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fire which Hamilton expetiended in August
last should excite enquiry into the state of
the fire apparatus, and stimulate exertion to
place it on the most effective footing.

Steps were consequently taken by the
muniapduy 10 obtain new fire engines, and | it
the various manufacterers were iavited to

secmed fnally to be narrowed to 2 chosce
between the “Silsby™ and the “Ronald" ma.
chines, and 1beso 1wo makers were asked o
publicly test their engines before a commif.
tee of the Council. At this point we are led
to remark on the sapererogatory sature of|
the request, and to question with some

‘Wo would have supposed that a decison
might by this time have been obtained from
the record of the respective engines, witbout
‘caunng 10 the proprietors the great expenses
attendant upon a farther test, and that this
fage comauttee might have himited its 1abors |
toa perusal of the history of the competing.
steamers, togetber with the opinions of com-
petent experts already expressed.  But such
comm onplace proceedure found little favor
with those who imagined that ~seeing is be-
lieving “—and amdm;!y they proceeded
0 the teat.

That no inducement might be lacking the
cotporation plodged themselves to purchase
at least 0oe of the eogines which should be
approved, and a test extending over several
days was at length Accomplrsbed,

Much acrimooy attended the conduct of

committee’s report 10 the Council. This|

Romald. To this latter (bexngextra judicial)
0o weight can pmpedy amcb as aguinst it

matter fairly conducted, and 8810 the coursol
to be pursued by the corporation after the
seport of their committee, there cannot be a.
possibilnty of two opinicos.

Bat the advocates of the Ronald bad a
final resource 10 which they resorted whea

pressed relactance, and which is as follows :
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On the strength of this somewhat indefi.
oite opinion the council declmed-to falbl
their contract, and decided to submit 1nstead
thereof, a by-law for the consderation of the
fle. Not content with this failure of
faith, this extraordinary council, in framing
their by-law, again admitted the Ronald to a
competition. from which, by the result of
their own test, 1t sbould have been fairfy cx-
cluded, and the citizens were not asked to
autborize the purchase of the eogine which
their aldermen had decided to be the best,
bat to take the wholo affair undertbeir judg-
ment, and pronounce themselves on the
merits of the two machines  Ts it tobe wou-
dered at \Lat the people have very cavalierly
rejectet Awk? So oucr neighbors, after six
montbs agitation and the expenditare of
about $1.200 on the discussion of an #8 000
purchase. are in-much the same position in
‘which they were at tbe beginning. ready to
commencethe matter dzwoow  We add oo fur-
ther coryment at present on the abnegation
h:lder:unc lupwdbd.u(y dnphysd b,
tbe H:

budh(nunmxohnbem wanting, &
charge of bubery having been made but not
substantiated, and much of the pocple’s
aoncy wasted, with no very edifying result
As 10 the merits of the Tespective engines it
i% not necessary we should speak. dut we
take exception 10 one point raived in the dis”
cussion, and 1o which we think bat little
value should attach, viz: that tbe Silsby is
objected 1023 requising more skilfal hand-
Ying in working it than the otber.

That such an objection sbould come from
cngivoors surprises us as much as any part
dthzunouua. We had xmlnhn

ume of water to the pressure of steam extent
of boller, udmh of baild. @c. ht

Eatend your ides, gentlemen; to the wse of
fire backets in preference to pumps of any
sort whatever.

Twz Fwe Departmest of Comwall have




