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resident governor appointed by the Queen, but
oll power in effect seems to reside with the Com-
pany in Assinchoine,  The scttlement has now a
population of between 500) and 6010 vouls, and
exiends in length about fifty mules along the Red
River, 'T'he farms are narrow, cach having a f
frontage on the nver. ‘I'he houses are close
together, and remind you much of a Cite in |
Lower Canada. ‘Fhe land is fentile, the houses ;
comfortable, and the settlers, generally, industri-
ous and thrifty. The crops principally raised i
nre spring wheat, barley, oats, potatoes, turmps, |
&ec.  They have plenty of horses, cattle, sheep,
&e. ‘There ate eigheen wind and two water
mlls, ‘The population, since 1t beeame a settllix
place for the retitng servants of the Com-
pany, has been slowly on the increase.  About
one-half of the populatiun are Roman Catholics,
the other Proteatants, ‘The former are moaily
Canadians and half-hreeds ; they have a lishop
and several priests and nuns. ‘Phere is also a
bishop of the Church of England, with four cler-
gymen ; there are three churches, in aone of
which the bishop himeelf regularly officiates, and
one station ; there is also an ncademy, which the
bishop supenintends.  The Protestant part of the
population were, however, with a very few ex-
ceptions, preshyterians orimnally, and had a min- |
{ster heen sent out, as was at first intended, they |
would have continued so still. The Church of
Scotland las been guilty of a sad negleet, in re- '
gard to this aolony. The onginal Sutherland- |
shire settlers have, almost to a man, remamed |
true to their principles, and that in the face of 1he
most powerful opposiuon,  The Orkneymen who
have comne in from the service with had Indian
families, have moatly fallen in with the Chureh of
Eagland, and, perhaps, in their circumstances, we
are not 10 judge of them tao scverely—there was
no other protestant church here.  We can surely
syimmpathise in the strugale hetiween their anxiety
for the wellare of their families and their attach-
meut to their mother Church, as also in the some-
what painful position in whi h some of them, at
least, may now find themsalves placed, when this
Churc) is at last planted among them ; and can
we, at the same time, but grieve over the neglect
which they and their Iighland brethren have
suffered. There is one great consolation,—they
are attached to that branch of the Church of
Eogland, which preaches a sound aad {rec gos-
pel. The adherents of our awn Chuzch in the
aettlement, ninount to about 300 ; they are well-
doing. intelligent, moral, and, I trust, many of
them, piouspeople.  Many of the old settlera have
paseed away, and many of the young people had
aever seen a presbyterian minister till my arrival,
Still they continued to hope, and struzgle, and
pray, that the day they have at last seea should
come. Litle did they think, when they left their
native Kildonan, with the hope that their beloved
young minister, the Rev. John Sage, was to fol-
low them in a year, that the first minister of their
own whom thicy were to see was not yet horn.
To the ministers of the Church of England here
they were sincerely nttached—1to her forms they
could never .reconcile themselves—and what
tended to sour their minds the more on this sub-
ject, was the persuasion, that it xas owing to an
inflaence connected with her introduction and
presence here, that their numerous communica-
tions came to nought, and that  minister of their
own niever set his foot on the sgil. It was not
till they opened & correspondence with the Free
Church, some four years ago, that hope began 1o
brighten ; this has issued in my arrival among
them, on the 19th September last.

In anticipation of this, 2 manse had heen
erected, which, however, has been converted into
a temporary church, until a better can be boilt.—
It will accommodate perhaps 250 or 300 persons,
and is always well filled, and with a most atten-
tive auditory. We have service forenoon and af-
ternpon, and aleo & lecture on Wednesday, We
have a large and jnteresting Sabbath school,
which exieted before my arrival, but was not so
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fully attended.  ‘L..ere are now tunery -six schol.
ars, thirty-aix of whom are young people - my
awn clase,  Finding, as | thoughy, that the con-

ceeded, with the hielp of a few of the heads of fa.
milies, whom the people, at my request, appoint.
cd to aid me in the watk, to exanune and admu
to the privilege of church memberstop, such as
presented themselves with this desire s and the
work baving been deliberarely brought to a4 close,
we procecded to the election of a stall of elders
Five worthy men were ordained to that affice on
Sabbath, Tth sty Last Sabbath we bad the
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper dispensed among
us,  ‘I'he number of commuuicants was 44, It
was to all of us a solenn day, beng the first time
in which, according to our simple and scrptaraly
form, that blessed ordinance was ever digpensed |
iere, It was also the first ufne for the pastor
who adnunistered ; thegfiist ume for the elders
who served ; anid the first tme for not a few who
sat at the table—among others, two old men—
the one £7 aad the other 99 years of age; and
all tnsan addition to ats own intnnsic solemnty,
I trust 1hat the Lord was among us of a truth.—
We had the usunl services before and after the
dispensation of the ordinance.

Steps are now being taken to huild a church,
The stores ave wostly quained, and the wmost of
them on the spot.  ‘The buiding 12 10 be seated
for nearly 400, and is to be fitted ta receive gal-
leries when required—thus {caving room for the
ncrease of numbers which we may expect. The
church 1s to be erected on a pieee of ground long
desecrated Ly the idulatrous revels of the Indians,
and the Subhath evening sports of some who bore
a bewter name, hut whase works were vat much
better than theirs.  ‘Plys puece of ground will be
recollecied by former residents on Red Raver, by
the name of the Frog Plain. This our peaple
have, with great reluctance been abliged to ac-
cept, in lieu of the lot given them for a church by
the late Lord Selkirk, and which, with the ex-
ception of the chutcheyard, is now 10 the hards
of ihe Church of England, nnd even the church-
yard they are now alio grasping »t. The new lot,
however, is in the muddle of the parish,and there
the nianse and school a.e already bude, and we
tru-t to sec the chu.ch also nsiag in duve Lme,

Such is the present sinte of matters here.  Af-
ter a protracted and paindal struggle of 36 long
vears, the fauhful Presbytenans of Red Rever
have scen their tols, in rome measure, crowned
with success. Theit hearts have rejoiced 1n sce-
ing their own heloved church fuily organized
among them. For this they feel that deep grau-
tude is due to the Giver of all good.

Their gratitude also to the Rev. Dr. Bumns of
Toronto, and the Rev. Mr, Bonar of Glasgow,
for their exentions in their behalf, would be to
these gentlemen, if they could hear 1t expressed,
an ample reward for their disintercsted labours,

To one among themselves also—Alex. Ross,
Esq.—they feel that they owe 2 debt that can
never be discharged. This gentleman, for the
long period of five and 1wenty years, has devoted
all the iunfluence which supetior acquirements,
business 1alents, and social position confer upon
him, to the support of their cause—maintaining
their rights, conducting their correspondence, and
counselling and encouraging them in all emer-
gencies. This gratitude they have endeavoured
to shew, by electing him at once to the office of
the eldership.

And now their cyes must be tarned to the
Free Church of Scotland, to send them out, ac-
cording to her promise, 2 man foll of faith and of
the Holy Ghost, to sct as their permanent pae.
tor ; and if porsible, one who can speak intclligibly
the Gaelic langaage, which is still the language
of a fere,

To iny one comiog here, I would say, that he
will find a compact, intelligent, and affectionate
congregution. Old and young esger to receive
instruction ; and in matters of personal comfort,
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ready to anticipate hie wants. Such I have
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found them. Trusting that the Great flead will
send thent a man of lus own choosing, and a tich
and saving blessing atong wath him,
I remain yours, &ec.
J. Btack.

In another letter from Me. Black, of date De.
cember 23, there is the follow.ng very atfections
ate and just tnbute to the memory of the Iate
Rev. Mr Rintoul.  Afier noticing the receipt of
letters from friends, he says:

“ There is one thing, my Dear Brother, which
seeved qunelt to ctnbites g joy ot the yeceplion
of these commun:cativis—{ silude 1o the laments
ed death of my dear and never-to-be-forgotsen
friende—if I should not rather say father ~the
Rev W Rintonl—and 1 cannot withhold the
public ¢ xpression of esteem 1 wineh § held him,
Since the first day that & fricndiew stranger, § set
iy foor on the shutes of Canada, uatil the moe
ment that Eeft Montreal on iny way to this distant
miadion ficld, that man of God was ever ny kind
aud sympathising (tiend.  He was the first of alt
our tsters to nvite me to hs house, and the
first, ufterwards, 10 mvite -ane to his pulpit; and
never were tuly laid before him without meeting
with his tenderest regard, nor counsel atked,
without being given with that kinduess and cane
dour xnd sound practical wisdom, winch ever diee
tinguished i, As a public loas, | regard this
as the very greatest which our Church has ever
sustained. My heart bleeds for the bereaved wis
dow and fannly, and for the fluck of $t. Gabpel
Sucet.  Faith almost fads tue i looking at the
immense blank that death has made—but na, it
elu'\'l'pol fail—Jehovah jirech—the Lord will pros
vide.

LETTER FRM ALLXANDER RuSS, EsQ.

The following letter has also been received
from Alexander Ross, Esq., dated Red River,
18th December :— . v

Rep Rivsr Serrtexes,
18th Dec., 1851.
To Dr. R. Burxs, ToroxTto:

Rev. Dear Sir,—As the Rev. Mr. Black
will be wrting you at this time, aud be able to
e you mnare correct infortuation on powis you
may feel an nterest mn than I can, I ehatl “in-
trude as shortly as posuible on your precious
tume.  Hawving, however, had occasion to address
Me. Bonar of Glasgow on the subject of some
school hooks, and as I had 1o say & word or two
on our proceedings hiere since the amival of Mr.
Black, I deem it iny duty to put you in pomession
of what I wrote Mr. Bonar on thesubject. Ex-
tract from my letter:

* Rut I cannot let this opportunuty shp wathout
noticing how we are geiting onsince the arnval of
our nunuster, the Rev. Mr. Black, from Canads,in
Sept. last.  On tlns subject Tam really at 2 1008
for words to exprese our gratitude.  After all our
anxious effstts during the last thirty-five yeare,
Providence has, at length, been very kind to us,
not only in our gettng 8 minister of our owd
Church, but in geiling 2 man so highly gified and
swiable in every respect for the place; none
could be more so than Mr. Black, nonc more
tughly esteemed, more desersing, or that could
have given greater satisfaction to the Presbytenaa
commumity in the Red River, than he Las done.
And were it in out power to keep him with ue;
we would prefer doing so, 10 the chance of spy
other tnan, either from Canada or from Scotland.
‘This is 1he Ianguage of onc and all here. We
would very willingly forego the Gaclic, and any
other consideration in favour of Mr. Black's re-
maining, He is truly 2 God-fearing, zealous
jodefatigable man ; a man accordiog 1o our heast’s
desire ; a man who has done much already in or-
ganizing the church, and gaining the affeciions of
the people here, The first Preshyierinn congre-
gation in Red River, met on the 28th Sept. ., Af-
ter oeveral introdoctory steps, five elders were
duly elected by 1the people, on the 26th Novems



