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#d Mawons of Illinois, although
“sapreme and independent,’ should
sgurrender the degrees to the Grand
Tiodge of 0dd Fellows, to be confer-
red in aLiodge appurtenant to a Liodge
of Qdd Fellows but having only Ma-
#ong present, with the officers of the
dd Fellow's Lodge as officers, would
the parties olaiming to be made Ma-
sons in such a Liodge be, anywhere out
of Tlinois, recognized as Masons?”
For many years after the establish-
ament of the Mother Grand Lodge in
1717, no other degrees or orders were
known to Masonry, and it remained
for a schismatic congregation of Ma-
gons to make the first depariure, in
the middle of the eighteenth century,
resulting in organizations that now
<claim control of the degrees of the
Todge, and that practice the rites
thereunto appertaining. 'We do not
object to degrees and orders beyond
the Lodge. We are in pleasant com-
muanion with many; but we do insist
that they shall not assume an ex-
<lasive inheritance of the Liodge, and
$hat Grand Lodge deny assumptions
£hat are not only withont vilidity, bub
suggestive of poeitive degeneration
from the ¢‘origiual plan.” We are
farthermore of the opinion that Grand
Todges should inhabit their constitu-
ency, members of Liodges, from asso-
eiations with any congregation of
Mgsons that recognize, in others, the
authority that Masonic right and rea-
son condemns, It is lamentably true
&hat the claims of the numerous fam-
ilies of Masonic associations now
thrast upon the attention of the Craft,
have attained prominence through
the unthinking leniency of the Lodge,
The growth of the Institaution has
been so enormous, and the literdtare
of the Craft so meager relating to the
inauguration of associations of Magons
that feign the prerogatives - of the
Tsodge, that it has taken it for granted
that their olaims to relations there-
with ars to be respeoted. We have
but one purpose in this discmssion.
We emphatically protest against the
assumption that their is a lawfal

Grand Lodge upon earth that did nof
have its foundation laid by the origin-
al Craft and their constitational suc-
cessors. We therefore contend that
the recognition of “Grand Lodges™
that exist by virtue of assoociations
that are without this inherent right
or authority to establish Lodges, i
not only an error in judgment, but an
equivocal desecration of the funda-
mental law of Masonry. By this we
mean that “Grand Lodges,” recog~
nized ag Masonic by & large number
of legitimate Grand Bodies, are with-
out claims to this distinction and
should not be-tolerated, for the rea-
son, that by accepting them into the
fraternal family carries an acknowledy-
ment that lodyes instituted by Swupreme
Councils (Grand Orients, or other gov~
erning associations), have a like legiti-
mate parentage with every constitutional
Lodge in cxistence. A NOTE OF WARN=
we is sounded, brethren. Beware,
and be in haste to withdraw recog-
nitions that peril the exclusive juris-
dietion of the Lodge over the smy-
botic degrees.

We, with Brother Vaux, will <‘stand
still upon the eternal foundations of
Masonry” in this regard, and will
never ooncede a point that strikes &
blow at every feature of our original
institution.

Tee Quatuor Coronati Lodge ““Cor-
respondence Circle” already numbers

eighty-eight members, many of theme
American Freemasons, including Bros.
Patton, Meyer, McNair, Knight, Mac-
Calla, Brice, Dickey, Sartain, Robins,
and others of Pennsylvania; Saunders,
of Michigan; Riddiford, of Kansas;
Grand Master Smyth, of South Caro-
line; Grand Master Roome, of New
York, and other brethren equally dis-
tinguished. The annual dues of mem-
bers is 10s, 64., and this entitles them
to printed copies of all the publica-
tions of the “Civcle.,” Address appli-
cations for membership to Bro: J. W
Speth, Margate, England, Seoretary
of the Liodge. :



