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of theday. Atnine o'clock, breakfast being
finished, hereads his private correspondence.
Then Cardinal Antonelli comes down from
his roomns above and enters the apartment
of the Pope; he is very gentle, very hum-
ble, a real treasure,—he addresses the Pope
sometimes as “ holy father,” somctimes
“most blessed father,”—he praises the ge-
nius of the Pope and his wonderful know-
ledge of afiairs ; he is indeed his very hum-
ble servant.  This political conversation,
this labor of the King and the minister con-
tinues an hour or two.  The valets-de-kham-
bre sometimes interrupt them ; but Anto-
nelli is very kind with them.

About half-past ten or eleven, the recep-
tions begin.® T'he Pope, dressed in white,
sits in q large arm-chair, with a table before
him. He addresses you two or three words
in the langunage which you speak, if it is
Freneh, Ifalian, or Spanish; he speaks a
little English, but German (the language of
Luther) he abhors, and an interpreter is ne-
cessary.  During these receptions, he some-
times signs requests for indulgences which
are presented to him in writing. Some of
these requests are conceived in the most
conseerated forms, imploring of him “in-
dulgence at the moment of death, for them-
selves, their children, and other relatives to
the third gencration.” The “ holy father”
cheerfully complies with these requests; he
writes at the bottom of the petition—IFiat,
Piv nono. Since the late political events
some hring him money, and others ofter him
letters of condolence.  Hewrites at the bot-
tom of such letters: Ampleat vos dominus
gratia, benedicat te Deus et tuam familiam.

At two o'dock tle pontificial dinner
comes off.  The Pope always dines alone.
From threetill four thePope sleeps.  Every
hody in Rome sleeps from three till four.—
If you ask after a Cardinalac that hour, the
reply is—, His eminence sleeps.”

The Pope does neither more nor iess than
other people. At five o’clock he rides out,
always with great solemnity, accompanied
by the noble guard on hoxseback, by valets
and monsignors, and from three bare fingers
his henedictions fall in great abundance.—
About seven the Pope takes supper, and
then takes his turn at thebilliard-table. At
ten o’clock all the lights of the Vatican are
extinguished.

Whata life for the successor (as he claims
to be) of the Apostle Peter!  How little of
the purc and simple religion of the New
Testament appears in his daily course !—
His pomp and show and royal statcare only
symbols of despotism.  The longer the pa-
pal rule continues unchecked, the more de-
based the populations become. Rome itself
is o home-ficld of heathenism, full of ignor-
ance, irreligion and erime.—Chris. World,

How things are going in Belgium,

Belgium has had a good Censtitutional
Government, with a wise Protestant king at
the head of it, for nearly thirty-three years,
Freedom of speech, freedom of the press,
and freedom of religion have existed during
this period in that little kingdom of four
millions and a half of people who were
more universally Romanists than any other
nation in Europe, save those of Spain and
Portugal, at the epoch of the Revolution of
1830 which put Leopold on the Throne.—
And what has been t{ze cfteet of all this upon
the interests of Rome inthat country, which
for ages was one of themost priest-ridden in
all the world? It has been just this: The
intelligent classes have been gradually open-
ing their eyes to the ignorance, bigotry, and
dominecring spirit of the hicrarchy, and
have begun to withdraw their necks from 2
yoke which they long felt to be too heavy to
bear. It has contributed to this result, no
doubt, that Protestantism has been gradual-
Iy gaining ground the while, through the
distribution of the Sexiptures and the preach-
ing of the evangelists and ministers of the
Gospel.

One of the most remarkable manifesta-
tions of this disposition on the part of cer-
tain classes in Belgium to cast off the Spi-
ritual despotism of Rome, is scenin the for-
mation of associations or socictics of men,
(Solidaires,) who agree to call in ne priest
on their death-beds to administer the sacra-
ments of the Roman Catholic Church.—
They even further oppose the calling in, on
the part of their families, of priests to per-
form the funeral services at their burial.—
In many places these societies have burying-
grounds of their ¢ wn, into which they will
not allow a priest to set his foot for the pur-
pose of performing a service for the dead.—
This is carrying their hatred of the vile
practices of the priests at the death-beds of
the people to a great length; and yet some-
thing of the sort secemed necessary to disen-
thral the laity from the bondage of Rome,
and sustain them in their efforts to be free
against the power of the priesthood.

The late M. Verhagen of Brussels, one
of the richest men in Belgium, who had held
the highest offices in the State, and was the
founder of the University of Brussels, whieh
is cntirely free from priestly influence, was
a member of one of these Societies, and al-
though 40,000 people (lor he was very po-
pular among the poor and indecd amongall
classes) attended his funeral, among whom
were Ministdis of the King, Senators, Re-
presentatives, Judges, and the most erainent
of the citizens, there was no funcral service
according to the Roman Catholic Church.
And this was in accordance with the strict
injunction of the deceased. It iscasy tosee
how great must be the influence of such an



