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ly increascd exprars of fiving 10 which miniaters
aro subject, and on thy other hand, the enhanced
price of nlmost every thz which our farmers
have to dispoec of. Wi condd nime some lator-
jous and devoted ministers wha are serously e
peded in their work by the pressure of pecumary
difficultica—Difliealtics veeasioued solely by the
scantineas of 1he &y poit they recerve from heir
people.  Liet congiegation « in entering on o new
year, make a deternune b effort to repmir past
shortcomings, and 1o do theie duty to those whom
they have eilled 10 takes the overaight of their
sonls.  We have fiequently of tate reconded gifia
from congregations to their muusters, and we re-
joice to sec, and to record such tulens of christinn
affeotion and regued.  ‘They lielp ta clicer o min-
ister, and to strengthen the hond which unites
him and hia flock together. But we do confess
we thould rejoice more o hear of congeegations
augmenting the stated supends of their ministere
"I'his would, afier all, be the best way of testify-
1ng their csteem for them personaily, aud dheic
apprecigtion of their gervices ;—

“ Tho injury to tho ninister himself 13 ineal-
culablo, as it necessarily diverts much of his yme
and cnergy from tho work of the minisiry, to
which ho ought to give himself whally. “I'ho
pressing wams of his family will domaud of him
that ho should turn lus attention, in a measuro
at lcast, to somo othor calling, cither of a literary
or sceular kind, that ho may draw thercfrom
part of his support. And what must bo the ro-
sult? ‘Tho history of tho church at large sup-
plics tho answer. Passing by thoso dovoted pi-
onoers who havo subjected themsolves to the ne-
cossities of & now country, without almost ano-
ther excoption, overy minister wha has taken
tho chargo of a school, the management of a
farm, ov gono into somo other business, to sup-
plement his salary, and persovered therein for
any considerable time, hns sodisteacted and se-
cularized his mind, as to render himsclt unfit both
for tho study and tho palpit, and in the end been
forced to givo up the active duties of tho pastor,
and ofien of tho ministry itself.  Ilow conld it
it bo otherwiso? ¢ ‘Tho Lord hath ardained that
thoy which preach tho gospel shonid five of the
gospel ;" and when man attempts to contraveno
this law of the kingdom, ho must expeet nothing
but failore.

And even whore the minister is too conscicn-
tious to embarrass his ministry with secular pur-
suits, tho result of an insulficiont support is al-
most as fatal from other influences.  Perhiaps ho
labouts on in hopo, 8s many do, promising him-
solf that noxt year it will be different and bettor,
whon inreality he isinvolving himself deeper and
deeper in dobt, from which he novor extricates
himsolf, and gives to a scoffing world too much
reason for charging him with dishanesty, to the.
ulter ruin, of his ministerial inflaence, and to the
zeproach of the roligion of Jesus. Is it right
that 2 ministor’s conscientiousncss and trust in
God ‘and man should bo thus converted into
temptations to fead him unto ovil?  And when
the wrong is dane, who is the greater ¢riminal,
tho temptor or the tompted 1 “ Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from ¢vil”  And oven
although by great o_ﬂ'ort and caro these conse-
quences may bo avoided, stilt his wmind most bo
distracted and his hoart cast down. IHe cannot
but fecl discourared in hiswork ; for the suspi-
cion will hauy: his mind that his peoplo do not
fool right tqwurds him,clsothoy would have more
caro for his comfort. Ho must strugglo con-
stantly to kaep down hard thoughts of his poaple,
and to avoid tho feoling that ho is an injured
man. Uader sach « stato of mind who can study,
dr preach, or pray 1

A congregation, in donying their pastor a

proper reauneration for his eervices, aro not in-
Juring him only, but aleo themselvea: for thoy

are dving thur much, at least, to cherish a epirit

of worldly mindeduess, to stiflo alf feclings of
| gratitudo to God for his blessings, and to destroy
i A senso of dependence upon anil aceountability
to lnm i warldly affaire. A people who love
et the Goapel sufliciently to lead then to get it
honestly by properly remuncrating him  who
preaches it to them, cannot expeet that it would
como to them in ail the fulnesa of ith power and
tepderness of nta love.  Neither ean thoy, becauso
of its very choapness, properly appreciato or en-
joy its exeellencies s for here, even moro than
clsowhare, wo vzo without eare, and spend with-
out profi, that which wo recvive without cost.

“Wuthout a hiberal maintenance, the ministry

must depreciate both in public esteems nnd in real
valuo,  Young men of talent and worth, aware
of its needless hardshipe, aro discouraged from
sdcking it. Avenues to usefuloess, with worldly
competence and respeetability, aro open on every
hand ; wealth, honour, distinction, fame, tempt
them to euter ; while tho winistry presents tho
glvomy prospect of poverty,want, embarrassiment,
j eave, crippled uscfulness and suffering reputa-
| tion. In theso circumstances, the young man of

talent and enterpriso must havo more than tho

spirit of martyrdom, to determine on giving Inm-
} self to tho wminisiry. Perils by sea and land, tho
martyr's block and stake, tho hears of generous
picty can face, but not tho reputation of starvel-
ing poverty and insolvency.  Jt istrao that how-
over stinted 2ind starved tho elorgy may bo left
to hacotne, thero wil) still be ministers, and can.
didates for tho ininistry ; but they will not bo
aur men of talent and enterprise, but drones who
can ¢ erouch for a picce of silver and a morsel of
bread.™

In conclusion. When a people dischargo

their duties properly towards their pastor, they
have a right to_cxpect that ho will bo equally
faithfol in the performance of his dutics toward
them. But if he should fail 80 to do, let the sin
vest with hitg, and retaliate not wrong for wrong
by attempting to starvo him out  The digeipline
of our church provides ample faciliies for bring-
ing unfaithful ministers to a strict account. Do
your duty then to your pastor; and if you fecl
wronged becauso of his failure of duty 1o you, bo
just to yourselves, frank to him, and respectful to
tho church in reaching his faithlessness by law-
ful means.
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COLLECTION FOR JEWISH AND FO-
REIGN MISSIONS.

QOur readers will observe, from tho notico on
the first page, that the Annual Collection for
tho Foreign and Jewish Missions of the Freo
Charch of Scotland, is to be made on the third
Sabbath of January  We trust that littlo needs
to bo said for tho purposo of exciting tho interest
of our congregations, and calling forth a liberal
responso to this urgent eall. Wo have, no doubt,
much to do in our owan Home Mission field.
But while this most important object engages
our attention and calls forth our encrgics, wo
are not to tarn a deaf car to the Joud ealls ad-
dressed to us, on behalf of thoso who are sitting
in darkness, and who are perishing for lack of
knowledge. And, in truth, wo are fully per-
suaded, that tho moro we feel interested in tho
benighted heathens, and the more wo strive to
send thom thoe blessed message of ‘salvation, tho
more spirit-and vigour will there bo infused into
our own domcstic operations, the more shall we
feel a reflex influenco coming back npon our-
sclves, and ho enabled to oxperienca the truth of

the declaration, ¢ He that watereth shall bo
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watered also himsell.” God in His providence
9 setting an open door before tho church in our
day.  And Ho e, in a very manifest way, bléss.
ing tho Iabours of those who have given them-
selves to  Missionary work in forcign lands.
Tho Missious of the Ireo Church, especially in
Tndia, have been smgnally blesscd, and wo may
woll look to thetn as most important and cffi-
cient means for the spintual improvement of
that oxtengive and populous country. Missivna
aro in active operation at Caleutta, Bombay,
Madras, Nagpar and Puna. While the Gospel
is preached at theso places, in many instances
by nntives, who, after a regular training havo
been duly sot apart to the work of tho MinisTry,
vigorous and most offective means aro at work
for tho cducation of the young. Some thou.
sands of the young aro in this way brought into
contact with Biblo truth. And while the sced is
being soavn, the dew of heaveh is not withhold,
for scarcely a month passes without somo being
admitted by baptism into tho Christian Church.
And, doubtless, in somo other instances, which
may never come under tho notico of the Mis-
sionaries, tho good sced is not suffered to perish,
but brings forth fruit to the praiso and glory-of
God. And, then, in regard to the various mis-
sions among tho Jews, whilo in Hungary tho
missionaries have been expolied, through tho in-
toleranco of Popery, sill tho work is not al-
lowed to fall to tho ground, but is carried on by
Biblo readers, and teachors of the young, on
whose self-denying Jabours tho blessing of God
manifestly rests.  Tn other places, for instanco
in Constantinoplo, and in Amsterdam, the work
is prosceated amidst some difficultics, but still in.
humble dependence on the blessing of Him, who
has not utterly cast off Jncob his peoplo and
Taracl his inheritanco.

May wo bo led to feel aright tho responsibility
that rests upon us, and to respond to the call that
is raddressed to us. Projects devised for tho
mere development of the physical resources of
a country are not allowed to languish for want
of funds. Men of the world.go forward with.
their plans, in full confidenco of success, not-
withstanding tho difficalties that may be in
their way. Will it not be to the lasting shame
of tho church, il she docs not carry out her
Divino mission in the cxercise of faith, and
with a vigour and spiri¢ correspouding to the
importanco of the object? Will it not be to
our Iasting disarace if wo do not eatch a portion
of that clectrie current, whoso inflacpco is felt
lhr;sughom every department of tho world around
us . :

Wo carnestly trust that liboral offerings will
be presented in behalf of this important cause,
and that carnest prayer will bo dadly put up to
God for an abundant outpouring of the IHoly
Spirit’s influence.  Muchhasbeen done in Scot-
land, in tho way of stirring vp a Missionary
spirit, by Dr. Duff, whose eloguenco and.ener-
gies havo been uncoasingly put forth in bohalf of
Christ’s causo among the soathen.. May we also
be aroused, in dopendonce on the promised bless-
ing, to-do what- in- us lies for the extension of
that kingdom which * is righteousncss, and
peaco and joy in the Holy Ghost.”




