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airiount of this kind o? literature. Tiiere is, of course, a vast
amount of wvhat is called fiction that is not worth the paper
that it is printed on for the preacher or any other serious-
minded mnan. But t.here is a saving remnant that is worth a
great deal. Ail the great novelists of this century have been
serious students and keen observers of hunian life, and while
their wvorks are styled fiction, thiere is a larger sense in W.Ch
they are real servants o? trutii, for if they did not shadow forth
the great. principles that underlie hunian life, they could find no
hearing at ail. It is true that a preacher cannot read even al
the good fiction that is written, but for most o? us it is desirable
to keep up our acquaintance withi the older wvriters, such as
Scott atnd Thackeray and George Eliot and Charlotte Brontë,
and at the saine time to read each year a few of those books
whose sales are large and whose tone is good. For there must
be some reason why a book reaches a ;vide audience, and it wvill
help a public speaker greatly to discover what is the secret o?
that 8uccess There is also a lightness of touchi that we gain by
reading such books that -will tend to counteract the effeets of
tie severer labours o? ti'e niinisters study.

WVe have also muchi to gain froin thc judicious use o? iiews-
papers and miagazines, although the greatest care should be
taken here lest wve fail into a sinful waste of tixue. It is said
that a certain distinguished statesînan o? to-day neyer reads the
newspapers. But lie can afford to pursue this course, because
he lives in the atmosphere wvhere newspapers thrive, and so he
absorbs directly what they have to say. But the minister of
the Gos;pel can hardly afford to neglect the newspapers, because,
he needs to know something about the public questions of the&
day, and the easiest way for hirn to hear about thexu is through
the press. It is assumed that we ail take our own denomina-
tional paper, and so we need say nothing about that. In addi-
tion to this, it is helpful to take some paper that is published ini
another country. There are denominationai papers pulblished
in various parts o? the Unitedi States that usually yield soine-
thingr to those o? our pastors who take thexu. Many of our
pastors are diligent readers o? Vie British Wee1dy, and there
are few papers that have so much for ministers. Fior my own

2

1900] 257


