
(606 j

THE WITNESS TO IMMIORTALITY*

WHOE.vER attempts to deal ad-
'equately wvith'ý the subjeot of im-
mortality must, so to speak, drain
the entire upland of human thouglit ;
for faith in, or the hiope of, another
life lias been a part of every phil-
osophy worthy the namie, of all
great pQetry, and of the very tissue
of the habituai, although often un-
expressed, life of civilized men.
The belief in the reality of anothler
world, and thaa; men stand iii vitul
and indissoluble relations withi it,
lias overhiung the entire intellectual
history of humanity as the heavens
overhang, the earth. This faith lias
been held not, only as a dogma, but
as a pliilosophical, conclusion, a
poetie percepticil, and a motive of
immense and immediate influence on
the character and daily life of vast
multitudes of inen. No other idea,
save that of the existence anti
nature of Deity, lias been so ividely
lield, so deeply interwoven iii the
history of the world, and so con-
stantly, directly or by suggestion,
represented and iinterpreted in art.

Tho arguments for iniortality
are set in impressive and telling
ord er, and the demonstration grathiers
volume and force as it moves on to,
its end ; but in the mind of the
writer and in the heart of his
discussion, imimortality is îiot an
open question; it is the divinest of
ai realities next after the being of
God. It is not immortality proven
or demionstrated whick Dr. Gordon
discusses, but immortality witneed
by the thiouglit, the heart, and the
history of men.

A purely philosophie discussion of
the question of inimortality would
add littie to the knowledge of the
subjeet or to, its force of motivity,
for the reason that immortality, like
ail the great primary truths by
which men live, is in no sense the
creation or the product. of merely
intellectual. activity. k lias far
greater depth of root thian tliose
ideas wiîich. have been consciously

worked out along philosophie lines,
and it lias far greater auithority. It
is a necessity of mnan's life ; an
inevitable inference of hisintellectual
and moral being; and it comes to
liglit as soon as ho begins to live in
free and intelligent relations with
the universe. Phul csophy lias
cleared up the idea and given it
logical statemcmt, and poetry lias
grasped it as one of the great
realities upon which the imagination
instinctively fastens itself ; but the
idea is part of the constitution of
man, and lias its roots -in a soil
deeper and riclier than that of the
intellect. Whoever would adequate-
ly trace its development and deter-
mine its validity must look for its
enigin neither in thc intellect nor in
the imagination, but in the essential
niatuire of man ; for it is neither a
speculation nor an aspiration ; it is
a reality ; a thing to be, discov-ered,
niot created, by the intellect; to be
realized, not fashioned, by the
imagination.

One of thle most impressive and
able chapters in this volume is that
whidhi deals Nvith the Bebrew pro-
phets and points out the inevitable
sequence of immortality from thieir
sublime conception of the rule of
riglîteousness. M1ore than this, the
prophetic element in all lili and
nobie moral living is 'broughit out
-%vith great frce and beauty, and
beconies a fresli and conclusive
demongtration. What more con-
-,'incing argument can bc advanced
than the fact that ivlicmi the moral
consciousiless becomies sensitive and
complete, and the moral nature in-
v'îgorated and douminant, the iiiid is
driven on to the idea of iiiumortality
by a vital logical process which, it
cannot resist?7

The authority of Paul, as the
master of ail those -ývlo have deait
witm this great thenie, is shoivn te
rest on the securest, foundations cf
personal faith, philosophie power
and definiteness, and beauty cf
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