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siislar products, tlie manufacture of which has declined in
Engliand since unrestricted imports becanie tite rule. Now tht
lichas returned to dite lremiership the business world is asking
itself if there is any chance of such a polhcy being promoted.

h'lie chances, in our opmnion, are decidedly against any present
changes in the fiscal poCy. The I)rapers' Record lias teei
discuissintg tite question, and sees only two features in the situa-
tion which are unfavorable to frece trade. One is that Eigiand
in trying to framie commercial treaties lias no advatîLages to
offer thie second party to a bargain. 'hie other danger is the
possible discontent of the artisan class at free imports of foreign
nianrufactures. lut these influences are rot as yet powerful.
No leazding man of any party is an avowed champion of protec-
tion, thoiugh some muay lean thiat way. Mr. Balfour is a strong
bi-mnetallist. but wlen lie got into office lie said his views com-
iitted onlly huimself, not the Government. Protection is not a

live issue yet in liritain.

FOUR TIMES A YEAR.

lin a short nterview with Messrs. Brophy,Cans & Co., they
expressed themiseives as well pleased with theuir Septembcr busi-
ness. A great nany buyers lad been in, severat of whom ex.
pressed a wish to have the dry goods excursion four times a
year instead of annually as at present, and mentioned as the
most suitable time the first week in March, then about 20th
May, just bcfore the seni.annual stock.taking, again the first
weck in September and say 20th November, just before the
annual stock-taking began. Otiers who were spoken to ex-
pressed tlemselves as bcing greatly pleased with the suggestion,
and hoped the Montreal Dry Goods Association of thie Iloard
of Trade would sec tiheir way clear to carrying out ite sugges.
tion. It was f'rtîglht that the railway companies would gladly
cotisent to four excursions, as the extra freight they would re-
ceive woutld more than repay tirent for the difference in fares.

A CONFERENCE OF RETAILERS,

last nonth a conference of country retail nierchiants in
New South Wales was held in the city of Sydney. They found
a meeting necessary to take united action for the rentoval of
many grievaices felt by the country merchants. Some of tlie
injurious influences they have to work against are declared to
bthlie issue of hcenses to abien hawkers (apparently the sane evil
ithe Montreal retaileri have been suceessfully figiting against), in-

solvency gtnevances. cleap excursions, the parcels post, and other
conditions which The Sydney Storekept-er says have ben steadily
undcrming the prosperity of the country merchants. 'l'le
formation of a central association was strongly advocated which
could make conmmon cause with ail the retailers in the country.

THE DEPARTMENTAL IDEA.

The goods in the modern warehouse are always as carefully
cliassified mto departiments as circunstances will pernit, and
Caldecott, Iurtoi & Spenîce have, by a recent change, still fur-
ther recorded thteir adhierence to this wise rule. The mantle
cloths and niushns were taken fromt the fourth floor and placed
on the second floor with the dress gzoods, thus making a com.
pilee piece goods floor of it. 'l'le siallwares, which formerly
found a plai.c un thc b.UnJ, %Cre riu ed tu dt fourth, thub
desutong t littirel to habershîm and smnallwarcs. Custum
ers have noted and apptreciated the change.

TOPIOS OF THE MONTH.

T HE loard of Customs lately annotnced sote decision.
which concern the dry goods trade. These include: Pin

-Viat shal bc classed as hat pins, hiair pins, kmîtting pins
needles, stick pins and safety pins, continoit, 30 per cent.; liai
pins, celluloid, etc., except netal pins, with plated or metal tops.
25 per cent.; liair pins, of celluioid, bone, ivory, hornt or tortoits
shell, 20 per cent.; hair pins, of rubber, 25 per cent.

f

Mr. K. Hoissevain. of the Alaska Fcather and Downi Co.,
Montreal, has btcii appointed Consul-Geieral of the Nether
lands m Canada, succeeding Mr. Il. Hoier Dixon, Toronto.
who has resignîed. Mr. lloissevain is a native of liolland, h1a
ing bten boni in Ansterdaii. lie settled in Canada several
years ago, and thougi stili a young mai, lias successfully pro
moted a thriving business. le lias scen a good deai of Canada,
having explored it as far as the Rockies on first corning out.

h'lie company of whichi he is a leadintg nienber does business
ail over dite country, and lie is favorably known to the dry goods
trade of lite Dominion. ''ie honor which lias just been con.
fcrred upon him will be generally recognized as well merited.
Tuax RFvs>w offers ils congratulations to the new Consul.
General.

The idea has occurred to some suspicious person that tIte
exports under the head of " settlers'effcts," which niake a pretty
large item even in the Catadian returns, are sometimes swelled
by goods which emigrating niechants class under then house-
hold effects. Sonte such notion seens to prevail in United
States circles, b-cause the Washington officiais are refusing to
admit household stuff free unless the owner personally accon-
panies them or gives a bond as to their bona.fide character.
T1 Rîvtsw asked a leading Canadian official if there was any
ground for the suspicion. " I don't believe il," lie replied, "as
far as exports front Canada are concerned. There is, no doubt,
a tendency to unduly value the emigrant's effects. He puts a
price on them that they would not bring in the market. In fact,
tie value is a sentiimental one. That's why the item looks so
large in the returns. But there is no frand about it, and no
goods are going out labelled "settlers' effects."

'ie Ohio Wool Growers' Association, in session at Colutim-
bus, O., adopted ait appeal to Congress to return to protection
of raw wool. The manufacturers, however, are adapting thremt-
selves to ite new conditions created by free wool.

British Columbia advices say that late news froi Japan an-
nounces ite placing of a line of steamers on lite route to ite
lacific ports of Mexico by the Osako Cotton Spinning Co., tu
facilitate the carrying of raw cotton, Japant bemg determtinted to
hold her own in the cotton industry.

Mr. Ie, of G. G. Gladnan's, Parry Sound, was in Toronto
tite other day, and had att encouragitg word to say of the re-
sults of window dressing. "I devote a good deal of care and
lute every week to the dressing of windows, and consider dite
efforts well spent. It draws custom, both local and the large
tourist minlux which Parry Sound gels etcry season. They find
the place attractlîe, and sales are the rtsuit. Formier,1 it was
not the custoni to make any window display in the stores at


