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The Copyright Question.

Tlh lu lerimal ci p% riglit elue stiun is again crop pY uing
upl in e% Cr% direction. .\t the dinnler of the Authors'
'eitt i nu 'n'I Irs v nir Iil.t 'namidian pubi mîlicr%
w ere roundiy denouncitiied as vaiuiires vlo li-vd
n pn tlle ibrainîs nid blood tir writers. A pict ure
u a:nnted oi a I et ofl d1 e prade (J lit ing in ',(oronte#
w lnt ere ulvdcr ibel uilpen the doorplates aid in tic
local ilirectory as printers ind botoksellers, but w.re
re.ill land wrates wth boos antd fangs. It was
an o nilliced thatthe xt b ale of thl e aufi thors will
he aginiist tlhe pirate business as carried on in the
Domiiion.

The above appeaed as a cable despatch
fron L.ondon in the Tolonto paiers recently.
I t is about as siy a despîatcht as was ever wired
across tle AtlaIntic Occan. The facts are that
Cantadian iesses are standing idle because a
fair solition of the question has not been as-
sented to by the lniperial authorities. No
liitisi or- forcign works cant be puiblished in

this country simliply for the rcason that the
Dominion Copyright Act is flot allowed to be.
comte law. LInler existing laws all such work
is now being donc in the United States, whcîe
thcir legislators look after the interests of thcir
own countrv, and the Canadian market is
placed wholiy at the disposai of foreign pub.
lishers. If the British authorities dcsired to
kill off the Canadian publishing business for
the beiclit of United Stales printcrs they could
lot go about it in a more effective way. Tle

s'tipid insult conveyed in the above despatch
goes to show tha lite Authors' Societv is com-
posed of a set of people whîo read nothing but
their own valuable vritings. This copyright
qluestion las been futlly set forth by Sir John
Th11ompîjuson in a mttost aile paper which was
made public oit botih sides of the Atlantic. It
wouild be motire becoimiing in thte Aitiors' So.
Cicty to debate the question on its imcrits and
answer the Caadian argutents, if tlhev are
coîImetent to) do so, rather than insuilt Cantadiait
publisiers by suIchi asilnine twaddile as thiat con-
tainîed in the despatch quoted above. It is bad
Ctougi for our publisliing liris to ind their
hîumîte,.,ses ruiined withiouit being denloinced as
vampires and land lirates. Apparently the
onlv true suton of thte difficulty is for otir
G;overnmenlt to put the Canazzdiain Copyright Act
il fMcc and this coumîpel the prmîttng to be
dIne in Cantada mîîstead of as now in foreign
couitre'.. Atguiient, or even coti tesv, woulid
sceII to be throvnl away ipon the Attltors'
Societv.

II.ionl.tr i soul be the lirst ailm in settintg
up andvetiets and jobs. Attractiveness,

ltand. other considerations shoutld b
subordnatedto legibility.

Obituary.

Rc>i>NI~V ? oi-:, a well known printer, (lied
receitly at Whitby, aged & years.

Wiiî..\tM R. Sî.:1ums, for miany ycars fore.
man of The Toronto Telegrati, dlied on May

20tIh. lie was 54 years of age, and was a
imiber of the Miasonic order.

C. A. IcKsoN, editor of The Thessalon
Advocate, died recently. le was one of lte
original foutnders of Tie Advoratc and vas a
yotntg mitan of promise. Hfis deatit is deeply
regretted by a large circle of friends.

WV·: regret to record tie death of Frank B.
Gilmiiait, of the firmti of Gilînan & Biyan, pro.
grammtue publisiers of this city. ir. Glitnan
had been in a delicate state of iealth for seve-
ral mtîonths, and had gone to his home at Gilford,
N. l., whtere lie (ied on Auguist 29, in the 40th
ycar of his age.

W. R. Ci.m.:, Bowmtanville Sun, (lied of
paralysis on June 7. For mtîany ycars ?Mr.
Climtie was secretary of the Camadian Prcss
Association and was probably one of the best
known cotntry publisiers in Ontario, and was
lighly estecied for his probity and many ster-
ling qualitics. lis funeral took place oit the
loth under Masonic auspices, and was one of
tic largest ever scen in Bowmîîanvillc.

What a Friend Is.
The London Tit-Bits recently offered a prize

for the best definition of "What a Friend is."
This is the prize defiition

The lirst person wlio comes in wlen the
wlhole world has gone out..

1, Germtatnv an inquiry has been mnade into
the causes of sickîness and mnortality anong
printers, showing that 61 per cent. of the deaths
recorded in this trade diuring the past ten years
were due to lung disease. h'lie source of lie
trouble is attributcd to the (Itist allowed to accu-
inutlate in tie type cases whiclh contains a large
proportion of fead. Consutmption has often
been described as te printer's scourge, and
this inquiry wotild seemu to confirm ithe idca.
Sone mttakes of type also contain arsenic, whiclt
is far more fatal evein than icad. Toronto type
is guaranteed to contain no arsenic and ittuici
less lead than is utsally empiloyed, so thtat this
type, front a sanitary standpoint, is the mîost
desirable. -

Tin-: Galt Reformer is ntow tpublisled by
Andrew Laidlaw as a daily.


