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Pen Years of Upper Canada iu Peace
ILIMDWe 1o, 1805 to 1815 ; bciîgUi
Ridout Letters, with inotes by
MATILDA EDGAR. 8VO, Jpp. 389.
William Briggs. $2.00.

Aiiiong the very best niaterial for
lîistory are the conteniporary letters
of intelligent observera. Sucli ia the
character of te boo0k )efore us,
wvhicli thus furnishes an admnirable
contribution to Canadian history.
The earlier letters describe the
school-boy adventures of a couple of
intelligent Canadian youths. The
later cnes, of 1811 to 1812, give a
graphie picture of Lonîdon life in
"the days of the Regency, wvlîen

Napoleon ruled Europe, and Wel-
lington wvas earning lus first laurels ;
wheln Mrs. Siddons stili rulÉd in
Drury Lane, and Scott and Byron
walked titrougli London's streets."
The condition of the country through
the stress of foreigrn ivar and menaced
trouble in Canada, mnade it a very
anixious periud, whose spirit is re-
flected in these letters.

Inîmediately tlîereafter the scene
changes, and the letters describe with
ail the vividness cf first-hiand experi-
ence many of the tragie scenes of the
frontier wvar of 1812 to 1815. Tiiere
are numercus vivid side-lights flasbed
upon the scetie, iwhich give the
narrative a wondrous verisinilitude,
for wlîich we seekl in vain in the for-
mal histories of the war. Letters
froi Mr. Ridout, senior, disclose
very fully the state of society, the
growtlî of opinion and prcgress of
events in Little York.

The closely printed appendix gives
a first-hand accounit of the captivity
of Mr. Ridout, afterwvards Surveyor-
0eneral cf Upper Canada, amnong the
Shawanlese Indians, witlî fac simile
cf a letter from George Washington,
te whicli lie owed his preservation.
The book is handsomely prir.ted, lias
two portraits and two folding, maps;-
One cf the best features of this book
is the accompanying, connecting

links aîîd annotations froni the peu
Of its accoiplislied cdîtor, Mrs.
Edganr.

.ill4ole-iri Ideas of .Evolttiou (es Relaleil
to ReVe1dvu? and science. 13Y sir
WVILT,IArDAwso-N, C. M. G., LL. D.,
etc. l2mio, pp). 240. London:
1Religious Tract Socieby; aif
Methodist Bock Rooiiu, Toronto,
Miontreal anid Hlalifax.

iis a remiîîakable fact titat the
little towNv of Picton, N.S., sltould
be the birth-place cf te two utiost
distinguishied Canadian lteatur~
both uf wItonî are college presidents,
Dr. Grant, the Presîdent of Queenîs
University, and Sir Williamn Dawsoii,
President cf Magill University. No
Canadian writer is better known thait
Sir William Dawson. Hua deserved
reputation in this respect gives te
lis utterances on a subject lyiîîg
upon the disputed border-line be-
tween science and revelation a pcal
value. Hie is one oif tituse scinits
wvho is also a devout believer in reve-
lation and a competent student Àf
the Scriptures in their original
tongues. Hie boldly challenges the
fascinating and often delusiv e, theory
cf evolution, as accounting for al
the di!,erentiationis in species. XVitli
at leas> ail equal authority with titt
cf Mr'. Huxleyi lie states thiat
the theory cf the latter as te thie
developmient of the Anierican fossil
horse is purely arbitrary. Hie draws
a strong distinction between agnostic
and theistic evolution, but the latter-
lie formally avows to be essentially
distinct froin Darwinismi or Neo-
Lamarchianisii. The, bock is de-
serving cf the niost caref ni study by
bcth scientiats and tiieclogians. Thie
Satiiir(ait Review vell rentarks, "If
there is anything calculated tu arrest
the cock-sure young scieiLtist, who is
always the young muan in 'a hutrry,
titis book ill do it. " An evidetîce
of its recogmized value is that it is in
its fiffbh edition.
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