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conatitute the most tronblesorco enciny
in a pit closed for any longth of time;
but we linve, as yet, found nothing botter
than ths recommendation given in back
volumes, namnely, to tuke peas and soak
them twenty-four hours in water, then
roll in arsenic and sow in & pot, as if in
the regulur way of sead-sovr'ng. A few
pots so prepared, should be pluced in the
pit before permunently closing up, The
mice usually make for inese pots at their
first entrance to the pits. 1If placed on
the 0il, they seem to guess your secret,
and will not “ bite.”

Plants in cellars need much the same
care as those in pit3, Avoid heat and
dampness ; frequently, however, plaunte
suffer in ocllars through getting too dry.
‘They should be looked over, at any rate,
ouce a month, aud & little water given,
if likely to become entirely dry.

Plants in windows and rooms usually
ruffer from excessive waterings,—very
dry air about them,~—too great a heat,
or too much shade. As much as possi-
ble, room plunts should be selected for
their indifference to these requirements.
Suocculents, such as Cnctuses, Mesem-
bryanthemume, Roclieas, Crassulas, Al-
oes, &c., care not how dry the room, but
they demand all the sunlight possible.
Camellias, Chinese FPrimrose, Azaleas,
Dicentra spectabillis, Polyanthuses, Vio-
lets, Hyacinths, &c., do not mind u little
thade; but they abhor a high tempera-
tare. Others again, while disliking heat,
want light; of these, are Calceolarins,
Cinerarias, Geraniums, Pelargoniums,
Pansies. Daisies, Tree Carnations, per-
petual blooming Pinks, Roses and the
like “ Leaf plants,” for the most part.
like a close, moist atmosphere, and a mod-
erate degree of heat to do well. For
these, glass partitions and closely glazed
cases are usually employed. A great er-
ror in the growth of plants in these cases,
is to suppose they require uo air. The
closeness is to secure a moist atmosphere,
not to exclude the air. Wheuever, there-
fore, the temperatare is ;ow, and little
evaporation poing oun, the opportunit
:ho‘sfd be scized to air the wpgo; a fev{
moments are sufficient. A very pretty
plant arrargement is made in pariors that
have bay windows; the whole window
may be closed off from the main part of
4he room by a sash, and filled with plants.
Some 7 n the floor.—some on shelves, and
some pendent from the roof. A
Jjot Jamp will be quite sufficient, with the
usual window shutters, to keep out frost
duriug the night or extra severe weather,
while the regular day temperature of the
room will suffice for that time. When
the gas is burning, provision should be
made for the admission of fresh air from
the room at the bottom of the case, and
far the ‘exit of consumed air at the top of
the ome. Thisis best accomplished by
« tube o and from the lamp. :
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It wust, however, he remarked that the
fumes of burning gas ie highly injurious
to vegetation, and any adaptation of heat-
ing by it will fail, wiless provision bo
mude to lead the fumes away. With this
precaution, gas lights in towue and where
it can be had cheaply, would be very use.
ful in heating small parlor plunt cubi-
nets.

To those who have. larger plant cabi-
nets or small conservatories, connections
with heaters or hot water from kitchen
ranges will suggest themselves, This ia
often done. © great error we have of-
ten noticed is, that the heat is Ind to the
back ouly, when it should be continued
right to the front or coldest part of the
house, ’

When heaters ave employed, the oxy-
gen of the air is usunlly defective, aud,
uesid>s, the air is very dry and ungenial
to healthy vegetation. Evaporating pans
~round the mouth of the air flues should
be used in such cases,—syringing done
at frequent intervals, and pure freeh air
given whenover a warm out-door spell
furnishes the opportunity.

The most critical season to these plants
is fust approaching. A very common ev-
ror, especially in houses heated by smoke
flues, is, to keep the temperature too high.
Unless the house bé heated by hot water,
a temperature of 530 will do perfectly well
‘The absorbent property of heatod bricks.
in flues, is so great, thut the excessive
waterings necessory to rep'ace the mois-
ture they absorl is more injurious to the
plunts than a moderately low tempera-
tare. In a house heated by hot water, a
temperature of 650 may be maintained
with advantage. The hou-e will be very
gay with Habrothamnus, Ce:trums, Be-
gonias, Pentas, Plumbagoes, and so on,
and the syringe must be kept in daily re-
quisition. It is highly advantagcous to
put a little sulphur, lime water, or soft
soap into the syringing water ocexsion-
ally, as the red spider, mealy bug, or
scale, respectively, may make their ap-
pearance; this, with a vigorous use of
one's eyes and fingers at times will keep
them pretty well in check. Orchides,
those of them which bloom on finishing
their growths, will begin to add consider-
ably to the attractions of the' hot-house.
Asany come into flower, they should have
less water at each time, but be watered
more frequently thau they have been ac-

£33 | customed to; & very slight “ dewing™ with

the syringe is all that is required, Heavy
waterings and high temaperature, together,
destroy more orchids than many wonld
dream of. Still atmospheric moisture
must be retained for them in any case,

It is said that in England, the extent o
Jand covered with trees has increased forty
e tron plantiog i cocpuraged mong T

wnd tree is enco smong
bolders by Iibe:ngl precaiums. .
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CONDITION OF CROIPS IN THE

UNITED STATES.

The Monthly Report of the Department
of Agriculture, nt Washington, contains the
following acvount of the crops i~

The influenca of drought and of the un-
usually low temperature of September havo
been unfavorable to the vipening of feaits and
to the maturivg of corn and other crope. No
general or serious dan has resuited to
Sorn, & large portion of the crop bcmg well
advanced by the high temperature of Au-
gust before the recurrence of frost. ‘The
drought of midsummer has been alnost un-
broken iu the Weat up to the date of these re-
turns, interfuring greatly with the seeding of
winter grain, and with the germination and
growth of the areas which farimers have been
able to plant,

CORN.

In Maine and Vermont injuries from carly
frosts are reported, and in portions of thu
former State from grasshoppers. The other
New Evgland States indicate comparatively
ligh condition. On Lake Ontario au injuri-
ous frost is rccorded as early as the 21st of
September, and injuries from frost are indi-
eatod in Erie, Franklin, Patnam, Ulster, and
Wyonming, Insome of the Upper countics
of New Jorsey, and in the highlatuls of North-
cast Pennsylvania, the fodder is much dam-
aged, though the corn itself is too far al-
vauced for material injury. Inall the States
hetween New York and Virginia, condition
ave high. In Vieginia the best soils
woll cultivated are covered with superior
corn, and several countive report the best
crop in several yeurs; others have suffered
fron drouglt, as Clarke, where * many fields
will not make a_ bushel per acre,” while in
Albemarle ono farmer will harvest fifty bush-
¢ls per acre on 300 acres.  The crop has been
redieed in quantity and quality in the Caro-
linas by drought, mainly upon uplands of a
light ¢haracter. The bottourlands in Guor
gia have been flooded to an unusual extent
at various times, aud especially during the
great storms of August, and drought has

urched thin soils; otherwiss the crop would
ve been superior.  Siritar causes have re-
duced the yield in Alabaia, and drought has
wrought much damage.in Iisatippi and tho
more western Gulf States.  Arknusas is the
only Southern State that claims average con-
dition for this important crop. The increase
in area was #0 Jarge that & greater product
than that of last year may be expected in the
cotton belt.

In the West, Kentucky, Illinois, and Mi-
chigan, report reduced condition in conse-
uence of drought ; and while local damages
romi this cause appear in other Western
States, their average condition is high, anda
large crop is certain. Sowmc fields wero in-
Juved by frost in Northern Obio and Michi-
an on the 2ist September. The yieldin
isconsin and Minnesota will be heavy,
without injury from frost; and in Jowa, Ne-
braska, Kansas, and Missouri, another over-

flowing harvest of sound corn is assured.

The present condition, expresed as & per-
centage, 100 representing a good cropis as
fiollows: Above an average, New Hamp-
shire, 111; Massschueetts, loakkhodo sl
and, 101; Connecticut, 105; New Jersey,
102; ‘Delaware, 1083 d, 1033 Ar-.
-kasiops, 108; Mesouri, 112; Obio, 104 ; Wis-




