
T HE MfESSUX-NG E R.

so she is greatly delighted with him. It amaauund on eyme o n
lasrrligho o caa.n le arn, to drW Q-. mas niglit ?'l ,

, s'You say, your sister' faniily are, coming
MRTad,-aged ---- --- to dinner, your girl of course goes out in

YRTLE, aged twelve• the evening, and !yet.halfata dozen or. mor'e.
Eight Aprons-. young folks are coming ta visit in the even-

tToy t 'Only one dollar to spend for presents !ing. of coure you'l have to _ get up the
Dear E-ditör, - malittle boy eight How ame I tolmake t go rond omih ra.

years old. - I was' very much interested ln gil a - 'Oh, the treat won't trouble anybody. I'm

*L.- S.,'letter.ý' Iý was coniverted uat the'age girls ? ' I. ,ý>

f. s.s lettl k that th e aMessenger' is at once came the -happy thought, going to do exactly as we did last year.'

almo e n th ina thatyou the Mes ee is 'A ll at oSc eight different 'pattern s f Yes, but those stylish' Merlin girls on the

Yo thfe b d Lancaster ngham were bought for three hill told our Ida-she ,was away last- Christ-
LÂRECE riradeyn 

eeme
Your-frnddNCE ugliters ,ree-daughters-in-law, onegrnd- mas, you remember-that they spent last

- , LAREr. d t aud.n ono niece to be. While we Chrlptmas.ev.ening at your house, and never

prtagé du Fort., were at -the tea table thatnight Hugh lef,. had a pleasanter time in their lives., They

leur Editor- v o rge f rm. We and, when eLwere assembled again in the 'entioned particularly that the iefresh-

ear getting a frnace put n -our house. W s withn -room, we found he had labeled ail ments were splendid! Ida Twondered what

have .ectias u Sunday-ch o of two little the gingharns for each girl with the pet you had.'

boy acand.two litte girls. o. names and odd names of the family, and 'Well, it's-. easily told. When Tom and

boy ad t MARY B. C. 'Aged 11 written little bits of paper and pinned On the girls said they wished six -or eight of*'.'
each one. their frends, the Merlins among the rest,

] Berwick, N.S. I jet them ail stay on, and this ls the way could come to the house&Christmas night, I

Dear EdltorI livedn a farm i the beau- I cet the apros: Tw yards, and, a haf lon"; said they could and welcome if they were

tiful AnapolrI Valey. W e iave oxeaI; take aff rtwo-inc piece for belt; cut the willing ta do as we used ta in our New Eng-

ciws and Young cattle. We have a horse re t n, haîf; take offao ee t uches fr trings land home.'

nawsd Dandyuand a colt eightee moth5 ou tne breadth, which la used for the. front;. '"Pray how was that?" asked Tom, bridl-

old, nam ed Bannie. . My brother ploughs plit the other, and put half on each side; ing a little.

lher and Dandy. I have two pets, a gather ta belt eighteen inches. Sa I made 'I reminded him that Norah expected ta
kitten and:a bantam hen. I think our my, eight aprons and sent them on their go an her little Christmasing us soon as

Sundanyda efine. Ltake much far-off journeys, costing five cents a yard, . diner was ver, and that I always helped

uplasure cl studying them. My miama or thirteen cents apiece, .the father payig her clear away sa lengthy a feast. The table

takes the 'Northern Messenger,' and she the postage, which, it must be confessed, I told him should be neatly spread with no-

others ta read. She l trying was -half the cost of the gingham. thing on it but the cloth, cups and saucers,

to get others ta take it next year. She bas The "first news I had of them was from plates and paper napkins. ,On the sideboard

tgot one subàcrlber now, and I think she will one of the young husbands, who took the should be a platter of cold. turkey. which I'

get more. I always look for the Carres- gifts from their Christmas-tree, and wrote: would slice after dinner, chips, fancy crack-

ndn frst. We allgo to SuUday-school, 'Te girls squealed and rawed over their ers, salteens, a pie or two cake, nuts and

po brother is librarian. aprans, and had. more- fun with them than raisins, figs and grapes, all ready prepared
S r STELLA, agdeleven. over any "boughten" things you could have for serving. A pot of coffee, also one of -

sent. Anne's pockets created gre't. excite- chocolate should be on the range. When-

Hartney, Manitoba. ment, and Hugh's labels sent the aprops ta ever he or any of the other laddies. chose ta

D Editor,-This Is a small town~, but the proper recipients just as well as if they invite a young lady ta the dining-rooin they

bein surrunded by a good grain distriet, had been writtenbY a strictly sane persan.' could treat her to whatever the sideboard

is a very busy place. There are five large Ten Stella wrote: 'We had our gifts lu afforded, or make merry by running ta the

elevatorsr and -a, grist-nilill.. The .. Souris the dining-rooi after breafast, and, for kitchen for a cup of bot drink.

River .s abou~ hlf a 'ile fronithe town.- pèople who expected rery littie, they made 'I certainly think those young people were

W hae good fun ou the ice. We. have.,a vquite a showing, especially .the iitchen-. going and coming from the dining-room the

fine ,sghol e . , , apron, which I.needed sadly. We had'u good wholeevening .through. Tom had sniffed
WILLIE. laugh over the little papers, which we did a little and observed something ~about "'a

not discover at first, aId over' Anne's regular counter lunch" when the proposal
Amhert'N.S.• pockets.' -'' '' ' - t ' w' . was made, but. this year he proposed. carry-

) fardita.r,--~have taken the'Messen- Froi "Grace':. 'The .apron la most wel. ing out the same programme, or I might per-

,ortwp. years,; and-like .it very much. , ., . . . haps more properly say menu.

My, grandfatàhcr.taltes ýthe -Witns;'.'and'i hcfo-- e'e
Mketa gradh the 'Watones, pin ' 'n Ith Frmrm Helen: 'Thank you very muul fo ,'I rememben Tom -called out, "The pie's
like- tP read the stories, especially, on te the rons. Both Margaret and I ini. given out, mammy. Allght I aid, go

Boy's Page' Our kitten's name is Kitchener tated the ut our Christmas dinner and to the pantry and get another." «And pret-

My father ra aurhae Ind ha stoa like them e dver sa rUch. We b on, ur ty so Lizzie valgdt,"Ts coffe ail gone,

long ar om C umbrn CuutyI a w h a the gaod gawns, and tbe large uprana protected -mafllmY." "Ail ight," said , placidly, "go
long tocoumberland County, which was the them, and we displayed them proudly among to work and make some more." Then a

Ialay givety mf the Dominion plebiscite. aur gifta.' prolonged cry, "0 :mammy, the turkey bas

a oways give m te every stitch. lu al adisappeared." "Never mind, go to the
dren or give them timsome pickings left, and.I did set up a chicken

CHESTER, aged 11.Fredericka My apron grand. I 'gainst a special call.

' had gingham for another, but the making 'They picked both .turkey frame and chick-

Caoewis the greatly appreciated parf, and I have en bare ; Susie's children were here, you
Dear Editor,-I like the 'Measenger' very it on this evening.' know, so there were fourteen young people

much. Ican read it al on't mromy Lais: 'In some wa I am a very in ail, and now I have described what the

been taking It aibout two years.. d ont Improvident persan, and an instance of that Merlin girls styled "splendid refreslments."
thinkc I would do without it., 'I belong to mpv p rhaenypon.W n Tom last year ventured something, about ice-

St. Paul's Church. My birthday was this fact is that I never have any apro . Wben cream, but I tod himn no, there could be no

month. I got a lovely prayer-book from I dust I cover mya lothe with lint, a ud sig bout aything extra, the general

my mthe, 'ithailthehynns u ta bck peuld mare time than I need lu rexmoving fuiang abou htigeta u eea
My mother, with all the hymns in the back spend m o erson the dust tbat I just're- provision of the season would be enough.
of it. One of my little friend's ame is f rom my m 1 furnitire. But while I And we found it a very simple, matter ta

Elaine eSh lives right next to ustee She movedpromd the fuct that I was not prop- clear away the sideboard treat the next

gave meloely avet-seers ald oten depped for my work, I neyer remedied morning, while it gave me scarcely anything
'Little Helper.' I have four sisters and ona dut with great pleas- extra to do on Christmas afternoon.'

brothera t ure, and thank'you ever ao much for my This ls a very true showing of what bas

big apron I wore it this morning doing my been done time and time again lu a large
c ' family, when the young people .wanted a

Nler r ewunln Ol Prnicand rom Aune: ' That brings me down ta little company on Christmas night, and after

DearEditor,-I live with my grandpa an From Annefor my good, generous-sized. the long, abundant dinner it was too mucb.

pandma l rsince my mamma dio gy tha uo'n It happened to be just for the tired housewife to think of getting up

maste tnhCarbonear, heis ta be station- gmgamhad oftm expressed a wish for and a regularly laid 'treat.' It bas been proven

master there. an Eliza ast. ng was in rai need of; but the best part of the often that an .entirely informai company is

the tMessenger' for some years past. Now whsgn th was its size. I had never- ex- the merriest one imaginable, and it is a great

she takes It for me. Thave la lil p wholc nget one lafge enough, and sus- mistake ta crowd so much into a joyous

his name is Jubilee. There. is an iron mine Dected tou n' haefrds wl hstm holiday tha-t all pleasure'is' lost in a sense

opened seven miles from here. There Is a pet I wouldn't bave fared l veo l this uhne b of cruel fatigue.

. lrgepie buldig breanda railway tnuck if yau b.adu't made a job lotý aIl for ancli big,0 re ftga
large pier builting h bre, and a forth girls, and I got the bencfit of it. .You There is quite an art in making things

but.gTheran frm to mine. bc an ciot- sec, my mother bas always gone an the easy, and on holidays the' most scrupulous

ing for mi nes. I bave two dollars and principle that, as Mother Nature made me housewife is fully justified in refusing ta
\ in for cesns an hex ta golaran after sa smail a pattern, she woùld go one undertake a.nything liké an extra spread,
forty cents, andam expecting ta bette and sa I bave always gone around Just set young people ta helping theinselves,

WILLIE, aged seven and a half. wth aprons cut off at uly knees, like the and how the good things will disappear.

Glen Levet, N.B little od woma.n on the highway. Now I It is doubly jolly ta see Tom or Will pour-

Getle eve, dy new gingham with pride, and enter ing chocolate into a tiny cup which-he inust

Dear Editor,- go toa school every day. th ltchoiT with confidence and ln safety. fI and refill until he must needs search

Slike t hve loyn leyss well, forohdtSu yo see it Is truly appreciated.' about for more of- the raw material. There

like to« get down in mDy class. My brothe r, oy ttnotecthls--sawsaknd f good comnradeship ln

'Boyd, goca -with me, and, I beip,-hlm 'w.tb hi truc story la written ta tcah. the las- .is ulwaya a kind ofgodc rachpl
'Boyd, sons withmeandIhelphimwh souThat a littl gift with love is welcomed, harg these merry feasts, eapecialiy when
h eADELINA aged eight and that a little money can give pleasure ta imtbeomle the part f prudence for some

a wîal failyof ovd clidciL'Wofla- atrcrnly girl ta. adylsa as ta how much
a le familyof loved children.- oman coffe or chocolate go into makin an-

Glencoe. kind.' -- - other potful. Do not refuse the merry-mak-

Dear Editor,-I -have. a- little dog called ing because of the work involved. Make

'Ponto,' and she is brown, and bas a very Miak g It Easy. thinga easy, aid they will be ail the mer-

't~~~~~~~ ' aeas al ald'ondo it ''rier, and yon polare much the same
busby taîl. l bave also a caî cIled 'John.
Roufsh' a a y11ner'ancccd Druid 'Dear me, I don't see how you can . all rie wrd oun d.-'lristi
Rolfe,' and a youngRON; aged t'welv. 'Do what? Jut let the yug peple havyo o a


