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The Destruction of Bivds.

—

A corrEsroNDENT of T ¢ Furmers’ Magazine writes
wie following remonstrance on this cruel and nnwise
practice to that journal. Many of its observations
are as applicable to this country as to Britain. We,
therefore, lay it before our readers :—* As the spring
advances, I wish yor would urge upon your readers
the policy of protecting, as far as practicable, the
nests of our song birds. It is indeed painful to
notire how very much our birds have decreassd in
number of late years, and not the song-birds only,
but with these rare and always interesting specimens.
The gun alone has done feariul bavoe ; the net of the
birdcateher, the use of poisoned grain, and ns the Iast,

{ cuying organic matter, tho addition of  few drops of
+ the solution of the permanganate made it in o few
' nunutes as clear and sweet as spring water.

CoINESE Surer.—"The Furmer (Scottish) states
that much attention has of lato been given to the
adrantages that might accrue from the importation
of Chineso sheep into Western Australia, and an c¢n-
couraging report has been received, which may stir

1up those colonists who entertain a high opinion of
the Chinese breed.  These ave pronounced to be ad-
wirably adapted to the Australian grasses. The
people of Victoria have taken the matter in hand, as
well as the farmers of New South Wales, and are
hikely to carry it out with spirit. The sheep are
large. and yield a heavy clip.  They are said not to
be sabjeet to foot rot, and their increase i3 very
great.”

Tut IEsv or & Hionrave Brrrock.—The Earls-

if the least enemy, the school-boy. have all done!toun correspondent of the Kelso Chronicle has sent
much in this way ~ Are we to sit silent until our isle | the following paragraph to that journal :~Mr. Mills,
has lost one of its sweetest charms?  How strangely ' Hyndside Hill, lately slanghtered a very fine Highland
does this neglect to preserve our song-birds contrast |I bulluck of a ceeam color, weighing 70 stones The
itzelf with our countrymen in our antipodes. where  head of this animal, after having been subjected to
the Eaglishman in the land of his adoption loves to  the art of the taxidermist, we had an opportunity of
watch the increase of English birds. and feel a kind ' seeing last week.  The foltowing are some of its di-
of enchantment wlile he listens to their melody ' It mensions, which are extraordinary enough to merit
is with feelings of pity and regret that we witness publication :— The horns at the root measured 11}
day by day in our game shops long strings of larks | inches ; a hne stretehed bhetween the tips of the harns
and other small birds for snle.  Rarely the appetite, measured 43} inehes.  When the line was laid along
of even the epicure will turn from these tiny morsels | the horns resting on the top of the head. it measnred
when he reflects that he himself is accountable for, 6ud inches, and the girth of the head helow the horus
the destruction of one of the sweetest of England’s| was 484 inchea,

warblers I have often read with disgust how such,
and such a lover of the trigger has shot some rara
avis, as it is trulv melancholy to find any man of mind ,
who can rejoice at having destroged one of the few
specimens of some beautiful bird, and, I ask, bave,
we as Englishmen any just right tu go on to the end,
onnihilating every kKnuwa specimen? I feel it will,
be said by very many. more partienlarly those who,
are game preservers, that they must treat many of
these birds as vermin ., but let us pause for a moment
and ask ourselves if it is not barbarous to gu on hill-,
ing such illustrations of the great Creator s band-,
wurk 7 as, are we not rather bound to hand them
dovwn as His heirJooms to future gencrations ¥

How Bose Caversas ank Forsen.—We learn from
The Farner (Scattish) (hat*a remarkable accumula-
tion of game and other animals was discovered a few
daye ago by the shepherd of Corriemuchloch, neas
the top of the Smua’ Glen, Perthshire, in a recess of
the vuek, which apparently had been recently tre
quented by foxes. The hole or den contained up-
wards of 100 head of grouse, thirty-five mountain
hares, some partridges, four larbs, a young hid, &c.
The large store of gaw ¢ and lambsappeared perfectly
fresh, and had only been lately captured. The district
in which the discovery was made has for some time
past been completely overrun by foxes, and therava-
ges they bave committed among both sheep flocks
and game are beyond caleunlation.”

Provincialisms.

Jeoowsg from an article in a late nnmber of the
Cornkill Magazine, the English peasants still speak a
language pregnant with meaning. living out of
doors, their words breathe an out-of-doour air.  Their
images are picturesque and full of life, Thusin the
northern districts a starving man is said to he

Tur. P'rice of Lapovr.—The Builder says that theve
have been at work two distinct and powerful canses
affecting the rate of daily wages. One is the inereased
prosperity of the country, which hus created a more
steady demand for labour of all kinds, and thus has
raiged its price on the great principle of supply and
demand. The other isthe increased quantity of gold
in the coumry, which has lowered the purchasing

* hunger-poisoned,” and people are “ bone-tired | value of tnoney, ro that o pound will now no more
Crops. when spoilt by rain are said, in the eastern purchase the same amount of labour that it would in
coutities, to be * water-slain. " and in Westmorland, 184%, than it will purchase the same weight of
when they ripen well are said to © addle well,” ag if butcher’s meat.  The first cause tends to make the
a notion of working and earning were implied  In' workmen better off, as compared with those who em-
Letcestershire. @ peasant will talk of a bee * kicking”™ ploy him § the second cause tends to raise bis nomi-
hun. stead of sunging him.  In Derbyshire he will inal wages, leaviag lim neither better nor worse off

say he - tells a smell,” just us in Exodus the Israclites
*>aw the thunderings’” at Mount Sinai.  The Eoglish
peasant likewise christens his flowers after their
habits. In the Midland countics the common goat's
beard is his * nap-at noon.” and his - go te-bed-at-
noon. nnd the star of Bethlchem is his **gix-o’clock-
lower,™ from their closing their flowers at those times.
The acarlet pimperael, from its susceptibility to the
changes of the weather, is his * shepherd’s dial.™
The orchis is his * cuckoeo flower,™ because it blos-
soms when the cuckoo is first heard, and the arum,
whose leaf is scen still earlier, is his wake-robin.™
Like Ilesiod, he knows the seasons by these signs.
He has, t0o, like his fellow in Germany, jealously
preserved all the old religious names of lawers. W

cannot any lon%cr oppreciate their beaty and their
weaning when the

w churches, and the marigold strewed on ber bier.
The saint no longer protects his flower. Yct some
faint echo of a religion forever past lingers in such
words as lady’s thistle,” and “lady's fingers,” and
“1ady smocks,” *all silver white,” as Suakespeare
sings.  He has preserved also, the old names by
which Shakespeare. and Johnson, and Becaumont and
Fleteber. knew the flowers  Such qoaiot old names
as " Love lies a bleeding © * Three faces under a
hood, '+ Dead men s fingers,” ** Stops in wine,” live
«anly in the pages of Ebzabethan dramatists and in
the mouths of rustics

How 1o Puniry Bav Warer~Says The Modical
Times and Gazelte .- ** We wonder that travellers do
not carry with them a latle bottle of permanganate
of potass, a few drops of which would speeddy purify
any water A fricud of ours, who has_just returned
from India, tells us that he has derived tho greatest
benefit frum ita employment. In cases whero the

maiden’s garland is no longer bung~

; by the change.

Tur STREETS oF Lovnox —We leamn from the evi
denee recently given, before a Earliumcntary com-
I mittee. by the Commissioners of the Metropolitan and
the CRy Police, that there are in *the City™ proper
440 streets, aond in only 70 of them is there room for
more than twolines of vehicles to passata time for the
entire length. so that a vebicle may stand still in any
{ part of the strect, and not interfere with the progress
of onc line of traffic. In 111 of the streets only one
line of vehicles can pass; 101 have no cxit, and are
not thorouglfares at all. In the year of 1865, 3958
| Summonses were tanen out by the city police against

drivers and conductors of vebicles and others for

offences tending to impede tho free passage of the
! public thoroughfarcs. In the metropolis outside
** the city” 616 drivers of vehicles were convicted of
furious driving, 140 persons were run over and killed
and 1707 maimed or injured.

Svecesserrn, TREATMENT op  Hypropmonta.—The
Wolverhampton Chronicle records thesnccessful treat-
ment last week of acase of hydrophobia, by Mr Pope
surgeon, of that town. It scewrs that about a month
ago a servant girl was tying np a dog which has gince
shewn symptons of rabies, when thoanimal bit her on
the right thumb  She cxperienced no scrious resnlts
until Tuosday week, when her thumb, arm, and chest
became considerably swollen, accompanied with great
heat, pain, redness, stifhess, and numboess, tho arm
heing o stiff that sho was almost upable to move it
NMr Pope saw the girl on Thursday, aod found her evi-
deatly suffering from hydrophobia, the result of the
bite from the dog. ¢n Friday night, sho became very
il], biuog and tearing at alimost everytbing rear her.
and sufforing much from convulsions. Mr Popo
determined to cause proluso galivation in the patient

water was turbid, and tasting ond smelling of de-

with the view of neutralizing the powonous character

of the saliva of hydrophobia. This is a course of pro-
cedure no* often pursued, but its beneficial eflects
were soon apparent.  On Sunday. the convulsions
and the spasms, from which the poor givlalsosuffe ed,
had ceased, and there appears to ho overy prospect
of her ultimate recovery.

Rre-Grass rroM THE MarLiy Saxps.—Says the
Aqgricultural Gazellee—*Among the many beautiful
objects exhibited in the International Horticultural
Show is one of moro modest appearanoe, possessing
some agricultural interest.  There is & box of Italian
Ryc-grass, which when brought on Monday wasin
Inxurtant and forward growth, having been sown
last February on sowe of the Maplin sand, and since
watered with the sewage as it vuns into the Thames
at Barhang.  In perfect health and growth, equal al-
rveady to n cut of several tons per acre, and sown only
three months ago, it is a suflicient testimony to tho
capability of rewage sty a grass-grower upon sand.
The experiment on a largerseale at the outfall, where
an aere of the Maplin sand has been brought up, is
in promising progress. The grass gown ounly a fow
weeks ago 8 coming gatidfaciorily, and, fed at inter-
vals with dressings of the liguud manume, it will no
donht soon cahibit luautiance cqual to that in the
specimen boy at the International Show.™

To Manr « Coverkre. Froor, The following re
cipe supplivd by o fawous  Loglish aathority, i3
quoted Uy the dgrewltural Gozedte, aud may be useful
to some of ont readers. * Thiee parts coul ashes
(those fram the blacksmith's forge to be preferred)
and twa parts gas e from gas-works, to be thor
naghty moved and thon nade joto @ mortar with gas-
tar. It the gas tar come trom gus-works where the
ammoniacal liquor i pot separated, it will be sufticis
entlc mived for the parpose o butif the latter be sepa-
rated aml the tar e thich, it will set quicher ifabout
one fiirth part of water be imixed thoroughly with
the tar whies wsed - For the flours of con-shieds, this
~hiould be Jaid about three inches thick 1o one layer,
on an even surface of gravel, or stoue broken very
small with a sprinkling of pravel uver, and rolled
down The mortar may be laid on with o common
shovel. and merely patted down flat. In dry, warm
weather, it the mortar has been carefully made, the
floor will set firm in o few daysz. For any ordinary
ont-h(:usv, half the thickness will make a permanent
floor.}

Most Derromasre IGNorance.—A receat issue of
the DBritish Quarlerly Ileview contains the following
astounding - nay, almost incredible—revelations of
the ignorance which exists among some sections of
the British community : —*In Birmingham, 32 persons,
averaging more than 12 years of age, including a
young man of 20 und two youny women. could not
tell the Queen’s name.  The commonest and simplest
objects of nature, such as flowers, birds, fishes,
monniaing, and the sey, wereunknown. Some thought
London was a county—onec that it was in the Exhibiti-
on ; a Violet was said to bea pretty bird, a Primrose a
red rose, 2 Lilac also a bird ; but whether a robin or
an eagle were birds none could say ; sume knew not
what a river meant, or where fishes live, or where
snow comes from ; and @& cow in %t picture was pro-
nounced o bealion. Multitudes of thege poor chil-
dren can never have seen & primrose by the rivers
brim, or heard the song of a lark.”

Nore Yy Eb. C. F.—During our British expericnce
we have met with Cockney children who were per

fectly astonishicd to tee apples growing on trees § but
we woro quite upprepared for such a micture as the
above.

Tow 1o ReTaiy e Corotwk or Frowrrs—The
following mecthod has been given in a late number of
the Journal of the Sociely of Arls. A vessel with a
movable cover i8 provided, and having removed the
caver from it. apicce of metalic gauze is fixed over
it,and the cover replaced A quantity of sand is
then taken. suflicient to ill the vessel, and passed
through a sicve into an iron pot, where it is healed,
with the addition of a swall quamity of stearine,
carefully stirred. 80 as to thoroughly mix the in
gredients.  The quantity of stearine to be added is
at the rate of half a pound to one hundred pounds of
sand. Care must be taken not to add too much. as
it would sink to the bottom and injure the flowers
The vessel, with its cover on, and the gauze beneath
it, is then turned upside down. and the bottom bicing
removed, the flowers to be operated upon are care
fully placed on the gauze and the sand gently poured
in, so as to cover the flowers catirely, the leaves
being thus prevented from touching cach other
The vessel is then put in o hot place, such, for in
stanee, as the top of a baker’s oven. where itis left
fr forty-cight hours Tho flowers thus become
dricd, and they retain their natural colours. The
vessel still remaining bottom upwards, the lid is taken
off. and the rand runs away through the gauze, Jeav-
ing tho fowers uninjured.



