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that age arc flot miintely dcscribed. We
mcet howcever nt an eariy period with music
and poetry, the two arts employed for the ex-
pression of the religions sentiment of praise,
and tIse latter at a very eariy age associated
with religion, being ilie language of inspi-
ration or propley and ether exalted themes.

Thli most probable s'iew of the enigin of
this Institu tion of praiSe iS tîsat it originnted
in mian's state of iinocence. WVe k nowv that
ini that state man mnust have liad worship,
and praise is the most natural expression of
tise exercises of the holy s,uil, as it ii
foriu the most exaited service of mani as
restored. Whnt more probable than that
it should have bcen the exorcise of our
tirst parents in Paradise. Milton invests
thmi 'with the powers of extemporaneous
poetieal utterance aecompanied with cor-
responding musical expression; and repre-
sents them as hcaring celestial natures
uttering, the praises, of thecir grent Creator.

Hoiw often from the sleep
0f echeing huis or thieket have ive heard
Celestial voices. in the midnigbrt air,
Sole or responsive to eaeh, oers note,
Singing their great creator.

But laying conjecture aside, we know
tliat God has made provision in our physi-
cal constitution for music, and tliat kt is
natural to conneet music with mensure and
niodulateu languagre-to marry music te
-voice. And that any such exercise of
these powers iii man, ivhile in a state of
innocence must have found its objeet in the
g-reat Creator. As our flrst parents enjoyed
not only innocence but the hitghest bodily
perfection, for sickness and denth were yet
strangers to mnan, their voices must have
been of grentest cempass, and swectcst
tono, SO that when God met them "lin the
cool of tChe day" or on the reaurning Sub-
bath, it was to receive from pure becarts
stîch exnlted az;ciptions of praise, as nias!
ho bas nover since received fromn the inliabi.
tants of our cartis.

The knowledge of this exerci,-o, must
have continned after mani fell. Truc> nt
farst the sense of guilt preveared any ap-
pronch te his malier. "lHe hid himself
among tise trocs of tise gardens," and the
voice of plaise was suenut. But when ho
bad rocoived tho hope of mcrcy tlsrough

tise promised sced of tise woman, and ivhen
through the divineiy appointed symbol of
sacrifice, lie was restorcd te, fellowrblip with
lus creator, net enly must bis licart have
uaturaliy expressed its, emotions in praise,
in strains sisnilar to those witl hil vuhbis

tongue ivas familier ere his fali, but ns f%
partaker of redeeming love, îr a new, song,
sucli as enly the rcdeexned cati foc! or utter.

TIse first notice of music however, in thse
Bible is in connection with tIse invention
of musical instruments, Il TubaI, hoe ivas
tise father of thcm that baudle tise pipe anI
tise organ." As these oniginated among
the descendants of Caini k may bc naturally
infcrred that tlieir use wns secular rather
than religions. It mny be noticed that the
first specimen of pectry on record1 is La-
nsech's addre-ss to bis wives, and lie wvns tise
father of Jabal. Thougli tîsus both musi-
cal instruments and poecrv are first pro.
scntedl te osîr notice among those "'ho had
"lgene out from the preseace of the Lord,"
that is, the place of divine manifestation,
yet we know tiat at an enrly period peerry
was nsseciated with religion, and even prc.
vious te this, tho pious descendants of Seths
liad that divine and mest perfect of musical
instruments, the human vcice, and wlhen
they nssembled " at the end of days," or et
steted intervals, probably the wveekly Sab-
bath, te, cali on the namne of the Lord,
(Gen. iv. 26) wo doubt net tîseir voices
,vere heard Il hymniag tlîeir great creator."

These arts wve may supposo were net lest
during tise flood, and did. net need te 1)c
reinvented. Among the pntriarchs after
tIse flood wo flnd music culriseated. Tl;u
Laban when repreviag Jancob for his sudden
fiit says,-" Wherefore didst thon fiee
away seeretly and steal away frem ýnc;
that 1 might have seat tlsee awny witds
snirth, and with songe, withi tabret aad
with harp.-" Job descnibing thse wick-ed
says,--" T,hoy sead forth their little ones
like afloek and their childrea dance. Tlsey
teke thse timbrel and harp nnd rejoice at
tise sound of tle organ.> Job aise an
upright maen, "1who feared God and es-
chewed evil," aise rcjeiced at the sounfi of
tise ergan, nd expressess thc painful
change that lias takou place in his cireum-
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