
~I-IN I as living
i ill y natve vil-

l age, about tieny
)?cars lEro, 1 miade

s. the acquaintanlie
- Of ail ol, w iv as

a personage of nlia-
ture years, and first attracted nie by the
singular siilarity of his tristes and opin-
ions witlî mine. Our irst meeting tîàok
place under rather peculiar circnnstances.
One evening- I liad sat by an aincient
round towver tnear a, forest to rest, but lîad
lîardly drawn one long, breatlî w'hen there
came a flapffing of wings about nîy hiead,
and, raisin« nîy eyes, I b)elie!d-monsitrumli
Iori'cndiii-ani- owl. Supersitious as an
ancient, 1 mmcnd insîinctively t liat hie
mighit be on mIy rihth hiand, £0 dreadful
secnied the onien - but lie replied to tic
insuit only îvith a di.-dainful laugh, and,
perching himiself on1 the top of the~ îocr,
glared at Ie out of Iiis red eycs iih an
expression of profound ])ity. So I said to
the owl :

"Pray pardon mny silly rudeness; 1
nmcrely obe3cd anl instinctive fécling, %wni-
out thc lcast itention of annoying youi."

\Vhlere*s the good of excuses," said
hie, shaking bis hecad ; " if yoil really wishi
Io serve nie. takze yoiurstlf off and ]cave
uIl iii pe)ace.*

I' camînot go," said 1, «' until you par-
don nly offenice."

<'Ie0one ! you are a mnscreant like the
rest of your kind.»

"You are a nîiscreant yotirself," retort-
cd 1, '"and very unjust and diitriisiful to
boot. 1 neyer injurcd the sniallest cren-
turc. I have becen the ufingdefeiidetr
of birds' nests against c)ilîdreni and fowl-
ers. At least 1 oughlt to be treaît.d with
commion civility by those whonî I have
loved and p)rotecîed."

Oh,11 %velI ! %velI ! well 1 ', said lie,
"dan't say any more about it. You are

young and %vell rinearming enougeli. I will
trust you and rue the indiscremion at nîly
lcisuire'"

And froniti hat lhotir thie anchorite and
1 werc bound togethier by Uic strongest

fuienldshipi. I-le told Ie thjat fromnl -.1)c
first lie lîad felz (tawtl I0 nIe 1)y a sir.gu-
]ar syiiwlpaitlv, but liad vigcrously rt-sisted
zlie attraction for féar of lresli (ltsappclint-
ment. His wi-ds shocked nie bw îlîeir
liarslîness, tiit our disputes wvee a-lwaz-ys
frit!iri'y r'nd his rebukjýes were .,dnîinis
tered iiti a fatlierly tendurness which
touclied nie extreniely.

"But," said I one eveniig, "vliat
would becomne of society if wve adopted
your niaxitis ? 'l'ie îîoblest friendsliiip,
the niost lieroic devo'.ionî 'vould he but
dcceitfül snares. And at this moment
you are not ini harnnony %with your thîco-
ries, for you -ire confidiîig iii nie iviflout
dreamîing, that whlilc I aii speaking to you
I înay be planning your ruin riîd destruc-
tion.",

Ho snîiiled, and I believcd Iinii con-
viimced, but a momîîent aifter tie doilul
thenie ivas resuined, and lie wvas preachi-
ing lamentable doctrines as if 1i had flot
iiiterrut td hiiii.

'&You arc sincere and ethaseven
virtuous nowl" Ilie said. '- B3ut iiat is no
miore tlîaî your duty, so you dcserve no
credit. plhis is lhe fruit of niy exîterienice
wliicli I will give you, and you cati digest
it ait your leisure, lHave no friends-live
by yotirself-nievcr nîarry - -five in a vil-
lage rather ilianl a city, and iii a forest
radier iliati iii citlier."

So spake tic mîisanthropec, and I re-
plied: -' We niust take muen as they are
and lifé as ive find it ; God mîade lis to
,ive with aur (ellow creattîrcs, and if eachi
îîerson followed out your disnîa.-l precepts
tie world would becouie a vas,, solitude-
a living tonil) t) eng-ulf luîaii.

Atlas ! young mmia !"' ias his mourti-
fuI reply.

One b)eautiful evenitig lie told nie ]lis
iîîoumntfult story.

I 1 vas bora," said lie, ' iin Ulic very
place 'vhere I hive to-day. MNy two bro-
tiiers camne into the %vorld itid nie.

'IlVe were tue pride of ur parents'
hicarts, and as wve grewv froni day to day
our niler gloried ini aur size and- hea-ýuty
-aur fiaîler ini tlhc fanied promîise wc
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