OUR SOCIETY

U:bc ?Labxcs ¢olunm.

London Socicty has come to be such a heterogencous mass that,
ag a class, it takes little or no notice of Lent, but dances and sings,
cate and drinks, and generally makes wmerry, while the select fcw
arc wearing their most sombre (and truth compels me to add, their
uvidest) dresses and assisting at thosc interminable services \\lnch
practically culminate with the ¢¢ Tenebra,” which I am bound to say
I like immensely, because of Lord Beaconsfield’s splendid descrip-
tion in ¢ Lothair”—you will remember the chapter wherein he
speaks of ¢ the ruslmw noxsc, as of a wind,” the darkness, the
knocking, and so on. chc in London, we have no Pere Mon-
sabre to caution us about our mignons peches, and so it happens
that the Forty Days come and go pretty much as the other parts of
the year; indeed, the violins h'uo been going of late almost as
werrily as prior to Shrove Tuesday,

Bat, as I do not (nor, I am sure, would you) wish my causerie
to take the form, however remotely, of a Lenten homiily, I will pass
from the atmosphere of reflection and memories to that of frct and
mundane_gossip. Imprimis, let me tell you, on high 'xuthority,
that gold and jet will be universally employed this spring: gold
cspecxally is the favorite of the moment.  Most of the black tulles
and nets destined for evening gowns and trimmings are beaded with
wold and put over gold tinscl; the eflect is perfectly charming.
What an exquisite ball dress clouds of black net and chiffon, powd-
cred or streaked with gold, would make a fair woman, to whom
very light shades would be hardly necessary.

While on the subject of gold, and fully appreciating it in the
right place, let me warn you a"amst those gold cloth—they look
more like paper—shoes. 1 saw some the other day, and I assure
yon they struck me as being dreadfully valgar. If you want gold-
colored shoes, have them in satin, or better still, in morocco. By
the way, I see that some of the evening shoes arc being gorgeously
cmbroidered with gold and stones; thounh I do not think ladies
will take to thcm, as they will soon find out that these absurdly
over-ornamented shoes enlarge their dainty feet. Therc is nothing
like the plain satin or morocco shoe, with a tiny bow or a single
stone, to give a pretty shape to the foot.

I notice with great satisfaction that for day dresses the former
vogue for ncutral tints, so gratifying to the eye, is gradually being
revived. During the last few years we have grown.so accustomed to
these dark, dull, indefinable shades that we very reluctantly took
to the crude, glaring colours which were introduced at the beginning
of the winter as a change, though they soon threatened to become
2 permancnt innovation. Dame Iashion, however, capricious as
she is represented to be, wills it at present that we shall do as we
please, and only wear what is beautiful and becoming, and the great
majority of the worshippers at her shrine have declared that we can
return to the old blue, vieuz rose, old copper and the undecided
hues, with the certainty of being what our Gallic sisters would call
“ dernter genre.”

You must not suppose, however, that bright colours are alto-
gether banished from our toilcttes ; on the contrary, it is very chic
and tasteful to give one’s custume a gay note by the discreet intro-
duction of some contrasting shade in the hat; only, do not fzil to
remember that the prmcnp’xl tint thercof must be dark, for too much
brilliancy would ruin the effect. What could be prettier for bonnets
and hats than the combination of clectric blue, or of eglantine, or
of any of the new shades of pink and red velvet, with a good brown;
or of mauve with deep violet or yellow ¢ While amber and cvery
siade of yellow, bright blue, pink, and red, with black is not less
beautiful. As Itold you last week, black prcdomm'xtcs in millinery,
and quite the prettiest hats I have seen cither in London or clsewhere
were in black, very sparsely trimmed with onc of the modish hues
of velvet. Bonnets continue to be small and becoming. The new-
est are made of net, sprinkled indiscriminately with gold.
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MAHON BROS.

The Largest Retail Dry Goods House in the City.

" Dlscount {for Cash.”

“CUT PRICES.”
LATHAM & McCULLOCH
47 BARRINCTON STREET,
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MILLER BROTHERS

Manufactarers' Agents for the Lest

Pianos, Organs
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SEWING MACHINES.

Ptanox and Orgaus Warranteld 7 yeats.,
Sewing Mackine s Re rprired.

] 168 Granyille Street, Halifax, N, S.

TELEPLBONE TIs.

it ZAER Regin”
% Quecu x Hotel, %

22¢ <> Mr., Sheratw has ditte L up a Hotel which s a eralit to Halifex and
the Maritim - Provinces.  Every visitor to Halifax will find at the Queen all the
tequiremeiits of a first elass Yoted."-= The Sun.

a2r < The *Wixpson® of Halifax - Mantroa? Cacette,
&2 The cnisine ic the best of auy hiotel in the Maritime Provinees,”
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We are still improvisg and intend fo keep on so until the
QUEENXN is the best Hotel in Canada,

4. B. SEERATON, - - - Managos.
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RAIZER & S@SQ’S.

Army & Navy Furriers.
Scal and other FUR GARMENTS made over into the LATEST FASHIONS.

N. B. Will remove into 53 BARRINCTON SY., on or about the first of April,

188 BARRINGION ST.REET

LILEATT CROTYE,

IMPORTER AND DEALER IN

Berlin Wools, Yarns, Fleeées.

And all kinds of Ladies' Pancy Work and Materials
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Mute. Dennrest’s Vatterns for Tadie and Childnen™ Gannents,



