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or. if the plant is potted with its full com
plement of leaves into a larger pot, the
leaves will, in like manner, restore the dam
age done to the tender and delicate roots by
the operation of shifting into a fresh pot and
soil,  After a healthy ront activn takes place.
and the system of the young plant is in full
and vigorons play, |h,- renaval of the lOp.
will soon be compensatel by the bursting
forth of the lateral growth.

Takte, on the other hand, a goranium that,
has done blooming, and that, afterbeing well
vipened. hus heen ¢ it down O iy the foun
dation £ another season’s ilowering.  lu
order tr s healthy growth it i meecessary
that the whole of the ol 1 anad exhansteld sol:
be shakena from its roots, ant that fresh na-
tritive ~oil be substitttel.  Now, this shak
ing et operation is froquently performed im
mediately the plant is praned back and de
nuded of every leaf, and, as a consequence,
delicate plants die ontright.  The plam
shonld be allowed to heal its wonnds and
bud out into leaf before it has its roots en
tirely disentangled from the eflste soil.  The
young crop of leaves will keep up their ac-
tion on the roots and hast 'a the formatior. o
young and greedy feeders, the shock will
soon be recovered, and the whole system
brought into 'l and healthy play.  Every
active ront ¢t or spongiole dies immediately
the plant is cut dowa and denuded of' its fo-
linge, and it i3 not till younz shoots aund
leaves are again formed that they come into
activity again.

From the foregoing the inexperienced can
scarcely fail to infer that, in potting plants
that reguive any cutting or praning to keep
tizem shapely or within convenient limils, the
two operations shouid not be performed sim-
ultanesusly,  Generally it is best to prane
first, and allow the plant to make fresh
growilt hefore potting is performed.  Deci-|
duizoas plants should not he vepotied 11l they
bagst inio lealt  Fuchsins, fur instanceawhich

can be =0 conveniently dried off'in winter.
shonll nat be shakea out and repotied 1il}
they have expanded a few leaves, and all
pruaing requived  in their case should be
perfurined before the roovts are disturbed.
Evergreen plants, sach as canellias, eranges.
azadeas and myitle:, have a particular sea.
2ot Wb Which their vroots clongate ot inerease
with move rapidity than is usual at other
stages of iheir growth, and under ordinary
circamstwices that period is immediately
they Bave pushed out their scasen’s growth,
and is the best time.

But L1 throw the cousideration of topping
and praning aside, it often oceurs that shift-
ing a plantinto a larger pot hecomes neces
sary when praning is not called for. In
such cases, whea it hesomes desirable to
wmerely increas: the size of & plant, the e
potting shonld be attended 10 as so002 as the
roots have coiled themselves mmonyg and
around the soil sufticicatly to perform the
potting with a whole ball, but the soil should
never be over * motted ™ with roots. Gene-

i

P potted. anl are likewise much less lihely to

rally a sure criterion as to when a plant re-

quires more pot-room and nourishment m'shouhl be chopp®d up or teased with the
when the routs announce themselves at the, hand without removing the fibre. Sifting
opening at the bottom of the pot.  [tis, how-  should never be had recourse to, except
ever, much preferable at the near applo.lch when it i3 to be used for potting young thinga
of winter to have plants a tittle cramped ut into very small pots ; and even then, instead
the vouts, than to shifuat the beginning of a  of separating the fibre from the finer soil, it
, comparatively dotmant seacon.  Under such "should be all passed  thrangh the sieve,
Creamstances it is mnch beiter to defer re- | simply for the purpose of hrc.-king it up
pot ing until early spring. Al plantg, sueh  and making it fit for going into smadl pots
3 aztleas anid New lloland plants gene-  without taking the fibre out of it Soil of
rally, that e dependent on a well ripened  this fibry  deseription— fresh and open—
srowth for theiv crop of bloom the fullowing should form the chief of mixamres for potting
dedvon, are much better wnler than over- with, and s in itself  very nntritious,  Manu-
vial substances, such as leaf mould and
rotten dung, can be added to such u staple
In cominuing onr remarks on potting | With safety in the cuse of grosser-feeding
plants. we have to obzerve that the nextim. . plants. The amount of sandt added to it
portant consideration is the character of the | must be decided by the character of the
s0il most suitable for plants under ciream- , roots which varions plants make. Heaths.
“tances =0 artificial. One of the most com-; azaleas, and the generality of New Holland
mon and fatal errors into which the inex. , Plants, which make fine hair-like rools, re-
perienced fall is that of making choice of : quirea more sandy soil than others ; while
incrtand finely pulverized soil for potting , such as oranges and camellias, which make
with. This and insuflicient drainage '\t«.\s“o“" crowquill-like roots, demand a very
nore disastrous to pot plants than any other ; woderate admixture of sand.  The former
'wo points of culture that can he named. Plants, too, require more of & peaty than a
T'o pot plants into common garden soil, which , 10amy or calcareous soil ; but in all cases
is generally destitute of fibry and organic there should be a large amount of fibrous
matter, aml ot the same time to negleet Material,  In using sueh soil, it should
‘horongh drainage, is the ~hortest and surest | abwags be inclined to the dry side, us, when
way of reducing a plant, however hardy and | used wet, it is apt to become compressed
vigorons, to a stue of inaction and prema- | and ill.conditioned.
ture decline.  Such soil is destitute to a. Drainageis another point of great impor-
great extent of what forms the food of planls. | tance in the pot culture of plants. $o im-
Were this its only fault, it might be l‘Clllc-,portanL is it that, no matter what your svil
died by the application of stimmlanls ina’ may be, it the pot is not well drained it is
liquid foym ; but the principal want or ervor ln)poqslb](. for plants to thrive. Droken pols
liesin ils mechanical condition being at va- ' , or tiles form the very best material tor drain-
riance with the requirements of a healthy . ing pots with, inasmuch as such material is
pot plant. What is required is organic orl],.rm and porons. .\ six-inch pot should
turly matter. which in its gradual decompo- | peverboveless than an inchand s half of fnely
sition atfords food to the plant. and at ”““brol‘cn potsherds, free from dusty matter
saine time forms 2 root medinm, which frevly ' gver the croek which covers the hole in the
admits the wholesome infliience of the at- 1 hottom of the pot. Aud tender rooting
mosphere, and has the power of absorbing ' plants, particularly those that are intended
thevefrom the essential gases 9 necessary to ! to remain several years it may be inthe same
the well-being of plant tife. A plant poited | pot, should have extra care bestowed on the
iu finely pulverized soil, or rather dust, en. ' drainage, which should in itsell’ he ample,
tively destitute of fibre particles, forms. ! and have alayer of sphagnum moss or other
especially after frequent waterings. w close  fibry substanee placed over the crocks.
havdened medium, fmpervions to the chemi | to keep the finer particles of the soil from
cal action of the air 3 and if youag vaots are ' wixing with the crocks and choking up the
ever formed in a healthy condition at all. cavities. through which the water should
they are most  diflicult to be kept adive.it’ escape with freedom.
that be at all possible wader such cireum- ' ygsponasa plant becomes, in gardening
stances. Suchaboly of soil. especially if! plirase, waterlogzed at the root, it is most
watereld with water in which there is a sedi- certainly doomed to disease, and ultimately
went oot hecotes as solid axw willstone. | qeath, unless immediate vemedial action is
and no tender plant can thrive in it "vesorted to. ow often docs it occur thata
The soil moxt suilable for the growth ofl tiny worin finds its way into the pot, and
plantsin pols should contain a large pro., works the most disastrous resalts By wrig-
portion of decomposing fibry matler. such ns; aling the finer particles ofthe soil down
the roots aml herbage which are common to awonyg the drainage, choking it up and pre-
the surface of old pasture,  The filry matter | venting the escape of watet. Under such
whichsnch soil contains not only presents in | circumstances the depredator must be des-
its gradual decompositiontheconstituent ele- , troyed, and the drainage renewed as, soon as
ments which form tbe chicf food of planig, | the mischief is discovered, or a sickly plant
but preventsat the same time the soil from | will be the immediate consequence. The
becoming compressed and soured.  Such s0il | effect of stagnant moisture ahout the roots of

sefior fron  injudicious  watering.,
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