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chlarity that oughit to bo performied. You arc shirking that wvork,
riinning iii to spiritual consuiliption, and when callQ<1 to judgrnent
and asked to render an account of your stewardsliip, whiat wvi11 you
,;av ? Yoti iay he able te say: " Lord!1 Lord !we liave grone to,
churcli pretty regularly, with the exception of raiy and stormy
Sahithis, we ]lave grone to, praýyer nmeeting occasioiially, %Ne have

redlivt' or six chapters in the Bible." But whiat have you done?
R.digrioii is practical. Faith is known hy works. Brethiren! it wil
'bo a serious iiatter with us if we nieg(leet te 1411 our divineiy-appointed
mlission iii life, if the wvorkç that we ouglit to hlave donc lias to, be
overtaken by others. The reward will li. acerding te the work
donce, and if there is no wvork done liow iucli reward wvil1 there be?

3rd. Mie divine side of the bringingr tog:ethier of Cyrus and his
wvork is clearly ildicated in the renlarkable wevrds--" !Thie Lord
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus King of Persia." God was in this
iiiatter. Here we have a distinct proof of the providence of fq'od.
"He doe-, accordingr te Iiis wvi11 in the armnies of Heaven and au.cngst

the inhiabitants cf the eartli." Thie plienoixiena of nature are under
God's control, se aise, are the events of Ihistory. The inspired Ilis-
torian hiere reveals the secret workzing of Ged, This is eue of the
advantages of hiaving the Bible, that we are able te trace the
spiritual-tlic divine beliind the secular. Tic Old Testament is
Iargrely a record of God's previdential diealings wih is ancient
people. Supposing that we liad mierely a secular biistory of the
Israelires-thiat God was left out CE the record-we would wonder
whiat it ail nicant. Whiy is it, we wvould ask, thiat thiese Israeiites
are leadingy such a chequered career, trudg-iiug for years in thc patil-
less wilderness, again, storrni the fortresses of Canaan, successively
oppressed and evercomie by surreunding nations. Again, thecy are
in Babylon iii captivity i'efusing te sine the songs of thecir native
land. We would have wondered what it ail iineant. Bringr God
into the history, and a flood of lighit is tlirowvn along tIi patli. We
-understand the hiistory of the chosen people in its ethical. imiport.
WVe sec thiat there wvas a supremne God Ieading tlcrn at evelry step
of thieir Iiistory. Believe me, God is iu the Iiistory of cvery nation
under heaven, controllingy thecir destiny as lie did the Israelites.
There is the divine belind the secular if we could only sec it. Pro-
-'idence descends te the minute, thc individual. " ile way of a man
is neot in ]iiiiscif." Man proposes thc course tixat lie wvi1I take in life,
but God marks eut a different track fer Iiiin, and lie followvs in that


