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THE ONTARIO IFEACHER.
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“same time, if a suitable p‘unishmélnt is pro-
petly inflicted, the whole school receives a
deeper impression of the necessity of the
law, the estimation in which it is held by
‘the teacher, and the guilt of disobedience
—and that impression has a tendency to
keep them from doing wrong. The punish-
ment may reform the offendei. It is very
desirable that it should. But if he is per-
fectly incorrigible, he must be expelled from
schocl,—not simply to cut off his wrong-

doing, but as an example and warning to-

others,

-and illustrations,

Let the teacher thoroughly tnderstand

‘the nécessity and reason for inflicting

punishment ; let him also, by familiar talks
make his scholars under.
stand the same things ; then let-him, b‘y’hi&I»
mdnner in inflicting punishment, show that
he does it from a sense of duty, for the
good of the school, not because it gives him
pleasure, — let the teacher do these
things, and he will find school government

‘much easier than he supposes—R. T.

Crois, in National Teacker.
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THE RELATION 6F PSYCHULOGY TO TEACHING.

ORDER OF PRESENTATION OF A SUBJECT.
1 .

There is that in the nature of cvery sub- | of the class. When considered with refer-
ject that determines j1 some degree the | ence toall the facts it embraces, it is indeed
“mannuer-and order-of its presentation. This , more simple, but much more compléx thap
can not be overlooked, whatevér be the | any.one.of them consiaered alone. . To:be-
character of the teacher or-the ‘method de- | gin with thé simple, we must analyze every
termined upon. However, there are cer-|.subject, separating. it into its elemental
“tain general principles embracing all'study- | parts, postponing the genéralization -until,

that may very briefly be stated. '

* The saying, “from the simple to the
‘compiex,” eté., liés atthe foundation. The
“difficulty lies'in the errors that occur in at-

tempting-to realize ‘the idez, which -cause
such indifferen: results as to-bring discredit:
on the teacher-and the plan, of which this is.

the besis.  Fromr the simpleto the complex

is easiy said, but to determine what will:

seem simple-and what complex to the mind
of the child requires a- keen: thoughtfil

observation and careful study, both of the-

matter presented and the manner -of pre-
sentation. To one ‘who has learned to

think and combine many stastements in one-

general expression, simplification has a
widely-different meaning from- that it must
have when used in regard to-the work of a
child.  That this is unknown— or, when
known, disregarded—we have but to. refer,
with a halfsscore of exceptions, to the text.
books prepared for the children’s wuse.

'To illustrate. The matter of an.arithme-
tic lesson is greatly simplified for a teacher
by comprehending it in a single statement,
as,—‘“the value of a fraction varies directly
with the numerator, and inversely with the

‘depominator ;" ‘but it would be aostunwise

to-present this at first to the consideration

the child'hasacquired a sufficient number. of
facts, togcther w. k the ability to gereralize
for-himself. It requires but a.little-thought
to make clear .that this is the .natural
method;. or the method by which. the world
‘has come to its present knowledge -of any
subject. In every discoyery, knowledge
and. .practical use of a large mumber. of
simple facts must long precede the state-

..ent of the science in which:they are..com-

prehended. For science:is but the arrange-
ment. in-a systematic manner of facts long .

‘known. T'obegin, then, with the enuncia-

tion of general principles is:to reverse, the
normal:order ; and the worse feature.of. this
1§ that it cuts:off the child completely from
anything like selfhelp; and makes him ep-
tirely dependent upon -his book and .his.
teacher. Ifithe teacher use the true method
of instruction, he is in a great gmeasure
thrown upon: his own' resources, and avhen -
he uses text-books he must treat them. as.if
they were Chinese, and work from the last
‘page to the first : .
I.am inclined to think that pupils. in the
more.advanced grades suffer most from this |
abnormal arrangement of their work, eyery .
possible device being utilized to make them .
wholly dependent on-others. Their works



