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of the value and ndvavtage of Liuman learuing, will probably be sur-
prised to find, that, isteud of yielding any support to this opinion, it
~Turds the most conclusive and indisputable proof, of thie utier worth-
li wness and incfficiency of human Icarmng that can possibly, be pro-
duced. 1lad Paul, the only A pustle whio had received a large proportion
of human learning, considered this acquisition of any value o preaclung
the gospel, is it possible thut he would have laid aside the ¢ cacelleney of
sprech and the wisduin of words, in dedlaning the testunony of God ?
YCooi 1. Had be vadued human lcarmnmns Lighiy, or cunsidered it
of us nmch advantage, as many do i vur dad\, would he have sad to
e Corinthians, that his specch and bis preacling were not with the
cnticing words which man’s wisdons wachetls, but with the wisdom and
vurds which the Holy Ghost _acheth, cumi aving spiritaal things with
spiritual > 1 Cor, ii. 4, 18.  Nay, further, to prevent the ounly learned
Apostle from feeling proud of his peculiar atiinmenis ubove the rest,
ind to sweep away everything which might be drawn from his case 1o
¢ mintenance the prevailing opinion, respecting the nccessity aud value
iof human learning, he informs us, that when he was commissicned and
“m forth by Jesus (o preach the gospel, A RESTRICTION, was laid upon
lin beeause he was lcarned, which was not laid upon any of the other
Apustles.  When he was sent forth he was specifically enjoined to preach
the gospel, NOT WITR WISDOM OF WURDS, LEST THE Ckuss OF CHRIsT
‘suouu 1HEREBY BE MADE 0F NONE EFFEcT. 1 Cor i 17.  Could
2ny thing be more decisive on the subject than these words of the Aposile ?
From thi - specific injuction to Paul it must appear evident, that human
wiadom and classical learning, instead of proving valuable and advan-
tigeaus o those who preach the gospel, ate much more Lkely, when
jat reqmsllnon, to render their labors iueflicient and abortive. ‘Lhe
reason is sclf evident ; the work of man’s redemption issolely of grace,
from first tg last. Gud performs all the work of appointing the ueces-
<ary means s of salvation, and he assumes to himsc!f all the glory. Lest
men therefore should think that they have somewhat o glory of in hus
presence, on account of their own wisdem and learning fur thering lus
worl, he has, in the case of Paul, prohibiied their use in preacliing the
coepel 5 and pot only in Paul’s case, but also in every uther ; for, he has
raused it to be written in his word, THAT HE WILL DE>STROY THE WISDOM
O THE WISE, AND BRING TO NOTHING THE BNDERSTAMDING OF THE
rrypexT. 1 Cor. i, 19.
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It wou'd rrquire much time, my friends, to do juslice, in our interpre-
fatien, to the divine beau'y of this picture. The Papacy is distinetly in-
«‘w::ned hy thirtcen or fourteen characters. My objectisto try and make
I\ﬂu understand that, from each of these characteristic traits, is one forced
! «exelaimy not only ¢ Itisindced the Pope,” but* Theie is nothing un-
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