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NOT IMPOSSIBLE.
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[The following question and answer we find in
an old mrmber of the Christian Standard—
Evrrors.}

Will you please explain Acts ii, 43, Were the
three thousand baptized in one day? Antidm-
merst nists ask us if we think the few apostles
could have immersed three thousand in one day.
Being unable to answer satisfactorily, we wil
turn to you for instruction.

We think the fair construction is, that the
3,000 were immersed on that same day, for it
was by baptism that these 3000 penitent
believers were added to the origina! xao disciples,
Supposing that none but the apostles baptized,
there would be but 250 persons for each of them.
It 'was the third hour of the day when Peter
began his discourse (verse 15), that is, nine
o'clock in the morning—for the Jews began to
count’the hours from the morning. Allowing
three hours for the sermon, the inquiry, the re.
sponse, and the preparation for baptizing, they
would have from noon to sundown—6 hours-—
in which to attend to the baptizing, or about 42
cach hour, less than one cach minute. Jt is
possible to immerse more rapidly than that, and
without improper haste.

But there is no need to suppose that -the
apostles alone did the baptizing. See Acts x.
48;.1 Cor. i, 1417, ‘There were 120 disciples
present (Acts i. 15). From these the aposties
could easily select a score or two to 2id them in
the work of baptizing, ‘T'o keep i¢ within bounds,
say they selected only twelve assistants=that
would make 24 baptists, and each one would
have 125 -to -baptize, or 20 each hour for six
hours. We havevkept all these suppositions
within bounds. The instance in Acts il is not
.the only instance in which 3,000 were baptized
in' one day. In. the center of a” remarkable
fountain.in the north of England, called, “The
Lady's Well,” there is.said to'stand today a
large crucifix, on the base of which is the follow-
ing inscription: “In this place Paulinus, the
bishop, baptized-three thousand-Northumbrians,

. “Easter, DCXXVIL” :In Constanﬁnoplc, A. D,
460, at Easter, Chrysostom’s presbyters baptized
“about 3,000 Catéchumens. Only a vear or
two ago, 2,200 Teloogoos of Ongole, India,
werebaptized inone day—thsimmersions occupy”
-jng only nine .hours, and ‘but two ministers
officiating at a time. /

«THE OLD-FASHIONED HYMNS"
_Under the title of “The Oid-Fashioned
Hynws,” the Christian Observer remarks :

-Of late we have witnessed'the introduction, in
our churches, of the lighter forms of music for
the worship-of God: -Such..books as Gospel
Hymns, with their simple music, easy chords,
and rapid movement, have become popular with
a large class of the people. Is the teudency a
happy one for the progress of ‘the chuz=h?

Many of .these tripping sentimental ditties
-Sung in revival ‘meetings, and by wandering
-soloists, and classed as revival music, may be
said gencrally to operate sipon the spiritual man
as false sumulants do.upon the physicial man;
:they may produce a temporary elevation J-olf'; the
circulation, but the final result will be far from
beneficial. There is no doubt that these hymns
constitute an immense attraction, and stir the
t of the , and minister to them
a kind of piety of a highly cmotion:_{l ordc'r, but
when it comes to permanent impressions,, and
the spiritual invigoration of the soul, tiey are
simply nowhere. ‘The peaple have already too
much,froth and nonsense, and ccmiﬂw too
much superficiality in their religion ; they.need
‘more strength and real permanent life-force in
téir religious convictions, in order that they
‘may sink deeper and rise higher in. religious
-chdractér, and be visibly effective upon the
world for good. It is undoubtedly true that
singing. has. considerable influence in shaping
_religious character; hence the class of sonys
sung should be such as to inspire the noblest
consecration and the highest devotion in the
“Christian life.  The prescnt writer must beallow-
od to express his decided preference for thie
grand old chorals of our fathers set to such words

anid real poetic sentimént as to lift the soul into
glad and joyful communion with God and Christ
and s1ints, which to his mind has a great advant.
age over the sentimental dittyism of modem re-
vivalism. Our hymns, like our religion, are be-
coming rather thin, and onc is about as transient
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" in i cifects as thé other—Apostlic Guide.

Every man takes care that his neighbor shall
not cheat him.  But a day comes when he be-
ging .to take care ihat he-docs not cheat his
-ncighbor. Then all goéswell.. He haschanged
his markej cart intg @ ¢hario} of the sun.—Lrer-
~§0fts. ’
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BORDER CHRISTIANS.

# 1 am sick and tired of theso border Christians,
these church members who are always on the
dividing hincs between the church and ghe world,
%irst on one side and then on the other. Ifthey
are going to be followers of Christ, let them coue
out squarely on on side, and if they are going
1o be nothing more than border Christians, Jet
them stay on the other side until they get raady
to identify themselves wholly with God's people.”
So said a good man recently, The great cuise
of the present age is the vast number of border
Christians in our churches. ‘They ave the least
useful and most ualiappy people on the face of
the carth, While nominally in the camp of
Israe), they still long for the flesh pots of Egypt.
"They have a taste of religion, but not enough of
it to brighiten, beautify and clevate their lives,
We have sometimes thought that a liule decided
persecution would do good among our churches,
making each one *stand up for Jesus” boldly,
or forcing him 1o go to the other side. Dear
reader, are you a * border Christian "~ Ceatral
Baplist.

CHAPTERS AND VERSES.

prese

‘P present division ef our Bible into chapters
dates from the thirteenth century. There are
two claimants for the honor; Hugo, of St. Cher,
France, who was made a Cardina in 1245, and

Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury, who died
in 1227, It is impossible to decide certainly
between these two. The divisions were first
made in the Latin Vulgate, and transferred within
a century or two to the original Hebrew and
Greck texts. They appeared in the printed
Bibles from the fiest.  “T'he zersedivisions of the
Old Testiment were made much eaglier, by
Jewish schotars, in the Hebrew text.  Th points
dividing the verses in Hebrew, are ccrl:.\‘t}!y as
old as 800 or 9oo A. b, and the divisions them-
selves weze known (transmitted orally or indicat-
ed by spacing) several centuries lefore that.
The verses in Hebrew Bibles were not mumbered,
in the prescrit fashion, until the scventeenth
century. ‘The present verse-divisions of the New
Testament were made by Robert Stephens
(Stephanus, Estienne), and first appearedin the
fourth edition of his New Testament in, Greek,
Geneva, 1551, He issued a text of the Vulgate
(0. T-and N. T.) with versc-divisions, in 1555+
58, and thus they passed into all tlic versions.
In the -English Bible the verse-divisions first
appeared as we now have them.in the.Geneva
New Testatnent (1557), and the Geneva Bible
(2560.)—T#e Critic.

WHERE YOU SHQULD BE AND WHAT
YOU SHOULD' DO. .
Every Christian ought to be where for the’
time being Lié belongs,  He ought to be, at exery
moment of his life, just where he would be glad
to be found if his Master were to come seeking’
him. Whether it be work-or recreation®that is
his duty for the hour, #at is the thing for him
to attend to then. And as-a man’s duty never
can be at two places at the same time, a Chistian
believer who is at the place where he belongs,
can rest assured that his Master would not wish
him to be.at any other point in the universe
than just there. This is a good -test for a
Christian in bis deciding what he had better do
for-this evening, or for this morning. Heought
to do that which he ought to do; and whatever
he does should be that which -he Delieves that
his Master wishes him to do above anything and
everything else.—S. S. Times.

GOOD PREACHING.

“The best.¢vidence of good preaching.is tound
in the. reformatory and clevating influence it
exerts on the conduct of the heaters. Elegant
discourse, which encourages people to live in
their sins, is infezior to g coarser article which
drives the sinner to repentance and refoimation,
“T'do not temember the text,”~said a.trader,
“put when 1 got home I burnt up my scant half-
bushel” ‘The gospel that does one good, is
always the gospel that drives us to burn ‘our
defective measures, and conducts us forth in
honest and reputable ways.

CAN'L,

In the missionary conference of the young
‘men from College at Northfield, Professor Drum-
mond had happened in an address to refer to
cant. When the hour came for him to answer
questions one of the_students asked him what
he meant bycant.  *There is,” said he inreply,”
sguch a thing as the religion of a'young man;
and there is such a .thing as the feligion of an
o} woman:. New when 3.ydung man talks-as

i DOMINION WASHE

died at Orvicto, Italy, in 12633 and Stephen |’
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AND WRINGER.
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PATEHNTED 1885

2 most perfect and complate Aasher and \Wrlager
' "}‘n?‘he‘l winfon, It la\m the Jead wherever ﬁr\-
troduced 3 Jtnasheceastly s it washes quichly § it wadl lcs
clean. With ft a doten articles of average me\can‘ 3
wrashed and wrang out within fise minutes, T Mach! M\
Jiro casily operated and dect s work so perfectly ‘an:‘
w0 quichly, that wherever introduced it s saon pecogn 16
as an nitide of neconity, R washes upon the umc‘:
princlple a3 handaubbing, yet 50 ently that It dlo« no‘
njure even the finest abiles, Il ull’-ad&u;\ ey A
washes even the finest linen of the largzest Llanket wit
equal ease, It doed not wartially wash the clothes, lu\‘r-
inje them ta be fintshed by and, but does fts work perfect 5
and completely, doing away with the washboatd an
handerubling attogether. 18 washes & dozen vt more
anictes at once, therely aceomplishing, in an hout ot 50,
as much work as would otherwise coeupy the v:hule day.
A L. Duike, of Steatf 1, Ont., the paten of this
Machine, offers $500 of a challengo com betition by aay
other Washing Machine ever invented that will accome
plish fts work equatly as well, as qulckl;. a5 easily and
with as liitle injury to the clothes. fvery Machine
teed to give satisfacti
¥ Kol se mt‘éorcombincd. l‘licc_ol'.\hchinecompktc
with Wringer, $133 without \\:unger. $8. . Ordess
attended to as s00n as possible Correspondente solicile

ISATAH W. ROYCE,
Evorton P. O,
Genoral Agent for the Townships of Erin,

d Garafraxa, and all Towns
Caledon Ang Nillagos thorein, .

RECONCILIATION,

I was struck with the story of two men who
were used to give exhortations at meetings. who
hiad fallen out with each other; and one of their
Drethren who, grieved to think two seréants of
God should be at difference with each other,
went to reconcile them. e called upon the
first and said:

“Joha, 1 am very sorry o find you and James
have quarrcled. It seems a great pity, and it
brings much dishionour on the Church of God."
« Ah,” said John, *1 am very grieved, too,
and what gricves me most is that 1 am the sole
cause of it. It was only because I spoke so
bitterly, that James took offence.”

4 A, ah,” said the good man, “we will. soon
settle this difiiculty then,” and away he went to
James.

“James, I am very sorry that you and John
cannot agree.” .

«Yos,” he said, “it is a sad thing we don’,
we ought to do so, for we are Dbrethren, but what
troubles me most is that it is all my fault. If I
had not taken notice of a little word- John said,
theré would have been an end of it.” .

‘The matter, as you may guess, was soon recti-
fied. You sce there.was at the bottoms a true
friendship between them, so that the litde diffi-
culty was soun got over—=C. 71, Spir geon.

SECRET OF PULPIT SUCCESS.
The true secret of pulpit success, says an
exchange, has been well said to lie, not in grace
of manner, nor richnessof voice, nor fullness of
matter, nor even all these combined;.but in that
indescriable unction which is obtained by prayer,
by a profound meditation upon divine truth, by
a deep.conviction of the overwhelming impert-
ance of eternal things to speakers and hearers.
This is the ineffable anointing of the Spirit, which
no man can counterfeit, and which no people
can mistake.—-Millennial Hus binger, 1862,

BE CHARITABLE.

You see the faults and the failures of others,
while they sce yours. Perhaps yours are as dis-
agrecable to them as are theirs to.you. Some
have fallen very low, and the world despises
them; don’t imitate the world, but try to raise
them. Do it with pity and kindness. You do
not know how long and how hard they struggled
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QAR INY
POWDER

This Powdes never varies, Amatvel of purity, strength
and wholesomeness,  More cconomics] than the nulinu{
tinds, and cannot be sold in competition with the mulil.
tude of low test, shott weight alum ot qhosphnlc wders,
Sold only In cans, Rovat. DAKING PownER CO.y 106
Wall Street, Ne Y.

Nine Solid Reasons.
Tarr best place without exception to obtain a THOROUGI,

PRACTICAL BUSINESS EDUCATION, and a SUTERIOR
STVLE OF WRITING, is at

BEST

the Northern Business College, Owen Sound. Why?
Ist—=The Principal is a chartered accountsnt, and
gives his whole attentionto his work.
h_zml:-" + employs the best teaching talent to assist
1,
3rd.—=lie hiot-taken firs} prize for penmanship every
year for fiv years past at the Industrial Exhibition, Te-
Tonto, and &t zseey Provincal Exhibition where his work
has been shown.
4th,=The College building fs a large three storey stone
and brick building, owned by the Principal, and used exe
clustvely for College purposcs, Tt s separate from other
buildings.
sth.—The students are not crowded into ;rd or 4th flats
over stotes, marhets or killiard reoms, ‘THis IS TUE
oNLY BusiNess COLLEGE IN CANADA, AND THR SECOND
IN AMERICA OWNING THFE PRENISES TIEY OCCURY,
6th.—Students” have not the temprations .in Owen
Sound that they have in the cities. Itisa hc.\lllz place,
and has water works, a proper sewerage system, «c.
7th.=It has no FIGURE-{I¥AD PRYSIDENT whose name
in the ang ts to give it prestige, but
whose countenance Is never seen i the classroonh as-a
regutar teacher—only as an occasional visitor.
Sth.~=The expense of a course is small compared with
others because the fees are reasonable, Thcreare no
extras, and board is cheap, only $2.50 per week in private
families, g
gth,—It has the heasty support of the business com-
munity ia which it Is situated.,
For particulars write to

C. A. FLEMING;

Principat,”
OWEBEN SOUINND.
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For Church, Lodge, School or Parlor.

WARRANTED FIRSY-CLASS,
Catalogaes Free.

. BELI. & CO.,

Organ Manufacturors,

GUELPH, : CANADA.
'EDUCATIOR.

piiniiond- iy
EDUCATION it has been said is the golden key that

» unlocks the door of Suceess.  Within certain fimits
and with certain qualifications the saying is undoubtedly
tiue,  But to the young, in this age,- %lOSCi reparation
for the arducus conflict of life is as yet unﬁnisl? , itisan

before they fell, nor yet what peculiart
assailed them. Perhaps, had the same tempta-
tions met you, you would be as low as they have
fallen. If God's merciful providence surrounded
vou with special protection, do not despisc them
because the same protection was not about them.
Perhaps the Lord shiclded you that you might
rescue them; that mav Lie a part of your mission
in life, Never push another.down when he is
struggling to stand, and never disgrace yourself
—that is what it will be—=by kicking another
already down.  Help him'up. No matter how
he got there, it is for you to get him out "of that
position and trouble; go to work at once to do
it. Do it as to 2 brother whom you determine
to save. 1 you save him for Christ, he will be
your brother for heaven, if you ate a Christian
yourself.—2orward.

- s

4] don't believe in his religion,” said a critic
regarding & well-to-do farmer who was an active
church member.  * He is too lazy to ot ready
for meeting in scason Sunday mornings, always

starts late, and then whips his Lorse pretty much
all the two miles to get there in time,  No, 1

if. he hiad an old yroman’s rej;gion, that is cant.”
eromal 7 .

don’t belicve ju his religion.” How is that,
brother? o

portant d vin what d they shall exe
pand their encrgies,—along what line of action their efforts
shalltend, The strugple for fortané, fame or ¢ven anin-
dependent competency is for various reasons more difficult
at the present day than at any former time. “The age it
past when the spending of years in storing the mind with
clauicallegend or metaphysical subtleiies is likely to prove
a prudent of profitable investment to the great majonity of
young men or women.  The field for the exticise of such
attainments is exceedingly limited, and at the same tire
crowded with competitors for the laural of success, Tt s
to the wider fields of Agricultute, Manufactures and Com-
merce that altention must be directed in this comparatively
new and prospectively great country of ours, with 8 view
to having scope forcthie eaercise of talent and ambition
and opportunity for mahing life both uscful and suceessful,
Tt is obwious that the educati y for_eflective
wotkdn cither of the latter aphetes must te special, com:
P and ghly practical, 1t is not intended
ere that thz accumulation of wealth is, or ought tobethe
maln object of human activity, but the scquisition of 3
certain amotnt of wealth, in some form, isnot onlya duty
butalso a neeessity to cvery individual who would live
honestly,  The Guelph Business Collegte, Guelph, Ont.y
is 2 popular Instition, designed lo impart that practicai
education that Juepares the individual for the successfal
management of financial affairs, the properadjustment and
comparison ¢f losses and gains, andj::: the intelligen
xtformance of the varied Tons that the hant,
the manufecturer and fatmer must meet in the regulat
course of business. To the young man or woman possess:
ol of energy and ambition a course at thig instiwtion i
commended, rs opening up the way to & carcer of indes
endens usefulivess and success,  Circulars giving full jne

ormation zre mailed free to dd ieation:
10 30r MACCORATOR, Tl ress o Sppest
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