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Zhe Caxaviax Muxixe Review, 7s devoted
lo the opening up of the mineral wealtl of the
Dominton, and its publishers will be thankful for
any cnconrazenent they may 1ec:8ve at the hands
of those who are interested in tts speedy develops
mend,

Visstors from the mining districts, as well as
others interested in Canadian Mineral Lands,are
cordially Invited 10 call al ounr office.

Mining neios and reports of news discoveries of
mineral deposits are solicited.

Al matter for publication in the Review
should be received at the office nol later than the
19th of the month.

Address all corvespondence, &e.y to the Man-
ager of the Caxapiax MaNiNe Ruview,
Ottaiea.

Ottawa as a Mining Centre.

It has been predicted that with the waste
which for Laany yeurs has been taking place in
cutting and prepaving timber in our forests, and
from the want, of any systematised forestry regu.
lationg, the time is not very fur distant when the
Tumber tiade of Ottawa witl shrink into very
sanall proportions from the want of material, and
that the Targe and costly estaidishments now em-
ploying, in this vidnityoso mmeh labour and
capilal witl naterially curtail their operations,
and practicaliy suspend work on a large seale.
The question which naturaliy arises is, how
The
country swrronnding the eapital is not an
;:griculmml district compared with Western
Ontatio, and manufiactures aie only in their
But just at the very timo when this

will Qttawa be affected by such 22 resule?

infaucy.
apparently bad outlock loows up o new industry
appears and is assuming such proportions that
there is every reason to belivve it will, before
many yemrs clapse, becvme the leading enter-
prise of Central Canada, and afford employment
for hundreds of busy hands.  This industry is
wining, and utilizing the product of the mine.
Thie whole country north of Cttawa, whevever
the Lauventian range of mountitins is met with,
possesses wineral wealth of one kind or another.
Iron, plumbago, galena or lead, phosphate or
apatite, asbestos and mica all ave there, and in
vich profusien. Few persens, bevond those
engaged in wining enterprises, are awure of the
richuess of this section, and the wealth that has
been lying at our very doors for years past,
waiting only the band of man for development.
It is of untold valuc. The plumbago mines at
Puckingham, a few years ago, gave cvery pro-
wise of becoming one of the largest industrios

in Central Canada, but mismanagement and
waste curtailed their operations, and the luge
crushing mill on Donaldson’s Take being des
troved in the great bush fiies, which swept that
section of the country, crippled that industry
for the time being. These works, however,
must eventually be wiilized again, and the
yicld of the mineral I+ - so pure a quality and
so casy of nccess that the only wonder is
they have not again commenced operations.
The enormous proportions the phosphate
industry has assumed are well known both in
Eurcpe und at heme here, and United States
capitalists are investing largely in phosphate
lands and phosphate operations.  Not only, as
at first, is the mineral mined and shipped, but
crushing and pulverizing works are now in
operation, and a demand for ground phosphate
has arisen amongst the fertilizer companics on
the shores of Lake Erie and elsewhere, which
bids fair to shortly revolutionise the trade in
rock phosphate hy shipping only the grouud
material.  Water power is the only cheap
motor for works of this natuve, and the mighty
power of the Chaudiere Falls, which hitherto
has been confined to the manufacture of forest
products, will contribute its share to the
developement of mineml wealth as well,

The iron deposits which abound in this
vicinity will prove us valuable in the near
future as the gold bearing quartz in the lands
where the latter is worked. The iron of this
district is known for its excellent
qualitics, comparing as it does with the finest
Sheflicld steel, and oue mine alone, in the

abroad

townships of Tumpleten and Hull, is estimated
by Professor Chapmar to cont.in 6,302,000
tons, equal to a daily outpat of 100 tons of ove,
or 60 tons of metal, during 2 peviod of it century
amd a half,

The iren deposits in Bristol are aiso now a
centre of attraction, a numher of capitalists
having taken them in hand, and the only
vequisite to perfect o large iron trade in cur
midst, ave smelting works, which time will
cortainly bring about. Taking into consider.
tion these facts, he who reads the future will
see visions of mining industries and their atten
dant factories supplanting the timber tmde:
when forest products will require to be handled
miles away frons cheir presentlocation.  As the
demand for timber yearly drives the lumber-
man fur.Jier and further up the head waters of
the Ottawa and its tributavies, the mills will
have to be located nearer to the place of pro-
duction,and milway facilities for the transport
of square timber and deals now penetrate the
Jumber district to such an cxtent, that the
material lowed on the ears for Quebec, now
passes by Ottawa in tramsit, instead of as
formerly being floated here us a distributing
point, where it could bo rafted or sawn and
shipped in its manufactured state.  Where is
the mfting, that only a few yeus ago,
filled the bay below Parliament Hill with its
industry 7 Whero arc the raftsmen whose

forms  filled Sussex Street and
Lower Town during the summer monhs?
Gone with the advance of railways to other
points which demand them. But the miner is
gradually filling their place, and although his
presence is not yet felt to any extent in the
streets, yet wo think the banks counld teli us
something of the large transactions done with
him, and of the heavy dratts the pay roll of the
mines requires monthly. The scttlers on the
Liévre and Gatineau who were vir ually in tho
power of the large lumber firms, and who sold
their produce to those firms for whatever they
could get, ave fast acquiring money fiom he
demand the mines make for farm produce of all
kinds ; and this not for one firm only, but the
competitive demand of the various mines en-
ables the producer to ask and obtuin a fair
value for his hay, his roots, and produce gene-
ally. To the mining industries must Ottawa
look in the near future for its trade, and al-
though lumber has done much to build up the
manufacturing industries of the Capital, mining
will do still more, and be a permanent souvee
of wealth, when the pine tree will be as scarce
in the Ottawa distriet as it now is in Western
Ontario.
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Basic Slag as a Fertilizer.

For some time past the columns of 7%e -
giacering and Mining Journal, of New York,
have been ventilating a very valuable discussion
upon the merits and demerits of basic slag as a
fertilizing agent.  An cditovial on the question
concludes the matter thus:—

“The discussion upon the qualities or defects of basie
slag is brought to a close in our present issue. The
obstinate and studied silence with which it has been
treated by European chemists leading us to infer that
they feel somewhat insccure in their position, and like
ourselves, regard the experiments hitherto made kuown
as somewhat onesided, msuflicient and unrelisble.  If
the charges brought by Dr. Wyatt should be finally dis-
proved, and the basic process worked in this country
upon the promised large seale, our supply of raw phos-
phatic waterial will be inereased and probably chieapened.
1f, on the other hand, the charges are sustained and
verified, we shall simply be called upon to find & means
of clitninating the precious clement from its deleterions
suroundings, and we have plenty of able chemists who
will ccrt:\ilﬁy solve the p:ob‘«m. Every thing comes to
the men who can wait.”

To us in Canada the question is one of com-
partively little moment.  With such vast de-
posits of rich phosphate in our possession, our
farmers are in no way dependent upon
this source of phosphoric acid. Like our con-
temporary, we await further developments with
calmness and composure.

A Suggestion.

The irregnlarity of apatite deposits has been
the cceasion of much disappointment to miners
and the cause of heavy expenditure in explora-
tion, which has Leen often fruitless. A wide
vein of phosphate frequently narrows or pinches
out entirely, but the few experiments that have
so far been made towards deep mining go te
show that the mineral will come in again if
followed down. To sink a shaft usually costs
about thirty doll:s a vertical foot, and the




