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- NORTHERN MESSENGER.

aimed at being more than a preacher, - I
was urged, however, to persevere in acquir-
ing the language, and to ‘undertake the
translation of the Scriptures ; but I thought
it altogether beyond my. powers.” I wrote
to the directors that I. could not do it, and
begged them to send some one out who
could. I felt that I had notsatlongenough
at the feet of any Gamaliel to qualify me.
I then heard that my brother-in-law had
been ordained to the ministry, and was to
join me, and as he had received a liberal
education, I prepared materials for him to
hegin with imwmediately after his arvival,

but his’ destination was altered ; he was]

sent to the East Indies.. I wrote again to
the directors, telling them that if they did
not send some one to translate the Secrip-
tures I should return lome, By-and-ly
Mr. Robson came out, as I thought, for the
work, but he remained in the colony. After
this I also visited the colony, and met
brother Elliott, now gone to heaven, He, [
hoped, might be aliowed us, but that was
inconvenient. At last I brought myself to
the resolution that if no one élse would I
would undertake it myself. I entered
acartily upon the work. For many years
I had no leisure, every spare moment being
devoted to translating, and I became a
stranger even in my own family, There
was labor every day for back, for{ands, for
head, This was especially the case during
the time Mr. Edwards was there ; our con-
dition was almost one of slavery. Still the
work ‘advanced, and at length I had the
satisfaction of completing the New Testa-
ment. Of this six thousand copics were
printed by the home society. The whole
were soon distributed and found insuflicient.
When Dr. Livingstone came he urged me to
begin at once with the Old Testament,
That was a most stupendous work, Before
taking it in hand I passed many sleepless
nights. Since, however, it was the wish of
all'that I should undertake it, I did so, and
went on from time to time as I had leisure,
daily and nightly. I stuck to it as farasto
the end of Kings, when I became complete-
ly done up. The directors were themselves
afraid that I was killing myself. I wasad-
vised to go home, Lo leave the work, but I
decided otherwise. I determined, on the
contrary, to look uF Moselekatse, and went
off in company with a son of brother Ed-
wards, By the time I had found the chief
I was all right again, Coming hack, I re-
sumed my work, and have continued it to
completion ; and now I can look forward to
the Word of God being read by thousaunds
of Bechunanas in their own mother tongue.”

Concerning the results he was permitted
to see accomplished during his long life—
and others can attribute no small part of
those results under God to his labors—he
speaks thus:

When first I went to the Kuruman,
scarcely an individual could go beyond.
Now they travel in safety as f{ar as the
Zambesi, Then we were strangers, and
they could not understand us. We were
treated with indignity, as the outcasts of
society, who, driven from our own race,
took refuge with them.  Bui bearingin re-
membrance what our Saviour underwent,
we {)erseverud, and much suceess has re-
warded our efforts, Now it is safe to tra-
verse any pavt of the country, and traders
travel far beyond Kuruman without fear
of molestation. Formerly men of one
native tribe could not travel through an-
other’s territory, and wars were frequent.
Where one slation was scarcely tolerated
there are several. The Moravians have
their mitsionaries, the Berlin Society theirs,
Others, too, are oceupied in the good work,
besides many native gospel teachers, For
many years we saw not the conversion of a
single individual ; for years again wo had
only one; but by the blessing of God on
great exertion almost wherever we go we
now meet with companies of natives who
profess to be members of the church of
Clrist. 'Not very long since it was con-
sidered dangerous to travelinto the jnterior,
in fact half a dozen miles from the station.
Now, I am happy to say,. the natives can
be depended upon, and 1f is quite common
for traders to travel through their midst
without the least fear of plunder ¢r inter.
ruption. In former times traders were
often basely murdered, or_at best, not per-
mitted to retarn. Now all fears have been
dispelled. Once the natives would notbuy
anything, not even a_pocket-handkerchief,
They might now and then be induced to
buy a few-trinkets or some beads, but
nothing of a substantial or useful character.

It ié'iljot“‘éd':xjid\y'.ﬂ_;_iﬂ' o less than sixty thou-
sand, pounds’ wortli of British manufactures

pass yearly into the hands’of the native
tribes round about Kuruman, During my

early mission life I often heard of men of
one tribe going to trade with another and
being murdered. I was at a native place
when athing of that sort once occurred. A
party of men had come two hundred miles
to dispose of some articles, The resident
natives,4aking a dislike to them, set upon
and_killed two of the number, I asked
them why they had done this, and tried to
show them that it was wrong. They seem-
ed to know that, and from that time I have
never heard of anything of the sort. They
are now always ready to meet any traders
or other persons, Companies of natives
can De passed through without fear, and
they show special respect to the missionar-
ies, Many natives at the Kuruman are
well able to dircuss and argue upon the
doctrines of Christ. I do not mean that
they can enter into any lengthy or out-of-
the-way points, but this I willsay, that they
can argue with sense upon any general
question.. They may not-always stick to a
text, but they will rarely go out-side of the
Bible. And these are a people who forty
years ago were nothing better than savages,
but who, by the blessing of God upon the
labors of those who have devoted their lives
to their work, have been brought to he in-
telligent disciples of the gospeT of Christ.

At the age of seventy-five, having with
his devoted wife, performed upward of half
a century ofmissionary laboryDr. Moffatre-
turned {o hisnativeland, wherehehasspent
ihe remnant of his days, rendering at home
important services to the cause-of which he
had given the strength of his life. ' His
friends presented him in 1873-with a sum
of money s0 invested as to give him a com-
fortable support. He has becn honored in
his ripe 0ld age by Christians of every name
in Great Britain, and his presence, even
when he was unable to utter a word, has
been an inspiration in many & meeting held
to advance the missionary cause.

What noble and forever abiding resultsa
conscerated life can accomplish {— Illustra-
ted Cliristian Weckly.
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"~ THE OPIUM HABIT. Jﬁ

Opium demands emphatic recognition.
It is made, as you know, from the white
poppy. - It is nobt a new discovery. We
read of it three hundred years before Christ
but it was not until the seventeenth century
that it began its death march, passing out
from the medicinal and the curative, and
by smoking and mastication becoming the
scourge of nations. In the year 1861 there
were imported info this country 107,000
pounds of opium, but last year 533,000
pounds of opium. It is estimated than in
the year 1876 there were in this country
235,000 opinm-consumers ; but I saw sth-
tistics yesterday that said there are probably
now in the United Statesat Ieast 500,000
opium-consumers, The fact is appalling.
*Do not think that they are mrdly bar-
baric Asiaties who go down inler that
stroke. Readthe greatDeQuincey’s “ Con-
fessions of an Opium Eater.”” He says for
the first ten years it gave him the keys of
paradise ; but it takes his own powerful
pen to describe the horrors consequent.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, after conquering
the world with his pen, was conquered by
opium. The most magnetic and brilliant
lawyer of this century fell a vietim to its
stroke, and there are thousands .of men
and women—but more women than men
—who are being bound, body, mind, and
soul, to this terrific habit.

There is a great mystery about some
families. You do not know why they do
not get on. The opium habit is so stealthy,
so deccitful, and so deathful.  Youcan cure
o hundred drunkards easier than you can
cure an opium-eater, I have heard
of cases of reformation, but I never saw
any. I hope there are casey of'gen-
uine reformation. I ‘have seen men
who for forty years have been the victims
of strong drink thoroughly reformed ; but
the opium-eaters that I have seen go onand

o down. Their cry in the lasthour of life
is not of God, nor for prayer, nor for the
Bible, but for opium. ~Perhaps there are
only two persons outside the household who
know what is the matter—the physicianand
the pastor; the physician called in for
physical relief, the pastor called in for spir-
itualrelief: but they both fail.

Ob, man ! oh, womzn Iare you tampering
with 1his habit? have you-just-begun ? are

you, for the assuagement of -physical dis-
tresses or mental trouble,"making this a-

regular resource ? Ibeg you:to stop.” The
cestasies ab the start- will not’ pay-for the
horrorsat the last, - The paradise is followed

too soon by the pandemonium. - Morphia

3 a blessing froin 'God for thie velief of sud-
den pang or acute dementia, but was never.
intended for prolonged use. And what is
the peculiar saduness of it is, it.comes to
peop‘ein_their weak moments, De Quincey
says, “Itook it for rheumatism.”. Cole-
ridge says, %I 160k it for insomnia or sleep-
lessness.” What do you take it for? For
God’s sake, do not take it too long.

What is remarkable, they are going down
from the highest and the wealthiest classes,
and from the most fashionable ecircles of
New York and Brooklyn=-going down by
hundreds and by thousands. Over. 20,000
opium-caters in Chicago.. Over :20,000
opium-eatersin 8t Louis, "In the same pro-
portion, that would make over 70,000 in
New York and Brooklyn, The clerk of
the drug store, says, I can tell them when
they come in. T%lere is something peculiar
about their complexion, something peculiar
about their nervousness, something peculiar
about the look of their eyes that immedia-
tely reveals then.” In - some families
chloral is taking the place of opium. Phy-
siclans first prescribe it for sleeplessness,
Then the patient keeps on because he likes
theeffect.  Whole tons of chloralare manu-
factured in Germany. Baron Liebig says
that he knows one chemistin Germany who
manufactures a half-ton of chloral every
week, There are multitudes being taken
down by this habit, Look out for hydrate
of chloral. But I am under this head
writing chiefly of opium. - It seems to me
there ounght to he ten thousand pulpits
turned into quaking, flaning, thundering
Sinais of warning against. this plague nar-
cotic. The devil of morphiain thiscountr
will be mightier than the devil of alcohol.
But nepentha and hasheesh and opium and
chloral shall not have all the field to.them.
selves.—Sunday Magazine,* - - -

LITTLE JOHNNIE’S WORK.

Johnnie is a great sufferer and has to use
a crutch, A few days after Mf "T.'E.
Murphy came to Belfast, last April, Johnnie
went into a shopin High Street and signed
the pledge and put on the bit of Dlue, As
soon as he had (llonned the blue he asked
for five pledge papers to take home with
him to get filled up.
hour’s absence he took them' back signed,
and requested twelve more. During the
afternoon of the same day the little brother
and sister of Johnnie went to the shop, he
was too tired to go himself, and excitedly
said—*Johnnie %ms ot a ‘woman who

drinks to sign oue. of these papers. Please

willyou send him some more as these are
all used. Every day for nearly five weeks

he cither weut bimself or sent his little.

brother and sister to get cards filled and:the
“Dbit of blue,”? until he got two hundredand
thirty-one pledges, As soon as it -was
known in the district where he lives that
Johnnie had pledge papers, a great many
people went to his house to sign the pledge.
The work he did soon told upon him. "He
was 50 prostrated by it that he bad to keep
in bed for & week. - Some of the cases he
visited are very interesting. - Hewent into
a house and asked a man to sign the pledge
and take the bit of blue. The man was
not willing to do so and offered-him a chain
ifhe would go away. Johunie would not
take the'chain. What he wanted was to
get the man to become a teelotaler. After
persevering for some little time, the man
consented to enrol his name, and up to the
present hag remained faithful to his pro-
mise. Johnute went to a house near his
own, and asked a man, if he would please
join the Blue Ribhon Mission, urging as a
reason that he would be far Bappier if he
did so. The man was not at all inclined
to give up hislittle drop for any one. Not
at all discouraged at this, Juhnnie talked
and reasoned with him, until he said that
he would, and at once commenced to write
his name, but to Johnnie’s dismay the pen
broke in two (we must suppose it wasan ac-
cident.) The man for the moment seemed
quité relieved, doubtless thinking that he
was delivered from the boy’s'talk for alittle
while at any rate. But not se: Johunie
went home as fast as he could, and got his
own pen, and lest the man should break

After about ‘an

that also; he'put anather one into his poc-
‘Ket; saying to:himself,“ I fancy Ishall get
“him to sign'this time.” Johnnieknew how
to:obviate a difficulty. He got the man’s
name, Who, thank God, has been faithful to
his colors from that time until now. A
man gave his little boy some money and
sent him to. buy a bottle of porter. On his
way to the public-house the child remem-
bered-that lic had a few days before taken
the pledgé from Johnnie, and that he ought
not to huy the porter. He stood amoment
on the street thinking about the matter,
when off he went to a sweetie shop and
bought a bottle of lemonade, which he
brought home and gave it and the change
to his father, saying, “this will do you far
more good than the Lecr, and besides I can
not buy beer now father, because I took
the pledge last week with Johnnie. The
lad put it in such a nice way that instead of
his father being angry he sent for two
pledge papers which he and his wife signed,
and are {ruly thankful for Johunie’s in-
fluence over their little boy. In this way
has dear Johnnie been working with great
suceess, Diuringhis visits among thepeople
if he came across anyone who did not at-
tend church or Sunday-school, he earnestly
entreated them to do so. The great secret
of Johnnie’s success is prayer. Heisa de-
voted lad. Both lLis parents sympathize
beartily in the work in which their invalid
boy takessuch delight. Heprays frequent-
ly that God may enable the pledge-takers
to keep their vow, and that God.would give
them grace and strength to resisb every
temptation {o take streng drink.—Irish
League Journal,
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FAITHFUL TOM.

The Rev, Charles Garrett the president of
the Wesleyan Conference says: “I once
went into a house—the house of one of my
foremost friends—and there was a bright
eyed boy to whom my heart was especially
drawn. I said to him, *Tom, I wish you
would be a teetotaler.” IHis father spoke
up at once, and said, “DMr. Garrett, the
only thing Y don’t like about you is your
teetotalism.” I replied, “I belicve you,sir,
are incorrigible, but Tom i3 not. Let me
have him ! The father repiied, “Well I
will do anything you want.” ¢ Then,” 1

making him a tectotaler.
tectotaler 7 The boy looked to his father

for approval, who said, * You may, Tom,
if you like ; but mind, Mr. Garrett heshall
be theonly-onein the family.” “But here

is William ;let me have him too.” “Qh!

no,” was the reply ; “it is all very well for

children, but William is in brsiness, and ha

must be a man,” They went their way.

Tom:was firm and faithful. I knelt with

Willic when he found mercy. I wenthome

with him from the sanctuary when his eyes

Jverered with weeping, His father poured

out a glass of wine, and the Jad tvok itinto

his hand, and said, “Mr. Garrett, this is a

good creature of God. My father always
told me so. - I wish you would have a glass,

You are killing yourself with work: but
if I can’t do anything else, I will drink lo

your health,” What wasthe result? The
last time I met that father he wasin Lon-

don, and then I heard that that beautiful
home where that event had taken place, had
been broken up bfr the drunkenness of that
very William. Thatlad had been in prison,

and he was now transported, and Tom, the

little bonny boy who was allowed tobea
teetotnler, was keeping the family. Let
fathers, then, set an example their children

might safely follow. Fathers often declare
that they would die for their children,

There is no need to die—let them live for
their children.

—————ee

"Nor Oxiyis temperance hygiene to form
part of the studies in all the Vermont
schools, but all the teachers of the State are
to passan examination by November 1, 1883,
in physiology and hygicne, wi.b specia’ e .
fereuce to the effects of alcoholic stunulanis
upon the human system. ! :

WE Saw a specimen of modern pol'le-
ness, the other day., Two gentlemep were
going up in an elevator. A lady came
aboard, and both men took . off their hats,
but continued to puff the' smoke of their
cigars in ber face. )

A T1TTE GIRL in the city of Washington,
thirteen years ¢ld, isso ensiaved by her ap-

petite for beer that they .cannot trust her
out on the street alone.

replied, “just let me have the.chance of |}
Will you be a'(["
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