. It
dîscusses in Part 1. Cluicii Creeos ; l'art Il. Doctrines of
the Creeds ; Part l!1. Doctrines of the Most Important
Sects. Ila is lite work sbould lead ais reuders io beek for
luer and more perfect knowiedge, il wîîi answer a good
purpose, and, tu make the information ta gaves truely ubefui,
ai woula nect that.

The january Arena cantaîns ats usual large and varied
supply os intiiectuai food anll stimnulus of ail kinds, deaing
especialiy watb very important questions of tbe day. As
frontispicce there as a piiotograpa os the weii*known icaturcs
af Bl. W. Longfellow foiiowed by an article on tlie Relagion
of bis Poetry. Il Chrastian Missions in India, as Vîewed
by an Eastern Scnolar,' as uy Varcband R. bandha 13.1t,
and contains sweepaug statemenas andl charges hostile to
Christian missions wbîcb bave alftan becu met before, but
wili need tbc bmet agaîn. B. O. Fiowercontributes anotber
of an important sertes of atcleà on a subject a vatal inaerest.
IlAmerîca's Stiame," discus!,es, an a suc-cebsion of articles,
tbe II Age of Consent Laws." A number oa other paperb
on subjects os presenit day interest by abie wnaters compiete
Ibis number. Tue Arena Pnbilisaing Company, Boston,
U. S&

7te OJjL'e and Work, of Elders is a sermon iaaeiy preacai.
ed by Rcv. ±Viàuttpdt D J.D., LL.D., on tie occa-
sion oa tue ordiinationut e iders an Ure.sLetnt Street Cburcu,
Montreai, andl pnblasbed by rcqnest. Tue subject as treiitecl
nter these beacis; Eaoierb air, a, catieca by Lzorss spirit ta
ibis office ; 2, calied t0 office by tne voace ut tihe people ; 3,
eiderb ttus calta ai Gotland etected by is flocklire urddâau-
cd ta office; 4, tthey are cîaaefly ta raetouteaan andl ta adl-
manister tbe saicramsents. Brief preseniations, snch as abat
bel ore us, of tuis important sublca are catcnîated ta bc 0f
great .;"vîce an ahe Churcu, because auecy are read wbate
aargerWL.ks are not. We wash for tuais tue large circulation
wbîcb a: deserves.

The Bibical Wûrid shouid be read by a large number of
clergymen for ats ncipluiness an many ways. Trae naîmber
for tais montb conmaans, anmong alier articles, *'Sociogy
and New Testament Stucty " by taie castor. - Tait Teacu-
ang os jesub," Ila£ie Drana an Semit.c Laterature," IlTbe
Onîginality of the Apocalypse," Il Sindits an Palestinian
u.eograpby," are taie ieàdang articles. COmparative Religion
notes ; Synopses ai important articaes ; Note ls ana opinions ;
Bhook Reviews andl amer departments wel fild miake aiu
înterestang andl useful nunîber. 'rae Univerbaty af Chiîcago
Press, Cbicago, lit., U. S.

Thie Meéhods'st Mag-azine for januarl s a gond nunîber.
Its more nttwurtay actçie are "Oxford and ner Coileges,"
wîah five illustrations trrin Profesbor Gaadwin Smatb's re-
cent volume on tuis subjeca. IlOur own Country," iaanst-
rated ;' * Auventures tn Greece," aiso illu.traied; *'A
Metbadist Statesman," IIMoraviauN Missions," IIBrowning'b
bsaul," IlTue Star an tbe East," "Taie House on tne
Beach," "A Wrecker's Lagait," IlEnglanda n tue Nîneteents
Century." Wmn. Braggs, Toronto.

Taie niost recena naimber of MVanitoba College journal
contains a notice ai the talc Rev. Pruic:sor R. Y. rituinsuti,
B.D., train taie pen of Dr. King, IlEvoluiou and lais Con-
nectian witb Pnahosopaiy,' taie IlLaie as Longfllow," and
' Longfellow'* Poetrv," "A Plea ior Foreign Mik si~ s
andl the literary and other causerie wbîcni aie nsuaiîy ta ne
found an callege journais. Manitoba College, Winnipeg,
Man.

Queen's Collège .7ournal contains, under thie bead af
Edil.ora, Il lut Lait 1 temier" II be.Lorary," "A Coi-
lege Sang Book," " The Canadian Rugby Union." Uader
Lîterature mnerecas "Taie Mytul of Proinetatus lu Hesiud and
Aeschyius." Qîber departaments af tbe /ourna are IlCon-
trabuted," IlCommunications," "lSports," Il .oliege Newvs,"
IlPersonals." De Nobis. Queen's College, Kingston, Oi


