The Catimlic.

Quod semper; quod ubique; quod ab cmnibus.

ORIGINAL.

= AGAINST MATERIALISM.

cogitaveruns, e erraverunt ; excecavil enim illas ma-

itiagorum. Bl nescierunt sacraments Dei ; neque mer-

Vcedem spiraverunt justifie 5 nec ﬁudicavmnl orem

imarun sanclorut . guonian Deus ereavit homsem

| inexterminabilem ; ¢t ad imaginem sinilitudinis suefecit
{ ilum—~8ap Cap. 2.v. 2L &e.

¢ These '.hm% they thought,and were deccived ; for their
owa malice blinded them. And they knew not the Se-
ceets of God ; norh for the wages of justice ; nor es-
teemed the honour of holy Jouls. For God created man
incorruptible. and to the'inage of bis ownlikeness he

made him,” & —Wisdom, Ch. 2 v. 21.

'I'ners are no notions so very absurd and extra-
vagant, that man, when left to hisown conjectures
»n his origin and last ead, has not enterinined of|
bimself. T need not mention the dreams of = Py-
thagoras, and of other Pagan philosophers, wuum
aur modern freethinkers, so barren in conceits of]
their own, seem pmud in following. Even the
Metempsicosis, or transmigration of souls, not only
of one human being to another ; Tut of men to
brutes, birds, inscets,, apd fshes ; has found in all
ages down to the present times, persons capable
~f adepting it for their creed, iu spite ofall,us re-
volting absurdity. Indeed, what is it that man has
not fancied and believed of himself] (xcept what he
rcally should have fancied and belicved ?

"There are however two points. which the an-
<ient Pagansbroached ; and which our modern in-
{idels seem more fond of inculkating than any thing
ibeside- < the elernity of matter ; and the malerial-
“smaf the soul. Though these are too absurd to
require serious refutation ; yet, as they are so often
wrged upon us by our modish theorists, who would
have their admnirers more remarkabl for their cre-
dutitv than they themselves arc for thir incredu-
fity 5 it may not be amiss to say n few wor:]s on
these heads.

"Th- Pagans from merc ignorance ventured these
conje tures; having lust anid the plua.:lity of their
Gods the proper notion of the Deity ; with nothing
to giide them in their r¢ sarches after truth, amid
the murky mazes of long established superstition,
but the distorted rays and faint glimmerings ofJ
their clouded reacon 3 they saw this mighty uni-
verse, in the midst of which they found themselves
placed 5 and could distinguish among all the Gods
they worshipped none so great as in their concep-~
ion was able to cope with such immense materi-
als : to mould the boundless whole in‘o its vresent
perfect forn 5 much less to give birth to -it, aad
call it up from nothing. 1t was therefor. quiteim-
possible for such not 1w imagine iteternal. Who,
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of all their Gods could originate and realize the
stupendous design? It was therefore natural for
them to suppose it self-existing ; prior even, and,
though passive, in some sense superior totheir ima-
ginary Deitics. A Spinuse’s boasted system of]
Materialism, and all the extravagant notions of his
follower ', are but grounded on the ignorant sur-
mises of the benighted Pagans, groping their way,
and reasoning at a venture emid the thick incum-
bent and sertled gloom ef Idolatry.

What _more exalted qo:ions could these enter-
tain of the soul? Or what could they suppose it
to be more caccllent, than a refined portion of the
eternal mass > A fenuio 3u7a, or a light and sub-
te vapour > A scintillulaquedam ignis etherii ;
a small spark of ethereal fire, uniting itself after
death to the original wholej and losing itself as a
diminutive stream, in the vhiversalabyss? Andis
not this the very idea whichour modern Infidels
have taken up ; and, decking it lurth, according to
their own fancy, they offer it to the puuiic as a pre-
cious and important discovery of their own.

The truth is, these silly reasoners, who must
think those cven sillier than themsulves, who are
capable of crediting their sigange assertiuns ; ad-
vance their ridiculous absurdities, nut frap ignor-
ance, for the undeniable, though confuunding truths
of revelation have flasbed full upun them : but
from a wish still, if they_ only could, i persuade
themselves and others, (for who cuuld Jike to stand
alone in hisopinion on subjects of such momentous
import) that there is no God to punish after death
the crimes, of which they fud themselves guiy.
Dixit nsipiens {n corde suo, non est Deus, The
tool said in his heart, that 5, 1 lus wislingy nut
reasoning faculty, non est Deus, there 8 no Gud :
or that the soul is such aftcr iis separation from the
body, as to precludo the possibility of its being sul-
jected to pain. Itis a fawl truthconfirmed by ex-
perience, that what we carnustly wish we are casi-
Iy led to believe; and the more we bring 10 be of
the samie way of thinking with ourselves, the more
we are encouraged and confirmed in our error.
Rut whatever may have been the internal convic-
tion of those, who could broach such enormitics,
that of many of their followers may be a thorough
conviction. We shall therefore add a few obser-
vations on these two heads, avitls the view of hclp-
ing 1o undeceive ther.

|

Every thing that is, if not eternal, must have had
a cauee capable of producing it.  But itis cvident-
ly absurd to suppose that matter, or any thing,
could have produccd itseif ; for, to produce uself,

“n their idens, woull give it 2 heginning ?  Which

1it must exist before it exists 3 which, I aced not ob-
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servc, is the height of absurdity. Besides, matter
being by its noture passive and inert, could never
of itself, and without the operation of some exter-
nal agent, have been brought to sssume any re-
gular, fixed, and determined motion, color.or form.
But is it ther, eternal? Aad shall wegive tot anat-
tribute, which can belong osly to that supreme in-
telligence, whichi moulds and directs it at pleasure :
to which it is subject in allits parts ; and conse-
quently in its great universal whale; but with
which it is repugnant to suppose itendowed in any
of its portions, or in its vast totality. Does not
rcason then, and natyre compel us toascribe this
atiribute to a distinct and more excellent principle,
which s seen and £t by ccmmon sense to exist a-
part and uncombined, savesm its operations ; nay
uncombinable in any degree wath matter in all as
possible forms. I perceive this mtelligencein every
wodification of matter ; and can plainly cead us
design. 'Whosees it not displayed in every object
of nature, where every thung is regulated with or-
der, weight and measure; and best adapted for its
own particular end 2 I can perceive it in the least
.as well asin the greatest objects :in the figure and
i progress of a snail, as well asin the brightness,
.immensily, and velocity, of the celestial orbs. It
\isvisible even in the wing of the smallest insect ,
'where, besidesthe delicate texture & wonderful me-
chanism; we cannothelpadmiring its nice proportion
fothe body itsuspends. 1 sece itcarefully clothng,
t:zccording to the temperature of the climates in
which they arc intended to reside, the various em
‘mals, who cannot make coverings for themselves ,
and eitker arming them with the filtest weapons for
theirdefence; or affording them sufficient swiftoes§c
sagacity to elude their pursuers and secure their
retreat. The same is obscrvable in the- inhabit-
ants of the docp ; and every creature in all this
vast universe is found fitly furnished with every
thing best adapted to its line of life in its own na«
tive clement.

Need I mention the cqual wisdom and design
displayed in the iranimate part of the creation?
The reproduction of the seed and roots in the yeg-
ctative kingdom? The formation of the leayes,
flowers and fruit? The wonderful care and ..M
with which the precious principle of xcp!;oducuon,
tho secd, is folded up, cachiu its own distinct e3-
velope, and securely fenced against the destructive
influenee of the wintery cold, till tho genial scascry
‘relum'! It were an endless, but a needless task,
"to enumerate every thing, in which the skill af

1\viscs design of the Supreme intelligence evidertly
!appcars‘. And s o)l this the stbemce and effect of



