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EDITIORIAL COMMENT.

Ir we are to accept the statement of the Northicestern
Lumberman the pricd of lumber must have increased to a
fabulous price in Canada lately, as that journal furmshes the
siarthng intelhgence thit 2 loss of $10,000 was ncurred Ly
the destruction by fire pf 60,000 feet of lumber i Ottawa.
Sutely $166 per thousqpd should leave.the manufacturer at
least a living margin of profit. .

SHIPMENTS to liurop‘c from .\lo:llrcal, Quebee, St John
and Chatham, N.B., andother ports, are, according tu latest
reports, increasing dailyy  The English trade journals are '
chronicling almost daily {arrivals from this side of the water, '
and although tradc in thak country is generally considered at !
low ¢bb, the consumptionto all appearances is nevertheless ‘
lagge.  Our news column§ this month contain considerable :

+
i

information regarding the &rrivals and sale of Canadian woods

in Europe.
»

4
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A NEW lumber cutter, :1“-3dc>criplion of which is given on
another page, has recently deen tested in Toronto, and pro-

This &utter substitutes a knife for a saw
It cuts anything from a slab

nises great results, |
and does its work at one strgke.
toa vencer and that without? the slightest waste.  Steps are '
alieady being taken for the o‘é,mnizalion of a strong company !
t1 go into the manufz.cture of; this machine for the Canadian I
trade, and it is therefore quitdprobable that vur readers will |
s00n become familiar with lh&:\cw process, l
|
|
{
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Tue dispute between the I} minion and Ontariv Govern-
ments i re the title to the timber land and mincrals in
svtth-western Ontariv bas Leeg guing on for sume time, and
althuugh the Supreme Conrt l-%;u sustained Mr, Mowal iz his
views, the prolability is that if will yet gu Lefure the rivy
Council for final decision.  SirTohn Macdonald contends that

the title resides nfthe Dominion Government as acquirers of
the Indian utle, while Mr. Mowat on the othier hased holds
that the Tndian @@le was extinguishad, pot acquired. Tung
will tell who is right.

»

“WE should ndt loowe sight of the fact,” <aid G. W.
Warren, the pine tand dealer, **that the greater part of the
pine 1o he manufagturel at Rat Portyge and Winnipeg, for
us¢ in the British pdgsessions, must come from this side of the
line. The bulk of the stumpage is owned Ly Minnesota men,
and so the conditidp of the market up there, and what iy
being don, is of a ggeat deal of importance and interest. [
look for a very impbriant development up that way.,  More
men are interested inghe Northern Jope development than is
generally supposed.”

-

shade 15 2 lcl.npcr:\lmc seldom expen-
¢ world, but for the past month it has
purrence to sce the thermometer sizzling
By donming our air, linen coat and
starched unmentionable, we can stand
minety-nine, but when ghe thing gets up to 2 hundeed and over
a hinc has to be drawg somewhere.  We drew the hine and
Went over to sce sofe of vur American cousins, but the
scheme dida t seem to §ork,  The further we went the hotter
it got, and after bunkigg on the floor for several nights with
our head in close provifity to a refrigerator, we made up our
mind that Canada was fpt « ~h a mean place after all and ac-
cordingly packed our vgise and took the first train for home.
To get the lumbermen g talk business these days is just about
aut nf the question.  Efen a newspaper man can’t draw them
ont.  Their main ambitien now a-days seems to be directed to
some sylvan resort whede sweet breezes can lull them into a
fecling of sceurity againgt the heat of the office, and where by
the aid of the lemon—and something else- they can keep in a
somewhat natural physié;';l and mental condition.

ONF hundred i th
enceu o thes part of o
been no uncommon o¢
around that number.
trouseis, with a meely
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NEWs has recently cuifie frum Washington that the Treasary
Department has «lcciduglhal savad elm boards 67 fect in
length, 122 inches in thigdhness, the wlges of which fulluw the
natural shape of the treeg used in the manufacture of hoops,
are dutiable at the g of $2 per thowsand feet, ard
measure, under the tariff provisions for sawed ¢lm lumber,
And this decision, aimed at our Canadian mills, comes just
after the resolution of oW own Parliament, at the instigation
of the friends of forcigid industries, not o impose an evport
duty on el log  Th¢manufacturers in the United States
want our clm, bat they afl: so greedy as to gradge Canadians
the profit even of this pmary stave manufacture, wishing to
obtain at small cost our.faw material that they may reap all
the advantage of wirningbut the manufactured article.  Well
may the Toronto II}'r/,:'icmark that our Larliament has com
mitted **a grave hlundeg™in allowing hardwood logs to be
wxported free of duty, mgl add that we are offering cncourage-
ment to carry off out of the country valuahle raw matcrial,
which we onght to helld at howe with a firm grip, in order
that the wealth it is chnverted intv may remain with the
conntry to which it ‘xlufgs.  This decision of the Washing
tun Treasury Buacd supjlics another atrung reason why the
cxpurt duty should be aactal and wur Parliament should
reconsider the matter as goon as it again meets
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AN hportant anccting of the rgprasantatise lambermen of
Untaris was hiehd in Torunto e anlof Jung, at which screral
aportant matiets of peculiar interest to the trade in general
came up for discussion.  The meeting was of such a character
that for the present no public statement can be made of the
work done.  Sulfice 1t to say that live questions affecting legis-
laton were freely talked over and steps taken to protect the
trade 1 every case where an undue advantage was bemng taken
by the government, calenlated to prove injurious to the lum-
ber mdustry.  The question of the immediate orgamization of
a Provincial Lumberman’s .Association was again debated,
resulting 10 positive steps being taken to further the scheme.
TiE LUMBERMAY is pleased to aceept this as an indication of
unity amony the trade, aml the overthrow of the barners
which in the past have tended to destroy the unanimity of
activn which should characterize su important a bhudy of manu
facturers,  In union is strength, and at no time in the history
of the lumber trade of Canada is urganization more required
than at the present' time.  The vital interests of the trade are
threatened by the Jate action of both the Ontario and Quebee
governments, and the strongestinfluence must b hrought o hear
ifthe lumbermen areto be protected from serious lows. Wehope
at an carly date tube ina positiim to give our readers tangilile
proof of the work naw under way, and to announce asa matter
of fact the successfut arganization of a Lumberman’s Exchange
for Ontario, to be followed no doubt, by similar action on
the part of the trade in lllt: other pro:'inccs of the Dominion.

A b deal has been said for and against the timber on
the Canadian »ule that grows in the Georgian Bay region, but
thuse who have put ther money in there appear to fx fairly
well satstied that they will have a chance tu turn it over
agan, nutwithstanding the restrictions which the Dominion
Guverament has seen it to put upun the exportation of logs.
A gentleman who has lately been in the Spanish river district,
says that the quality of the timber there is very satisfactory.
It is not cork pine, nor the soft, black knot timber, but it isa
sort of mediem size, red-knot vanety that makes a good
average. It does not run remarkably high to uppers, but it s
sanl thatat does yield a savsfactory low percentage of culls,
which perhaps makes it worth quite asmuch.  Itis not ap-
parently a class of stuck that is enther very choice or ehe grood
for nothing, but a sort that may nearly all be marketed at a
tair price. . The Detront gentlemen who favors Jhe  Zombers
man with some facts about that country this week, fygmures out
a very good profit on it at present rates of cist and market
He makes ils:n(l cost in pile at the mill $9 for «tock
that wall average, say, $17 in the market. It can be fraghted
for abuut $3, and with $2 duty will cost $14 in market, leas -

| ing $3 as the net profit.  There is,-of course, not the bonanza

in it there would be if there were no $2 to pay the Govern-
ment, but there is still a chance on this showing for those who
have invested there o make a profit on what they have put in.
They are likely alwo to profit Iater by the removal of the duty,
which is pretty sure to come off within a few years on both
sides. The fact of the matter 1s, the aataral market for the
pine standing i western Untanio s through the distnbuting
points un the lahes, and the inevitable tendency ot trade wili
carry 1 where there 1 a demand for 1, and in e break
down any barners that stand in the way of ats free: movement.
—Chwago Tomberman,



