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THE CATHOLIC.

to learn our doctrines from those who know them
Liest, accounts in some measure for tle extreme
guorance, the childish prejudices, the silly con-
tempt, and groundless animosity, which many
taunch Protestants betray withregard to our re-
ligion. This book you may read without any ap-
prehension of mischief It will reward your labor,
Sir, though I thought it superfluous 1o prove grave-
!y, points which appear to me so plain and unde-
bateable, I am ready 10 comply with your wishes.
Let mc only in the first place assure you, that the
three propositions to which you object, are as casi-
{v demonstrated asany proposition in Euclid : and
that there is no need of meny words, nor does it re-
quire much gravity of reasoning or solemnity of

countenance, 10 prove tuths so evident. It is;

surprising tosec on what weak foundations the
sfrongest Protestant  prejudices are commonly

tuilt. It is still more surprising, to sec how easily}
vou are duped, where you are the least aware of

illusion or deceit,  Youseem little sensible of the
tricks whichare put on your unsuspecting creduli-
ty. Why, Sir, you no more make the Bible the
sole rule of your faith than I.do.  Your eatechism,
vour prayer-book, sermons, conversation, and ex-
ample, claim at least one lalf.  You are no more
allowed freely to cull your religion from the Bible
thanl am. For unless you happen to collect from
it a prescribed set of opinions, you immediately
come within the resirictive influence of penal laws.
You admit an interpretative authority almost as
tmuch ae wa &% and lct me say it, a buman autho-
vity much more. Thercis, however, this diffcrence
tetween us.  We openly avow it @ you deceitiul-
v disclaim it in words, while you artfully admit it
inreality. Butof thescassertions I will vary my
mode of proof. Instead of gravely producing any
arguments of onr own, I will give you the words
of well informed writers of your own communion;
who have honestly and ingenuously admitted what
¥ assert.  Sir Richard Steele, in his Letter to Pope
Clement XL fairly, though humorously, tells the
glain truth to his Holiness.  His words are these:
¢ There is no other difference between us but
Uis one, viz, that you (Catholics) cannot err in
nny thing yot delermine, and we never do: that is,
sa other words, that you are infuallible, and we are
always in the right. We cannot but estcem the
advantage to be exccedingly on our side in this
case; because we have all the benefits of infallibi-
*ify, without the absurdity of pretending to it; aud
without the uneasy task of maintaining @ point so
shocking to the understanding of mankind. And
you must pardon us, if we cannot help thinking it
6o e as great and as glorious a privilege in us, to
be always in‘the right, without the pretence to in-
€allibility, s it can be to you, to be always in the
@rong with it,
¢ Thus the Synod of Dort, in Holland, for whose
cnerring decisions public thanks to Almighty God
arcevery three years offered up, with the greatest
solemnity, by the magistrates in that country; the
Councils of the Reformed in Frauce; the Assem-

bly ofthe Kirk of Scotland; and, if I may presume:
to name it, the Convocation of England, have been:

all found to have the very same unquestionable au-
therity, which your Church claims solely upon the
infallibility which resides init, and the people {o be
under the very same strict obligation of obedicnce
to their determinations, which with you isthe con-
sequence only of an absolute infallibility. The
reason therefore, why we do not openly sct up an
infallibility is, that we can do without it. ~Autho-
rity resultsas well from power as from right: and
a majority of votesis as strong a foundation for itas
infallibility itself.”

With us, < Councils that may crr, never do:and,
besides being compused of men, whose peculiar
business it is to bein theright, it is very immodest
for any private person to think them netso: be-
cause this is toset up a private corrupted under-
standing above a public uncorrupted judgment.
Thus it is in the North, as well as the South; abroad
as well as at home. All maintain the exercise
of the same anthority in themselves, which yet
they know ot how so much as to speak of without
ridicule in others.

“In England, it stands thus. The Synod of
Dortisof no weight. It determines many things
wrong. The Assembly of Scotland hath nothing
of atrue authority, and is very much out in its
schemes of doctrines, worship, and government.
But the Chirch of England is vested with all au-
thority, and justly challengeth all obedience,

< If one crosses the riverin the North, there it
stands thus The Chureh of England is not enough
reformed. Its doctrine, worship, and government,
have too much of Antichristian Rome in them. But
the Kirk of Scotland hath a divine right from its
only head Jesus Christ, to meet and to enact what
to them shall seem fit, for the good of his Church.—
Calvin ind the Gospel go hand in hand, as if there
was nota hair’s breadth between them. In Scot-
land, let a man depart an inch from the Confession
of Fait1and ruleof worship established by the As-
sembly, and he will quickly find, that as ¢old a
country as it is, it will be teo hot for him.

“ We have found out a way unknown to your
‘Holiness and vour predecessors, of claiming alt the
'rights that belong to infaliibility, even while we
'disclaim and sbjure the thing itsellt We have
la right to separate from you: but no persons  liv-
{ing Lave a right to differ orseparate fromvus. We
i make no serupic to resemble you in our defences)
lof ourselves, whenever we think proper,

 And as I observed before, that there was no
need for your pretending to infallibility : that it is
better taken inthe world,and as casy 1o establish
the same authority without it; so here it will be|
obvious to those of your Church to observe, that
,there was no guanuet of necessity upon them to
discard the Scriptures, asa rule of Faith open to
all Christians. and to set up the Church in distine-
tion to them ; beeause they may see plainly now,
that the same feats are to be performed, and with
more deceney, though not with mere consistency,
of which few are judges, without carrying things
to such extremity, For at the same time that we
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are warmly contending against your disputants,
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for the right of the people to search and consider!

the Gospel themselves. it is but taking care it
some other of our controversies to fix it upon then:.
that they may not abuse this right; that they must
not pretend to be wiser than theirsuperiors; that
they must take care to understand particular texts
as the Church understands them, and as their
guides, who have an interpretative authority, un-
derstand then.

“'Thiswe find to Le as efftctual with many a:
taking the Seriptures out of theirhands. And be-
cause it is done in this gentleman-like manner, and
gives them an opportunity of shewing their humi-
iity it passeth very smoothly off; without their
considering the absurdity it leads to, that as our
doctors ditler, and councils too, this method layeth
a necessity upon two different men, nay upon the
same man in different circumstances, to understand
the same tex? iu two different, and often in two
contlrary Senscs.

“ And here agam, with submission to your Ho-

iliness, I think we greatly surpass’you in four cen-

duct. For we have the same definitive authority
which you have, without the reproach of depre~
ciating the word of God: the people all the while
being fully satisfied that we allow the Scripture to
be thier rule. Andwe do éndeedin words preserve
all authority to the Scripture; but with great dex-
terity we substitute, in fact, our own explanations,
and doctrines drawn from those explanations, in-
stead of it. And then one great privilege we en-
joy above you: that every particular pastor 3~
mongst us i€vested with the plenary authority of

an Ambassador from God ; very much different
from the moaxims of yeur Church.—But the noisV
make most noise every where, and few can contra-
dict them.”

8. 'There is as much truth as wit in these ob~
servations of the ¢ Speetutor,” (Sir Richard Steele-
I do not mean to insinuate, that they prove you t»
be mere Bible~puppets, who mwove only as the wire®
are dirceted by the hands of the performer, But
I do nothesitate to affirm, that they distinctly provt’
three things @ first, that the Bible is not your onlY
rule of faith, even when you areunconscious of be
ing nnder the- direction of any other; secondlys
that in discarding the venerable guidance of th®
€athalies, or, as your Presbyterian friend terms ift
the idolatrous and Anticliristian Chureh, you have
only cxchangeda stable and sccure authority, §oF
one less stable and secure : and thirdly, that whil®
vou deride and condemn the Papist rule, you cat”’
not do well without it yourselves, but with o
inconsistency that excites our ridieule or pity, yo*
prefer the modern and usurped anthority ofa ﬂ:‘f
heterodox teachers, in one small island, to the dr
vine authority ofthe Universal Church. Rega™
less of your canting declamation and hypoeriti®®
clamour about Protestant liberty and Popish sla"f’t
ry, about the Bible on the one hand, and Antichﬂs“
on the other, a very little penetration] discovers "
us the real point of difference between us. It JU°
amounts to this. Your teacherssay: Hear %
foliow us. OQurs say, HEAR TR CnorcH- °
| the common affairs of life, when you want dire?




