SPIRTTUAL INFLUENCH 103

SPIRITUAL INFILLENCE.

Dear Brother Oliphant—- In your first No. you give carfain extracts
from “a Ciristian Herald, «¢for the purpose of exciting interest and awak-
ening reflecion on the momentous subject of the influence of the Holy
Spirit.”  You also intimate, that%an examination of the positions aml
premises of the popular advocates of spiritual influence is in contemplation.”
Believing with you that the « christian world has been convulsed with high
school phi'osophy on this sukject,” I write to caution you as to the man-
ner in which you treat this very important matter. ¢ Beware lest any
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit—after the rudiments of
the world—and not after Christ.””  Ther2 is a disposition in man to reduce
every subject to the level of his own comprehension, which greatly hinderg
him from being “ strong in faith.”  Hencz some christians ivill emirace
such views only as are consistent with philesophy, not considering that the
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.

Much as I approve of the general tenor of the “reply ”* in the Herald
referred to, T think the author has hardly kept himsell pure in this matter.
In summing up, for instance, what he belicves to be satisfactorily shown in
the “reply,” after mentioning thz second itam, he says,“ and we knowof ng
conceivable mode of spiritual communication ts man, other thau positive
inspiration or the belief of the revealed will of God.””  And what if we do
not—does it follow that there are no other?  TWhat then do:s the apostle
Paul mean by stating that God is “ able to do exceedingly ahundantly, morg
than we can ask or think  Did he not, like a confiding chid of God,
simply delieve that his Heavenly Father could bless him ina way of whith
he did not conceive?  Does our author understand the manner in which
his prayers will be answered? If he doss, I must conclude he has got
beyond the apostle. I am inclined to think however, that he has got be-
Yond Aémself in this matter; for, in showing the reasonalleness of prayer
he very appropriately refers to the vast and inconceivable resowees of the
infinite mind. ¢« Our Redeemer ” says he, ¢ sits at the heln of dominion
and power—all jntelligences, good and evil—besides men, arc under his
government.” <« He is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God,
angels, and authorities, and powers, being made subject to him.” ! Ts nnt
this perfectly sufficienit? Why then perplex ourselves asto the mode
in which those angels, and authorities, and powers are employed for our
benefit? But Iam occupying too much space. I ouly designed a hint,
and behold a letter,  May the Lord give you understanding in all thmgs
That all preachers and writers of the gospel would ¢ declare the testimony
of God’’ and cease from theories and speculations, is the desire of
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