
gifts of? grace. And xîurbered in this churchi also, were lier kindreod aifl Ais
hkmd(red j; " his brethirew", wl'ho aIpparentlY for soîne, tine alternated betwcou('j
belief l'I inbeliet; iiow drawii to inii il, admlirîug love, and now driveit froin
],inx by féar and sixanie, but at ]ougth settliig ,o w'î irnto an assured trust in
hlis miission and Messiahiship. And asseilnblcd with these were the aposties,
-%hIo hlad passed through0 a, curriculum of instruction and discipline at the foot
of their Lord, ani -Nvere iuow -waiting for that other Conmforter -%vho shll(It
vivily ail thiey hiad loarnt, and iinake thien incet l'or their highi ani glrIons
aipoStleSllil).

It is obvions that these were nlot uniforg-civen, uknrenewed, saciei
sinnoreis, Mîho Ilad to receive thecir first gift of -saviig grace in the Pentecostal
Spirit. XVe shoufl grievolisly crri' vexe we to sulppose that justification auid
regeflieration 'Voie ex,-peridiices iittci'ly unkn,:Iownl to tiiese disciples of i esuls.
SurelIV they hlad ", iecuived hlmii," and1 to thonie o hd " givel powver t.o become
the sons of God."' Love, the root-priniciple of hioliiness, hiad been imiplantod
iwitin themi ; and thocir lives exhibited tliat " newness " w'li the regeiueraùingr
gra ce of Cod alone can bestow. If; thonl, it wvas nlot the Spirit of' adoption,
assuring thiiex of God's paternal love, iior the Spirit of regeneration, traxisfirn-
ingc and renlevillg their, faflei: nature, which thecy rcceived, iii the gift of tle
Pexîtecostai Spirit, wvhat was it?

This is a xnost iînnortLaît question, and in its righit ase ein
grracious lesson for the Chlristian Churiicli in evcry ige. As ighvIi have beon
expecto(1, the mniraculous phonoioea,, conineced -vith this cift of tlieî Spirit
have bulked very niuchi upon nxen's attention. The voice fmi heavon> as of
a riishiig infghty wind, filliug" ail the biouse 'vhere thecy m'tre aqsselnb)led, the
appoaranice of clover, tongules likoe as of fire sitting upon ecdi of thei, bave
counnanded, the wvondor and the atwe of ail whlo have drawnl near to sec thlis
great sighlt. But wblilst these miraculous phienomuenma tinîs powerfully strike
the ear alla arrest the eye, thiey are iiot in thernselves the real power and ,Il.ry
of Penitccost. Thecy are simuply siyms-sigrns, uiot of somnething iî'aculous and
abnoi-nal and uxever to bc repeated, but of a glace and poNNer iuitendfed for' the
Chur-ch for ail time. So Peter, the primate of the aposties, intorpreted, '"This,
is that whiohi was spokzen by the pi'ophet .Tool ; 1 will pour out of ,,y spir'it
upon aIl flesh, and your sous and yonr daugliters shail prophiey, and your
yonng mon shail se visions, and your old men. shial dreamn dreans; andc o11
xuy semvants and on îny haudaidoni.t(lls 1 will. pour out in those days of îny
Spirit; an*id they shiah propbocy " (Azcts ii. 16-18.) The glory of Pentecost
is thiat it broughit a highl sp)iritua-,l experience and a mighity power to inake it

'lie speciality of the gift of the Iloly Gbiost 'as its fiidncss. <'Thev were
allftlcd( -with the Holy Ghiost.> Thoy liad previonsly receivcd of the "Spirit,
and up to the measure whicli thcy had reccived the Spirit, they were sanifie
by imi; but the ineasure -,vas nlot ' thie'fulniess," and their sanctificationi, there-

fo, a incompleto. Even the very aposties hiad been envions, jea lous, con-
tentious. In the daty of thecir Lord's ignominly ani sufferinig thiey hlad beei
1 imoî'ous and cowardly, wvhile thecir 19 chiefest " lha-d denied hlim wvitm oathis and
cirmes. But jnst as the rushing iinigity Nvind fiiled ail the iouse whierc thc
-were sittiiug, and the emtiro building wvas resonant wvith the heavcnly voice> su
every believer in that assembledl churci Nvas filled wvith the lloly Ghiost, and
'bis wholc nature wvas touchied, eleva-,ted, s'anctified by the power of the Spirit.
To be thius '«filled -%vith tbe lioly Ghiost " cannot uxean less thail an enztire
sanctificationL of the nature. Whien at roomi is fihled with iit, the d1arkness is
uittorly dIisperseod; and wvhcn a behiever is filled Nvith the Spirit of hioliness, all
sin 1$ excluded. There are sonie gases -whichi sezve as a Vacuumî for oblier
gases, boùh ahike filliîîg? the saine sp)ace. Not se is lb with boh1iless aud sin.
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