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The Copyright Question.

The dernal copsright question is again cropping
upin evers dircetion. A the dinner of the Authors!
socicty on Thursday night Canadian publishers
were rogndly denouneed  as vampires who lived
upon the brains and blood of writers. A picture
was pamted o a st of desperadoes iving in Toronte
who were deseribed upon the doorplates and in the
local directory as printers and booksellers, but were
reallv land pirates with hoofs and fangs, It was
amounced that the neat battle of the authors will
I against the pirate business as carried on in the
Dominion,

The above appeaed as a cable despatch
from London in the Toronto papers recently.
It is about as silly & despatch as was ever wired
across the Atlantic Ocean. The facts are that
Canadian pesses are standing idle because a
fair solution of the question has not heen as-
sented to by the Imperial authorities.  No
Biitish or forcign works can be published in
this country simply for the reason that the
Dominion Copyright Act is not allowed to be.
come law.  Under existing laws all such work
is now being done in the United States, wheie
their legistators look after the interests of their
own country, and the Canadian market is
placed wholly at the disposal of foreign pub.
lishers.  If the British authorities desired to
kill off the Canadian publishing business for
the benefit of United States printers they could
not go about it in a more effective way.  The
stupid insult conveyed in the above despatch
goes to show that the Authors® Society is com-
posed of aset of people who read nothing but
their own valuable writings.  This copyright
question has been fully set forth by Sir John
Thompson in a most able paper which was
niude public on both sides of the Adantic. |t
would be more becoming in the Authors® So-
cicty to debate the guestion on its merits and
answer the Canadian arguments, i they are
competent to doso, rather than insult Canadian
publishers by such asinine twaddle as that con-
tiined in the despatch quoted above. It is bad
cnough for our publishing firms to find their
businesses ruined without being denounced as
vampires and land pirates.  Apparently the
only true soluton of the difficulty is for our
Government to put the Canadian Copyright Act
m force and thus compel the prnung to be
done in Canada mstead of as now in foreign
countries. Avgument, or even courtesy, would
seem o be thrown away upon the Authors’
Socicty,

LrGistiiry should be the first aim in sctting
up advertisemients and jobs. Attractivencss,
novelty and all other considerations should e
subordinated to legibility,

Obituary.

Ropxey Moore, a well known printer, dicd
recently at Whithy, aged 69 years.

WiLLiam R. SHIELDS, for many years fore-
man of The Toronto ‘Telegram, died on May
29th. He was 54 years of age, and was a
member of the Masonic order.

C. A, Dicksox, cditor of The Thessalon
Advocate, died recently.  He was one of the
original founders of The Advorate and was a
young man of promise. IMis death is deeply
regretted by a large circle of friends.

Wi regret to record the death of Frank B,
Gilman, of the firm of Gilman & Biyan, pro.
gramme publishers of this city.  Mr. Gilman
had been in a delicate state of health for seve.
ral months, and had gone to hishome at Gilford,
N.H., where he dicd on August 29, in the goth
year of his age.

W. R. Crimig, Bowmanville Sun, died of
paralysis on June 7. For many ycars Mr.
Climie was sccretary of the Canadian Press
Association and was probably onc of the best
known country publishers in Ontario, and was
highly estecmed for his probity and many ster-
ling qualitics. His funcral took place on the
toth under Masonic auspices, and was one of
the largest ever seen in Bowmaaville.

What a Friend Is.

The London Tit-Bits recently offered a prize
for the best definition of “What a Friend Is.”
This is the prize definition :

. The first person who comes in when the
: whole world has gone out,
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IN Germany an inquiry has been made into
the causes of sickness and mortality among
printers, showing that 61 per cent. of the deaths
recorded in this trade during the past ten years
were due to lung discase. The source of the
trouble is attributed to the dust allowed to accu-
mulate in the type cases which contains a large
proportion of lead. Consumption has often
been described as the printer’s scourge, and
this inquiry would seem to confirm the idca.
Some makes of type also contain arsenic, which
1> far more fatal even than lead.  Toronto type
is guaranteed to contain no arsenic and much
less lead than is usually employed, so that this
type, from a sanitary standpoint, is the most
desirable. -

Tur Galt Reformer is now published by
Andrew Laidlaw as a daily.
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