
THE PALM BRANCH.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

Shidzuioka, Jan. 25th, 1900.
.My Dear iirl,-n iny last letter I told yen, how

we spent Sunday in Our seheols, and n this 1 will tell
'Von about Our Siituray.

The risilig béll ringys at six o'clockz, whichi le prettv
viîrly theso cold, dark miornings. The girls jump up,
Fpi-ead nuit their bced clothos te air, and go down to the
' -th-rooexu te get tiroir niorniuig wvash. By hialf-past
si the niost; of thom ]lave bcgum tho o soyi, or great
clenning. Wrc ivill gro ani1 sec theni at tlîeir work. Wc
bavo a 1vork tinie-table, which. is chianged every ilnonth,
so thore is no confusion. Eacli girl knews lîeï worlz,
and doeS it. In the four sehool-rooins yeni iill find
girls dutsting,-thce roois hiavingy l)efl swcpt; the night,
ho! ore by flhe school janitor. Two girls are in the hall,
%wipinçg the finger-niarks off ai the dloore; mie or tivo
are cleaning ic, banisters of tlic stairs, olic littie girl

Sblusy in the receptioii-rooxu, another in the library,
c.,etc.
At seven the breakfast bell rings. At twenty miiii-

ites past seven the girls go back to their weork-lte
large glass -%viidows of thoe upper veramîdali are iifted
Out, and ail the beddingf is huîg eut te air. Vion the
lorîniitories are thoroughly 'ieanled. The girli;' bcd-

roîns are very different frorn yours, The floor is cov*
(iedl with seC t matting, and the furniture eonisists of a
loiw. Isilail table, and a tiny- bok-case for eci 'girl.
'l'lic girls sit on the floor, se thiat tiîcy need ne0 chairs.
Th'lev have ne bedsteads, and during tue day their bcd-
dling ie foldcd up, and put away in a closet in the corner
cf the reeni. In this cioset are aise baskets and boxes
containling their clothes.

At 8 a. mn. the bell -rings for morning prayers. lu
ab)out fiftcen ininutes the gir.s go back, te their work.
On Saturday nîcrniug -verýything, le takzen eut cf flic
dorniiterics, and thic floors thereughily swept. Thn,
cloeets aise are cleaned. an.d put in order, and if any cf
the paper on the stroi, or paper doors, is tom, it kq
xîeatIy xuended. As "maiiy hands mm-ake lîcnt weork,"
1%y nîne every roem is cleau. A t that tinie the Sun-
dlay-scheol. teachers assemble ln ene ()f tue sehool-
rMois, wlîere tue losson, for the chiildrcn's meeting, for
thoe îext dlay is tatighlt. The girls take turus lu teachi-
ingI tlîe lc.sson. Wlhen the leadler for the day finisliesq,
ilie ethers givo lîelpfui hints or new tiîeuglits, and a
little conversation soinetinies foilows as to the best way
of iiitiresting the children.

Tt is a ruie cf the seheel tlîat each pupil must -d-
lier cwn ivashin g. evc*n though her parents are ili
eîîoîgli Io pay te have il done. Eacli girl , also.. Ieamns
li ccck, and to imn«kP her owu clothos, fer we wish ouir
g-irls to beeome geed house-keepers, as weii as good
studfents. Se, with tlîoir heuahold duties, Englisli
stuiffis, nnud somietinies ergan lessens, yeu. muay be sure
fliere are not maux' ile moments spent in our seheol.
Mt eloen the ibirrniteries, and, indeed, thi, whlîoe
buiilding is iinspec*tecl, an~d a girl whe bas dolle lier work
elreie3sly, receives a Mark fer ca-rekessesq.- Sach
nmarks, lîower, are rot of,',n given, for the eider girls

oversco the littie ones, and insist upen the work boiîig
proporly donc.

By moon tue wash;inig is oveûr, anîd after dIinuier an
heur je spenL iiu silk embroidery. Mien tlîat is finîish-
edl, the girls have twc heurs free. Thîis time they spcxid
ini seving, kîîitting, reading, studying, w~ritiîîg letters,
cor piayingr on the ergan., (an yen, ini imagination,
take a, walk w'ith nie ilirotigli the seheol at this tinte?
Ilu ene reoin yeni xviii Pe sevexi or ciglit girls sitting' iii
a circle on thi, Iloor, busy at xvork, anil talihîg ard
lauginig nîierrily. Mienou they sec us tlîey viii ant once
dIrop tlioir werk, and bow vcry politely. Thieir niodlo
-)f bexving le yery differont frômi ours. Yeni sec thcy
Arc sittiug oni thoir foot, and they platce their hiaids fiat
on the floor in front cf tlîcîn, and bond forward tli
flîcir hiernis touteli tue ground. Trlicy thîeîî press uls to
woilu, hn uit WC nînust refuse, tus N«e. NuIIîît to x'isit ail the~
Moiens. J I
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SOMETHIND TO THINKOF THIS NEW YEARI

WC cainet but Nvonder how flic Jews, N'«hou they
sax't prophoecy so ploinly fulfilcd, could hclp believiiuîg
iii Jesuis. IBut tlîcy se firmiy expect<l. tlîat their eomi-
ing Savieur '«as; to-appcar with. ail the pmp ai
s;plendeur1 cf a1n oarthly potentate, tliat they refusedl to
aceept tlîis luimbie, lewly- youing Nazarine as their long
iook9d fer )Mossiali. AIÏdI stili the Veil je cii thîeii'
hlearts, amîd how mnany, both. Jcws and Gentiles, stli
eling te worldiy penîp and aniusenionte, preferring.
tinil te slubjqction te our nîcck and lôwly j osus, '«ho
enly recognzes as Ris subjects tliese cf truly penitoxît,
contriteù leart-q. Christ is Kilng only cf a spiritual king-
demn, and ive are told that tiiose ivho have not the spirit
of Christ arc muoneocf Rise.

To go on considering Christ, duri-ng Iis '«onderful
life, 1-is tragic dezith andl Bodl-likc resurrection nîfigt
eccupy uis not oniy throughiout ail tinie, but neo deubt
mi iii hoeur thenie througli ail eternity.» Se '«e 'ili
elose with a few words upon Ilis glorieus ascension.
lis hast words te lus xneurning disciples arc fulli cf
iiiterest. WTe always prize and try te observe the kast
'«ishes cf our doar eues. Let us then strive to obey tlue
Inst instructionse cf our bkl,sed master for ail cf 111es
disciples- I-o led. thein eut -as far as Bethany, threc
miles frein Jomus-alen, aud '«hile they '«ere anxieus te
know many tlîings. that He said God alone conld toil
thein. ]Re conîmanded thein te go te ail the world and
proeh the Gospel te every creature. Thon lifting up)
T.i's bauds towards thîem lu blessing, Re rose into the
heavens, and a clona. receivedl Hlmi eut cf thoir sight.

Our plain dui# thon is te do our iitînost te obcy
tbis last conmnîand; toe ithier go or send this biecseil
gospel to ail '«ho etherwiso xnay nover liear it. llow
eail they licar -%çithtout a prenciier, St. Paul. enys, aîii
hi.iv, eau they go uanless they are sent?" If '«c have
tût dô'ne cuir uitost, whmat '«iii 'e answer in thie great,
any c areouxut?

<.Ross.


