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MORE BLESSED TO GIVE.
BY MISS M. B. WINSLOW,

6
“No, I'm not glad at all,” said Belle,

“xnot one bit.” -

“Not glad that Christmas is coming ?”
said Eustace, quite unable to comprehend
such an astonishing-speech,

“No, not one hit,” re.asserted . Belle;
“What does it all -amount td? ., Gaudy
Christmas trecs, unlike anything in*sHeaven
or on earth, tuys, candy, books—why, I’ve
had so many Christmas presents that there
is nothing new to have, and,one year's
things are just like the last, only different
people give you different things, and ‘per-
haps, after all,.the very things.you want
are the ones that nobody thinksiof and you
bave the mortification of seeing some one
else get just what you had set your heart
upon.” KRR
“I'm sure I always like miy. preseits;

N
said Eustace; “and Christmas 182 'Holiday:,
,.%’;‘i

that’s one shing that makes it grandi?i
Eustace showed the usual school.boy ave
sion to school days, L o

“ Yes, I suppose it’s well enough for boys ;
they can go skaliug and slide down hill and
do lots of things. T used to like Christmas,
too, when I was little [Belle did not look
very big now], but ’'m sick -of it; it%s
always just the same, and of the two I’d
rqtlhe,l; go to school and have fun with the

irls.

8 Bustace could not at all understand her,
but then he did not try very hard, - When
he first came to his uncle’s, that he might
attend school, he had puzzled a good: deal
over the airs and graces of his city cousin,
but he had given her up as an unguessable
conundrum, liking her perhaps all the more
for her incomprehensibility.  He was going
to take her home with bim for bis winter
vacation, and it was in discussiog the plans
for this expected pleasure that the above
dialogue occurred.

Belle was an only child, whose parents
had spared no pains to gratify every wish
and to load her from her earliest infancy
with everything that could conduce to her
bealth, happiness and pleasure. Every
Christmas eve her stockings had been filled
to overflowing by Santa Claus, as for some
years she devoutly believed; and since
she had outgrown that myth, her plate at
the breakfast table on Christmas morning
was literally buried by piles of book; bijou-
terie, and nick-nacks of every description ;
she had bad Christmas trees at home, and
attended Christmas entertainments abroad ;
secular teachers and Sunday-school teachers
had given her Christmas gifts, and every one
had endeavored, since the time when she
was old enough to lisp the word, to make
the Christmas festival as gay and happy as
it could possibly be for the little girl. The
consequence was, that Belle was tired of
everything—blase, as the French express
it—and even the prospect of spending
Christmas in the country gave.her no
pleasure, except in the idea of taking a
Journey aud seeing her aunt and cousins,

School closed that year several days be-
fore Christmas, and the very moment they
were free, the children set off for Eustace’s
country home ; Belle’s father and mother
sceing them safely on the cars, and repeat-
edly charging their daughter to enjoy her-
self and have a good time. It was great
fun to travel with ouly her cousin as es-
cort, and it made her feel quite like agrown-
up young lady, -

Just at nightfall they reached- Ponkoke,
where a large sleigh piled with furs and
blankets awaited them. Among the furs
nestled innumerable children, great and
small, who all hugged their heretofore un-
known cousin. wishing her “Merry Christ-
mas” and giving her a warm welcome,
They all chattered at once all the way home ;
the coming Christmas, of course, supplying
an inexhaustible fund of conversation,

“I'm so glad Belle has come, She’ll be
able to tell me just how to finish mamma’s
toilet cover.”

“Q Belle, don’t you tell Eustace, but
we've each made some pretty thing for his
room, and Christmas eve father’ll take him
to the village, and we’ll all go in and fix it
up j;xgt like fairy-land., You’ll help, won’t

ou .

#I just want to show you my screen, 1It’s
to shade father’s eyes from the light. I
made it all myself, but it is not quite fin-
ished, Eustace was to bring the mountings
from the city, Yow'll be able to tell me
just how they ought to go, I’'m sure.

“Isn’t it nice to bave Belle here? We
can each tell her all our secrets and about

(5,7 | altogether too Iate in the ¥y

the presents we've made for cach othr, and

fast as they are finished, and she won’t let
any one see them
dear 17 o _

Such was some of the talk as it reached
the visitor in confused fragments ; and.two

and second, that ‘all seemed to take it fi;
giving as they were.

> They were busy days, those that
the great Christmas birthday, and Belle
found herself quite cartied along by the
general tide of delightful Tiystery, and even
commenced some- smalliiventures on her
own aceount, which, as g ds not a great
adept at needie work, anCh@i¥-commenced
AWere not a

i

greatb suceess. L

" Christmas eve came all too soon for these
hose preparations were not in a_state of
completéness, One after another slipped
into the closed parlor with honorably shut
eyes, and deposited their small packages
directed in Jarge round characters; and
Belle, being a sort of neutral ground, was
very useful upon this occasion, The chil-
dren bad taken possession of -papa’s study,
and when the two bright rooms were thrown
open, the old-fashioned Christinas tree,
lighted with Wwax candles- and hung with
strings of pop-corn, failed to attract atten-
tion till the graceful oak-bough, hung across
the study window in imitation of the yew
of the older world, had been admired by
the parents, for whom ithad been prepared.
Suspended from its stout trunk were gifts
from each one.of the country minister’s
childven, mostly the work of their own
bands, the materials- having been supplied
from the few pennies called “pocket money?”?
obtained by them. . Yet surely no costly
city Christmas gifts ever excited so wmuch
delight, not 50 much in the parents, thonzh
they gave full praise, as in the givers, each
of whom seemed brimming over with
Christmasjoy. : _

It was the same way in the parlor around
the Christmas treeé where everybody- had
been remembered by everybody else, ~ Such
littlé gifts as they were—needle-hooks, pen-
wipers, knitted wristlets, and crocheted

scarfs—but . loving : consideration of . the

tastes and desires of those to whom they
were given was apparent, and the joy of
giving was even greater than that of receiv-
ing. Thers was a box of elegant and beau-
tiful presents sent by Belle’s parents to her-
self and her cousius, and the little girl
really enjoyed much more highly the com-
paratively small gifts for the others than the
elegant ones for herself. It scemed to put
her on the level of the little givers, each of
whom had remembered her. .

Christmas day came, and after the morn-
ing service in the ¢hurch and the moderate
Christmas dinner to which the healthy coun-
try appetites imparted. a special flavor, the
great celebration’ of the day bLegan, This
consisted in the packing and distributing .of
six large baskets for certain poor families
whose whole lives blessed -the children of
the parsonage.  Every one had a share in
the work, which was made: possible and
greatly helped by the different Christmas
donations sent in to the minister by various
members of the congregation.

We have not space to record the varions
visits paid Dby the little flock—to Jan, the
erippled shoemaker, to. old blind Betty and
her sick granddaughter who took care )’
her, to Widow Brown and her four small
children, and to all the rest. Nor can we
tell of the thanks bestowed upon the young
folks, the eyes that brightened at their com-
ing, and the loving looks cast at the happy
faces. How busy those children were, pack-
ing and unpacking, setting out tables, warm.
ing up messes of pie and-pudding, and
wrapping up feet and rheumatic limbs in
comfortable flannels,

Belle shared with alacrity in all the
pleasant work. Ier eyes flashed, her cheeks
glowed, and it was not at all with a blase ex-
pression that she answered Eustace’s ques-
tion as they walked homeward in the gather.
ing twilight over the crisp snow,— .

“Yes, indeed, I am glad that Christmas
has come, and that I came here. ]
had such a grand Christwas in all my life.”

“Belle,” said her uncle, to whom Eustace
had repented her words, “do you know why
you have enjoyed this Christmas day so

much? It is because you have had fellow.
ship with Christ, the great Christmas Giver,

we can put all onr things in her room as

that should not, will you,

things struck Belle, as she listened s, first; |
that no one seemed to “Iig speculating’as ol

what Christmas wag to bring him or her i|: & IVho are the only three Bible characters:

precédedj'

add -have learned the secret  of even his

Jjreatest happiness, ‘It is more blessed to
give'than to receive.’ ”—~Zion’s Herald,

e —

Question Corner.—No. 25.

x BIBLE QUESTIONS,

-whose names commence with I ?

239 Who are the only four Bible personages

granted that she was as'mich interesttd "Rﬂmse nomes begin with V 7

Ryt
- 87 How many days for repentance were grant-
ed'to a city doomed to destruction ? .
‘4, Who was translated ? :
5. What man’s hair when cut weighed over
four pounds?
¢ 6. What is the name of the only person whose
‘name comniences with Q7
7. What king and what patriarch. planted
treos?
.8 What king and his queen appropriated the
vineyard of.a poor man ?
9. Who was clothed in camel’s hair?
10, Who put goat’s hair on his srms with in-
tent to deceive?

’
ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUESTIONS NO.
J. Gen. 10: 8-11,

2, Gen, 10 15-19,
3. Gen, 11: 10,
4. Gen. 11 27,
5. Gen, 14 : 13,
© 6.2 Peter4: 6, 7.
SCRIPTURAL ACROSTIC,
Initinls, Issachar,
Finals, Naphtall,
1. Imrj,
4. Saiauel.
3, Syria.
4. Ararat,
§. Cush.
6. Harp,
7. Arbaua,
8. Roman,

2,
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MONEY PRIZES

TO BE GIVEN TOo \V(-)RKERS FOR THE
“ NORTHERN MESSENGER.” :

fotnd such great favor last year, we this yeayx
offer the following MONEY PRIZES :—
The person sending us the largest "htmount
in money for subscriptions to the NorTuiern
MESSENGER between November 19 (the* day

I never

on which our offer- first appeared) and Feb.

DOLLARS 5 ° '

To the ﬁem n: sending . the sccond largest
amount a prize of SIX DOLLARS ;

The third largest, FOUR BOLLARS ;

The fourth largest, THREE DOL-
LARS ool K :

The fitth largest, TWO .DOLLARS ;

The sixth largest, ONE DOLLAR.

We hope to be able to' report a very mate-
rial inerease in this season’s subscription list,
a thing which can readily be' accomplished if
our friends will go to work with o will, and
AT ONCE.

JOHN DOUGALL & SON.
— e

GREETING!!

That festival which is pretty generally re-
garded throughout the world as a red-letter
day will soon have cowe and gone again,
For twenty years has the Noithern Messenger
added its gocd wishes to those of itsreaders’
other friends as each succeeding Christmas-
tide has come round, and it now extends to
one aud all the earnest hope that the next
one may be to them, in the very best sense
of the word,

“A MERRY CHRISTMAS.”
—————r e,

RENEW WITHOUT DELAY !

Reader, do not allow your name to be
taken off the Messenger’s subscription lists,
but RENEW PROMPTLY, and try to induce
your friends and neighbors to be subscribers

also.
—-——

. MonrrEAL DALy, WITNESS, $3.00 a year,
post-paid. MoNTREAL WEEKLY WITNESS,
$1.00 a year, post-paid. WEEKLY MESSEN-
GER, 50 cents ; 5 copies to oneaddress, $2.00.
Jonn DouveaLL & Son, Publishers,Montreal,

Que.

In addition to the PRIZES OF BOOKS; |
which will be given on the .same prineiple as |

ruary 1, 1887, we will give a prize of TEN

This year again our premiums to workers
for the Messenger take the form of books, in
consequence of those we gave last year having
been so much appreciated by their recipients,
To him or her who sends us FIVE NEW
SUBSCRIPTIONS, or ten rencwals, at the
regqular price of $0c per. copy, we will give,

‘either

¢ Jessica’s First Prayer” (Hesba Stretton),

“The Pillar of Fire; or Israel in Bondage®
(Ingraham), - .

* The Prince of the House of David " (Ingraham),

. Bunyan's ** Pilgrim's Progress, " colored lustra-

tions, . '
. or

+ . Foxe's “ Book of Martyrs,” colored iilustrations,

To the person sending us TEN NEW
SUBSCRIPTIONS, or twenty renewals;, we
give the choice of

““ Uncle Remus, his Songs and Sayings,” .

" Little Women” (Louisa M, Alcott),

“Tie Last Days of Pompeii” (Lytton),

or

* Ben Har; or the Days of the Messiah,”

For FIFTEEN NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS,
or thirty renewals, we will send oue of the
following :—

¢ Burriers Burned Away,” illustrated (Rev.

E. P. Roe),

* Frow Jest to Earnest,” illustrated (Rev,
E. P. Roe), ~

** Robinson Crusoe,” illustrated,

" “The Swiss Family Robinson,” ilustrated,

A Reference Bible,

or

** Glimpses of South America,” illustrated,

TWENTY NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS, or
forty renewals, entitle the sender to

A Revised Bible,

¢ Palgrin’s Progress” and ““The Holy War”

coinbined, 680 pages, fully ilustrated,
+ **The Saint and his Saviour” (Spurgeon),
¢ Longfellow’s’ Poems,” illustrated, * red-line
edition,”
N or .

* The Coral Island,” illustrated (Ballantyne). -
For FORTY NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS, or
eighty renewals, we offer the choice of

* The World at Home,” beantitully illustrated,

“The Land and the Book,” illustrated (Thom-

R son),

“ Uncle Remws, his Sayings and Doings,” with
) full page illustrations,

"+ % Little Lord Fauutleroy,” large quarto, beauti-

fully illustrated (K, IL. Burnett),
or

“ The Sunday at Home ” for 1856,

Those who send us FIFTY NEW SUB-
SCRIPTIONS, or ong hundred renewals,
may choose one of the following splendid
hooks—

¢ Canadian Pictures” (Marquis of Lorne).

Alrs, Beeton's  Book ot IHousehold Management,”
profusely illustrated (th 'q'st’cookery book
ever published); -+ ¥

or: I'fjv:‘ :

Shakespeare's, Burns',“}'; mang',’ Moore's or
Scott's complete work® bound in alligator,
and each containing nearly o thousand
pages.

3

As will be seen, two renewals count as one
new subscription.  Mark BACH LIST sent
in with the words “ For Premium.” No
person will be entitled to a prize for less than
five new subscriptions or ten renewals, butall
names need not necessarily be sent in at one
time. State, when you have sent in all the
subscriptions you cun obtain, which book you
would prefer. Commence your canvass ot
once and in carnest !

EPPS’S

SRATEFUL~-COMFORTING.

COCOA

BIG OFFER. w’!.}? icl:xt:":‘d"ce tl\b:x{.asg
v A { 5 AWAY
Sclf-Operating Washing Machines, If you want
one getd u8 your name, 1.0, aud express office nt
once. THE NATIONAL CO,, 23 ey sk, N.Y,

END 30 cents for our $1.00 Sample Package ; or 25
S 12 rich imported Xmns and Ncnw Yel:ﬁ- g}ﬁds?rszi:grsgf
some Silk Fringed, 35¢, worth from 10¢ to 25¢ ench. Stock
limited.  Order ab once.
EUREKA CARD CO., Bolton, Quo.

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and pub.
lished overy fortnight at Nos. 321 and 323 St. James
strect, Montreal, by JoHN DovaALL & SoN, com.

{){osod of John Dougall, and J, D, Dougall, of Now
v of Montreal,

ork, and John Redpath Dougali,




