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BI6O'R Y IF AM1ERJC:IN LITERIVRE.

Tell nie whlat yous have soived to--day, and 1 wvill tell yatm whaît you will rcap) to-miorrow.*"

IThe past <tocs not live a second tine, but the future is mnade of it."

HOJLi) anyone be so
short-sighted as to imagine
that the P)resent ebullition

Sof bigotry and î.,rejudice
which is sweeping over
North Arnerica in the forai
0f the Anierican Protective
Association in the United
States, and the Protestant
Protective Association in

Canada, is a mere eplienieral and indepen-
dent evidence of phienomena hiaving only
local or actual existing causes, lie is îP-
foundly niistaken. 'l'le era of religions
intolerance dates far back i liistory.
\Tarious movenents; haviag for thieir object
the extinction of Catholicity sp)ring tilp front
lime to timne, and live, until blighte.d by
the breath of a wholesonme public op)inin.

A century lîad flot elapscd since the
Declaration of Indep)endence, whien tic
founders of the Knlow-nothing niovenient
fanned the sinouldering enibers of religionis
haie into a flanie that burned so fierccly
round the homes of Anierican Catholics,
and the descendants of the men %vlo
played the noblest part in the «reat srg
gle for freedom, were persccutcd for their
faith by an ungrateful posterity. The
Orange Order in Canada liad for its end a
purpose simular to that of its sister organi1-
z.ation in the United States. But it, too,
mnet anl inglorious deféat at the hiands of
broaid-n-iiadcd and enligh îened Canadians.
So Tife lins been the spirit of bigotry in
these two countries, especially in the
former, that it bas found its wiy into thpir
literature, and sorte of the greatest of
Anierican authors prostituted Ilîcir genitis
hy catering to the tristes Of -partiM.n
Tenders. £ver since Aniericans began
to devote theniselves to the art of

literature, poets and prose writers have
seenmed to vie with eacli othier in scatter-
ing broadcast the seeds of religions dis-
cord that so quickly îook root and sp)rung
np ail over the land.

And in speaking of American poets,
the namie of William Cullen Bryant at
once strikes the mmnd as if by niagic. The
Father of .Anierican song and the pioncer
pout of this country, lus poetry lias nuany
beauties and fewv defccts. Yet tlîis is the
mari wlio scrupled not to comîpose a most
bigoted îîoem, and lîad the effrontery to
deliver it hefore tic Alumini of H-arvard
College. 1 refer to his longest production,
"Tul'e Ages." In this p)oemi the author
surveys thic jast history of the world and
by conxparing the successive advances
made by niankind in civilization and
liappliness predicts a briglit future for
coning ages. Contrary to, the coninmonly
received verdict of historians hie telis us
îlîat an inmpenctrable darkncss hung round
thie Middle Ages, and adds calunmny to,
inisit whcen hie says

IlAn<l priestly li-nds, for jeus' blesscd sakze.
NVlcre rC(1 with blood, and clmrity becanie,
In thant stersi w-ir of fornis, a inmockcry ind a nani."

The following lines in reference to the
nionasteries of the saine period and their
inniates, show the poet ta have been
blindly prejudiced.

IlThe wvcll-fcdl innales pattcrcd pra3'er.s,.-inc slcp)t,
Andi siuned, -.n"c likcd lic*zr easy penance well.
lcre î>Iensant xvas tu sptfr mna ta cwcl,

Anuid ils fair 1irmAclnd !1esl> te atbbey lay,Shlîering dark, orgies ihat wec shlaine to meil,
And cowled -ind battcot bcggars swarnied the

%%-.y,
Ail in ilheir convcnt wecds, of bîack and white

. ncl grcy.'*
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