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false promise did he'hold qut?  What sentgnce was pronounced upon him? What promise
Jid it contain forWan? God intended this world to be a place of preparstion for a better
one, man’s fall did not change his' plan, it only changed the character 6fthe process by which
man was made fit for heaven. Il still remained true that ** without holiness 10 man could
see the Lord.”  Now thag mari had sinpned and hecome unlioly, God introducéd a new plan
by which his sin could be Atoned for and righteousness be secuired for bim. The first words
.of the Go‘s})el of the grace of God arespolsefi of in the serpent’s curse. H-——eaven was -
tost by’ disobedience; it was regained by the obdience of ‘CHEist, .
The ohe condition of acceptance with God:since the fall is faithin Jesus Christ. ~Why
was God befter pleased with Abel’s offering than Cain's? (Golden Text), So Cain stands
asthe representative of the unbelieving world, Wickedness grows in strengthuntil the

whole world has become cogrupt.  Thus speedily we find manifest the-E—vil consequen- .
 cas.of sin. - e T

II. Noas. (IV). Tt scemed as though, if Noahshould die, not one person would-be
left filive who served God. The.only way then thatthe rwce.could be‘g:mewed for re-
denfption was by purifying it ih the waters of the flood. Question on the facts.of the Flood,
To tflg néw head of therdce God renewed the covenant He had made-with the first, and
ve in addition-a visible reminder and pledge that his-plan of mercy should-not fuil, or be

‘defeated by man’s.sin. What was.this? (Golden Text). Every rainbow that spanned the

thunder-cloud:told .inen that although God was.angry at sin yet he-would “*in wrath remem-
‘ber mercy.”  We may call this the C—avenant of the, rainbow: ' -

1IL. ABRAHAM. (V, VI, VII, VIIT}. Again the 1gorld bechme uiterly comupt, but
true to his promise, God did-not-send a second:flood. e Selects oné man, Abram, and diz-
missing from covenant relationship-all-the rest of mankind, he renews once more the-ancient
promises-to-him.  Where: was Abram’s native city? What command came to him there?. -
At what place was }ie residing when this command was repeated? At what place did he .
bild the-first altar-in:Canaan? Where did he erect the setond? What definite promises
: didﬁc;d make-to Abram? Why-was this O—ne-family separated fram all the-rest of the
world® . . T
 Godigzave Noah'the sign of the rainbow, so he ghve Abram 4 sign-when he made 3 solemn *
and formal:covenant with hipp. What wasit? (Gen. 17: xo).sg\.?\fhzt has taken the place . -
| of circumcision ? For whom was this covenant made with Abraham? (Gal 3: 9, 29)..
| What V—ery precious promises are given'to:those who.are-included in this-covénant?
Ii:;es§ again upon the scholars the claims which Chyist bas upen them in, virtye of their
" "When God had promised not fo destroy the world with-a flood, he did not mean that he
 viould ovetlook notorious wickedness. So when the cities of the Plain becameé noted for

¥ depravity and were a source of moral:daiger to their neighbors, he'yrepared to pu ish them -
b | o5 justice, and the welfare of the world demanded. Draw out by questighs the stofy of Abra-
"B ham’s guests' and the intercession of the patriarch. Illustrate by his E—ntreating for
« [ mercy for the Sodomite}, the ‘better plea which Christ presents for penitent sinners. -
b4 - With Abraham a new dispensation, or flan of divine dealing with.men-for-their salvation,

hd hepan, It was necessary-that he should exemplify in his-own-person the:essential character -
h38 of the relation which-God:established as:the condition of inheriting the blessings. If he was

-3 0 be the spiritual progenitor of the redeemed, he must attest the security of the foundation
. 1 on which believers are torest. If Abrahath does mot trust God's word, who will? Ifhe
12148 stands the severest te$t that can be-appled, then the world for all time will know that he was
ri-{ not-2 victim-of delusion-or enthusidsm but had indeed the voice of God'to rest upon. What -
ot test did God-apply? Review the story. There-are man -points.in it thattempt us}olinger,

M tut the one thing for. which Abraham s, commended is his N—ever doubting God’s
lword, that is, his implicit reliance upo&ghat ‘Hehad promised. Shew what is theant by
< receiving and resting-upon Christ alon®for salvation-as he is offered to.us in-the Gospel.”.

IV, jacop. (IX, X, XI). The ohject of our lessn seems to-be &8 trace-the bistory
ihe covenant, so the life of Isaac is passed over and the first step in the transfer of the heir-
Lhip from the elder son Esau to the younger, Jacob, is.given. By questions, as usu review

hestory of A lost birthright; ’ : :

ling Jacob-suffered for his treachery towards his brother, bﬁt‘GodAalways intended that he
Jhould have the birthright, and would have given it to-him had he waited. .As soop ashe
Z‘; s really penitent he confirmed it to him at Bethel. How did Jacob come to-bej there?

Vhat dréatn did he'have? What did God promise him ? Whatvow did Jacob make? He
ks God to be his-covenant God and promises:a life of N—éw obedience. .
As the covenant was made with Adam, not only for himself but for his posterity,iso th
L venant with Abraharh was made full enough to embrace-all mankind, We arc Tssured
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