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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PAN-ANGLICAN COUNGIL;

Presented i the Loiver Iause of the Convgbalion of Canterbury, *
- Junz 26, 1866,

TI. In reporting upon the matter entrustod 4o ‘them, your Committee have to
state that thoy understangl that it was intended in the Address of the Metropolitan
Synod of the Canadian Church that such u Cofuedl as they now propose should be
confined tothe United Ch
of it which exist in the depgndencies of the British Crowa.

Your Connmittee ave; hoyever, of opinion that the thing most to be desired is a
Council, comprising tie Anferican and Scottish branches of the Anglican Com-
munion, together with- all thé branches of the United Church of Hugland and
Iveland and its Independent Missionary Churches: not ag in any manner or degree
superceding or interfering with Provineial or National Synods, but as supplying the -
best ineans wheireby sueh Churches may take eouncil together upon inatters of common
concorn or interegt, and may thus move cffectually guard their common inheritance.

In the event, However of insurmonntable obstacles hioing found to ariso in the
way of assembling such a Council, which they see no sufficiont cause to apprehend,
your Conunittee are of opinion that no time should be lost in convening a represen-
‘tation of the. Churehes in lands subjeet to the British Crown, for the considoration .
of the spevial difficulties affecting those Churches, or some of them, at the present

.

tl.nj, in respeet to their relatiens to one another, atd to the Mother Church,

_ JIL. Your Commiftee praceed Yo consider :

Some principal advantages to Le derived from a Council of the several Churches
constituting the Anglican Communion. . L

-Whether there be any substantial difficulties in the way of such.a Council.

If there be any such, in whatwmanner they may be best disposed of.

~ The prineipal advaytages appear to be these:

1. To afford an oppostunity tur the .Churchés of ‘the Auglican Communion to
confer together upan guestions or ervors which may.appear in these days to imperil
the acceptance of ¢ The Faith onee delivered to thé Suints,” ) .

2. To provide o broad basis upon which to fuund attompts to bring.about Inter-
communion witf otlier portions of the Church Catholic. The blessings of a reunited
Christendom is to be Jonged and prayed, for. But, short,of, this, there may be'
degrees of Intercommunion ; and while, on the one hand,” your Committes believe

-that it is far the Church of Bnglind to take, tho-Jead among Cliurches in this great

~ for itself.

matter ; on the other, they submit.that all the Churches of the Anglican Comamu:
nion have a.claim to be consulted npon it: nor, again, can they forget that it is the
Chureh-of the' United States which has ovginated in our times that movement
towands Intercommunion with the Russo-Gireek Cliurch, with which the Provincial

Synod of Canterbury has rewhly co-oparated. . i ~
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3. The discossion and affivmation of the comuton pring {»le, of “.a right ecelesi-_
astical diseipline ™ as ** one of the notes of the true Church * [Homily for Whitsan-

. Alay]; to be applied by the seveyal Churches xopresented thercin, each one to itself,

according to its owa wisdom, legislative powers, and opportuiities of action,

4., The. considgration of the principles upon which Constitutions and Canons
applicable to. the whole body. of the Anglican Coniimunion may best be feamed ; to
bo reduced into practice s_ubscqacrtly, as may be found advisable by each Church
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oh of England and Irsland ; togother with those branches -
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