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Jimmle State, and the Little
Bird's Prophecy

BY AGNE~,

——

CHAPTER N

Yes indeed, he would mind his mun-
ners and be zood. A boy who meant
to get rich in two ways would hyve his
handsfull of business. If he only had
that debt clearcd offi=he drew long
breaths whenever he thought of it, as if
it werc a physical weight pressing on
him. But a year would pay it, aimost,
and then—what 2 He would havemoney
of his very own and could pay a tenth
to the FLord's treasury.

Mr. Hastings was preaching a scrics
of sermons to yonng Chnstians, and
Jimmie was full of it and longing to
begin. He didn’t know that he had
begun already, whatever he found to
do, he did it * with all his might,” and
with the cheery sweet-tempercd good.
will that makes work a pleasure,

As he turned away from the station
that -afternoon he felt quite down.
hearted, as boys should feet whea they
part from their mothers—we can have
only one mother, you know.  Jimmie,
lovking through misty eyes, saw old
Charlie ficking four ears instead of
two, and cvery few minutes he had to
disengage the lines from two scrubby
tails instead of one; winking hatd
made all right again, but hc had 16
keep on winking.  Boydike he was
ashamed of his tears, and hoped to get
away without mceting anyone he knew.
He was fated to be disappointed™as it
wzs, perhaps, as well.

* Hullo, Jim, hold on abit. 1 was
on the look-out for you. 1 am going
out to Mrs. Anderson's-fur a-day or
two,” shouted James Mitchell.

Jimmie, hoping devoutly that his
eyes weren't red, drew Chatlie up by
the pavement, and turned out as cheer-
fully as if James were a lady.

James laughed as he scrambled in.

*Yau needn't have gone 10 all that
trouble,” he said gaily.

On theie way out of town they over
took an old man who lived two or thrce
miles out; he'was such a glumpy old
customer that most people hurried past
him and never offered him a lift.  Jim-
mie stopped and politely offcred him a
nde.  Without a word of thanks the
old man tossed in a bag of provisions
he was careying over his shouider, and
got stiffly in, snarling because the step
was high ard old Charlic was fidgetty.

“What in the nanic of all that's dis.
agrecable did you pick up that old
curmudgeon for?” asked James dis.
gusied, in a low tone.

“1' tell you by.and.by,” whispeted
Jimmie

But the old man heard or guessed
what had been ¢aid, and spoke at once.

« Yuhah-you ! Think because you'te
Lawyer Mitchell’s son, you're a'gentle-
man: and can't ride with such hke as
me ;" and with that he struck 2t James
meaning to box his ears, but he only
knocked his cap off; the boy caught it,
clapped it on the back of his head and
faced the old man in much lesy time
than it takes 1o tell it

* Confound you, you green eyed, ugly
old—tom cat! If you weren't so
old—~1"  Theold man intertupted him
with a sirng of oaths.

Jimnue stopped the horse and he,
too, faced the old man.

+ See here, Mr. Gray,” said he, “no
man that swears ridet with me,  1f you
can’t quit, pet out " He spoke with 2
dignuy surprising in 2 child, and strange
10 say it affected this bad old man, for
he subsided, muttering somerhing about

‘The two'boys sat down again, Jamed
white with anger.  Jimmie stopped
wlien they got to the old man's corner,
and he got out and watked off with his
Lag witl-ut a word. It was an un.
pleasant incident, the two boys looked
at onc another, Jimmie smiled, but
James said with irritation

* What did you pick him up fore”

“Heis so cross nv one likes him,
and 1 thought if I was bim 1 would like
a ride,” said Junmic simply,

“The golden rule is wasted on that
old beast,” said James scornfully,

**Tint on me, though,” said Jimmie,

This reminded him of what he had
Leen very anxious tu tell James; he
told it by asking a question.

“Did you know I'd joined the
church?” He was shy of using the
word Christian yet, he was * such a littfe

aap 1o s tup for so much,” he thought.

“No,” answered James, then he gave
a short embarasted laugh. 1 wanted
to come out to see you when 1 heard
about your father, hut father thought 1
had better wait a while.”

Jimm'e did not tisk a reply, the mist
had come to’his eyes again,

“1What are yout going to do, Jim?”
asked James.

Jimmie held his mouth hard at the
corners as he replied: -

“1'm going to stay with Mr, Ander-
son till T pay off seventy-five dollars
father owed him, and I'll stay after that
as long as he'll have me.  Grandfather—
mother—she went there to take care of
them ; they're pretty old now, I guess.
She just went to.day.” ‘The tears that
were so ncar suddenly avetfowed with
a great deep sob.

James was full of sympathy, but he
couldn't say anything  He rather
wondered sometimes at the feeling he
had for this boy four years younger than
himself; he admired and tespected his
houesty and truth, but wondered cyni-
caily {1t~ would-kecp ™ til} ‘he grew
up.
* And what did you joia the church
for?” he asked hesitatingly as they
drove through the gate,

“ [ joined it to get rich,” answered
Jimmie prompily, and with a radiant
smile.

James stared.

{ To be continued. )

Lu's Banana.

1 was sauntering along Broad street
the other day, when 1saw a pleasant
little stréet scene worthy of being te.
corded.

Two ragged newsboys were trying to
sell the earlier editions of the afternoon
papers, while a hootblack, with his box
slung over his .back, was keeping a
keen lookout for possible customers.
Meanwhile tae boys kept up a running
fire of street chaff, such as these arabs
delight in,

Presently a man, carrying a large
bunch of fine bananas on his shoulder,
passed close by, Thée motion of his
body loosened one of the biggest and
tipest, and it fell to the sidewalk.

The man Jkept on, not noticing or
caring for his loss.

The banana lay on the pavement for
about half & minute. Then the boot.
black spied it, and, with a cry of de-
light, ran over and picked it up.

The two newsboys saw him in the
act, and in a moment were by his side,
eyeing the prize greedily.

1:deew closer and watched.the litle
comedy with interest. At first I ex-
pected to see the bootblack eat the
t.anana himself, and triumph over his
less fortunate companions, and I was
greatly surprised to see. him produce 2
pocketknife and proceed 1o cut it
into three pieces.

“Very genetous,” I <aid to myseil
But then I noticed that one piece was

other two, and my admiration was
somewhat dampencd.

The others also noticed it, and one
of them said ¢

“Huh | Jeiry's got the best of this
deal I"

Jetry heard the remark, but he
grinncd good naturedly, and when the
others had gone away with their share,
ke unslung his box, sat down on it,
and looked slyly atound him.

I followed the direction of his eyes,
and presently saw  a little gitl, who
looked to be about cight years of age,
with a little faded shawl drawn around
her thin form, and a most distzessed
look in her pinched face.

She had three or four boxes of
matches in her hand, but appeared to
lack courage to scll them.

“Say, Lu,” saidthe bootblack in 2
low voice.

'Fhe girl approached slowly and
timidly.

* D'ye like Hananas?”

The girl nodded her head vigorously.
“‘Then here'’s something for you.”

“ For me 7 she asked amazedly.

“ Yes, I saved it tor you.”

‘The girl took it in her hand cagerly,
and then paused with a sudden thought

“ Where's yours 2" she asked

“I dont care for bananas,” said
Jetry, springing up suddenly. “’Deed
and double I don't. And I've had an
apple, and a pear, and peach to-day.
Black your boots, sir? Shine ?*

He w:3 off like a shot, leaving Lu

with the piece of banana,— Our Dumb
Animals,
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APRIL B.= vy and covetousniss .
How to conguer them.—]ohn il 1-11,
1509,

Among the lowest, basest and most
contemptible passions that dominate
the will, pollute the heart, poison the
mind and demonize the whole man,
are envy and covetousness.  They are
the enemies of all true enjoyment and
pexce.  They soil, disturb and make
turpid the lucid, spackling stream of
life, ‘They ate the offspring of Satan,
and their purpose is to make men most
miserablv wreiched - by actuating them
to loox with grudging and insidious
eyes upan those who have enjoyable
possessions or who have attained intel-
lectually, socially or otherwise to pre-
eminence.

“ Envy,” says Errett, “leads to false.
hood and slander, 1o the sacrifice of all
genetous feehings and sentiments, to ail
sonts of injustice and to a disregard of
all faws, whetherof God or .man, that
stand in the way of the gratification of
4 vile ambation,”

Do we look Upon the possessions of
others with an evileye?  Are we jeal-
~us of the distinction, rightly and justly
mented, of our friend, brother or
neighbor? \What evil bave these pas
sions wrought 1 We will notice a few
examplet in the Old and New Testa-
ment.

1. Envy committed the first murder,
Cain's heart was pregnant with malice
because his Urother's sacrifice was ac.
cepted and his not. He was envicus
of Abel's distinction, and stained the
graund with bload.

2. Eleven sons of the ancient patri-
arch, envious of the position their
younyest brother occupicd in their
father’s love and esteein, sold him to

site of this pernicious spirit years after.
wards, when his brothers came down
into Egypt for com.

3. Envy led Mitiam 1o incite an in-
surrection against Moses, She was
punished by God by being smitten with
teprosy, ‘This is a lesson for usto
learn. Leptosy is as foul and loath.
some a disease of the body as eavy
is of the soul;

4. Covetonsness led lot into Sodom,
Ahab into discontent, and Jezebel into
the murder of Naboth ; Gehazi, Elisha’s
scrvant, into leprosy, Ananias and Sap.
phira to a sudden death, and the Jews
into making Gud’s temple 2 house of
merchandise. .

5. These evils are seen -in their
most Satanic form in the part they
played in the tragic drama of out Sa-
viour's trial, persecution and death,
“For envy they had delivered Him
up.” Judas hetrayed his Master for
the paltry tnfle of thirty pieces of

silver.
From what we have seen we, as

Christ's disciples, must overcome cvery
appéarance of these evils. All of us
are more or less tainted with them ; we
can conquer them, not it may bein our
own strength, but in the sirength of
Jesus.  With the ‘¢ scourge of cords ”
He drove the defilers out of thetemple,
and if we serve Him faithfuliy He will
cleanse and purify our bodies, the
temple of the Holy Spirit. ‘Christ is as
able to cure this leprosy of the soul
now a3 he was able to cure that of the
body nineteen hundred years ago.

“ A man that hath no virtue in him-
self, ever envieth virtue in others, for
men's minds will either feed upon their
own good or upon other’s evil ; and who
wanteth the one will prey upon the
other, and whoso is out of hope to at.
tain to another's virtues will seek to
come at even hand by depressing an.
othet’s fortune.”—BAcoN,

“1f anyone finds himself possessed
tf these demnons, he should never cease
his humiliation and supplication before

od until, however painful the .exor-
cism, they are cast out. We must
leatn to regard the rights of others ; in
honor to prefer one another; and to
find our own joy in sympathizing with
the success of othess.——ERRETT.

APRIL 15— Self-control and how o
Lain i, Col. i t-17.

That which makes the difference be-
tween the savage barbarian and the
Christian gentleman is mastery over
self. The Christian is as human as the
savage; Is of common ancestry, “and
created by the same God. The one
gives free.coutse to all his appetitesand
passions ; his finer, nobler nature is
choked out by the rank weeds of:sel-
fishness, the other has overcome to a
great extent the catnal man and has
cultivated his better self.  He has
learned the power of seif-control.  In
the one case the passions are unbridied
and the will unrestrained; while in
that of the other the will is brought
into subjection to the divine will. Qne
is a slave, the other-is a free man in
Christ Jesus.  Johnviii 33.

Upon all sides of us are'those who
do not exercise any mastery over their
passions and appetites.  They are the
slaves of “temper, avarice, jealousy,
Jying, profanity, intemperance and nu
merous others of the same progeny.
History relates to us the same condi.
tion of affairs.

A most notable example in the time
of Christ was Herod. He knew no
iore of restraint than a wild beaut.
He let lowse the reign of passion and
drank 10 the dregs of every cup of
pleasure andsin.  He was cruel; tyran-
nous, cunning and malicious, He
lived unto himself in the flesh and died
under the condemnation of God—the
death of the wicked.

That of Herod is an extreme case,

not wanting 10 make a fuss.

considerably larger then either of the

slavsry.  Josseph mamifested the oppo.

What of ourselves?  To how many of

UNLOCRS ALL THE CLOSCED" SILMLTHIONS
or THE BOWELS, RIDNEYS and LIVEAR,
CARRY N OFFQRACUALLY, WITHOUT WEARE N,
THG THE SYSTEM, ALL INFURITIEY AND FOUL
HUMOAR, AT THE €AME TNt CORRELCT.
IO ACIDITY O0F THC BTOMACH, Cumna
SILICUSNCSS, DYSPCPCIA, HEAD-
ACHCSE, DIZZINCEY, HCARTBUAN,
CONSTIPATION, RHEUMATIEM,
OROPRY, SKIN DISCASES, JAUNDICE,
SALT AHEUM, CAYQIPELAS, SCAO-
FULA, FLUTTERING OF THE HECART,
NEAVOUDONEES, AND GENCRAL
DEBILITY. THist AND ALl SiMiLAR
CoMPLAINTS QUICKLY YITLD TO THE CUAAs
TIve inrluenct or BURDOCK fILOOD
BITTENS,

—y 4
these fruits of the flesh are we slaves?
A lady said not long since to a teacher
of a Bible class, that it required more
grace, -and manifested a better char.
acter to refrain from speaking sharp
and hasty in the home, than it did to
spend one hour a ,week teaching her
class.

How are we to gain the mastery?
Christ at all times and under the most
trying circumstances manifested perfect
sclf-control. ‘The sccret was His per-
fect submiswon to the will of His
Father.

1. We must * mortify. or make dead
our members which are upon the earth
—fornication, uncleanness, passion,
evil desire and covetousness—the
which is idolatty,” This is not all.
“But now put ye away all these.
anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful
speaking out of your mouth.”

‘This demands constant watchfulness,
“ Watch and pray.”

2, % Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom.”

3. " Whatsoever yedo in word or in

daed, do all In the name of -the. Lord-

Jesus”

¥ And he that ruleth his spirit - is
better than he that taketh a city.”~—Sot.-
OMOX,

“For mysell*I lay no claim to any
exceptional fineness of nature. But |
say that beginning life as a rough, ill-
educated; impatient man I have found
my schooling in these very Afltican ex-
petiences. I have learned by actual
stress of imminent danger that self-con-
trol is more indispensable than gun
powder, and that persistent sclf-control
{s impossible without real heartfelt
sympathy.”"—STtANiEY.

Excels all Others.
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DgaR Sirs '—=Your Burdeck Blood
Bitters 2xcels all other medicines that
I ever used. I took it for biliousness
and it has cured me altogether.

Wu, Wricnr,
Wallaceburg, Ont.

K. D. C. Pilistone and regulate
the liver.

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

HAMILTON, ONT.’

Cuvurcu : Corner Catheart and Wil
son Steeets, which is three blocks north
and one block cast of the King Street
Station of the Grand Trunk Railway,

SUNDAY SERVICES:

Public worship, 1t a. m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday Scheol, 3 p.m. Y. P. S°C.
E., 8:ug p. m.

Prayer Meeting—Wednesday even-
ing at 8 o'clock.

2 b

Strangers and visitors to the ¢liy ar
slways welcome. y e

GEORGE MUNRO, Minister.
Residence 1 33 Wellagton St Nonth, .

D. L. SINCLAIR,
Barrister, Solicitor, Notary
Public, Etc.

da Lifs RulMag, 46 K
Teloguane 0390, ! o Stroet
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