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T ose a good specimen of azaleaduring the looming period is to
determine at once to possess one.

This accounits for the fact that, flot-
withstanding the reputation this plant
bas of being bard togrow, thousands
aire bouglit every year for the conserva-
tory and the window garden. 'lrue, it
is soemwhat fastidious regarding what
it eats and the way it drinks, but humor
it in these littie peculiarities and it bc-
cornes at once one of the most docile and
accommodating plants to be found in.
the whole floral kingdom.

The azalea demands a soil of peat or
wood-dirt. Peat is tbat soil whicb is
found in swamps, the accumulations of
htindreds of years of decayed vegeta-
tion. A good compost, or soul for this
plant is made as follows: One auart
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tained from almost any dealer in flor-
ist's supplies.

POTTINO

Having prepared the potting soul tbe
next tbing is to pot tbe plant. If the
plant bas ýcorne byf express and bas the
haIll of earth intact about the roots and
is dry, stand it in a saucer of water and
Jet it absorb all the water it can. By
this process you are able to gauge bow
mucb water it bas taken up. Note care-
fully the quantity, of water the roots
and plant wvill absorb, as this knowledge
will be of considerable value wben wa-
tering in the future.

Select a pot about one size larger
(not more) than the plant bas been
growiing in. Into this put about one
inch of draining material. For this pur-
pose charcoal is good, as it belps to
keep the soil from souring,- but pieces
of broken crock, coal cinders or pebbles
rnay be used. See that it is coarse
enough to leave crevices tbrough which
the water may freely pass. A tbin lay-
er of spbagnum or moss, the kind used
by flori.sts, spread over the top of this
material wiil prevent the eartb washing
down and blocking tbe drainage.

This careful preparation for draining
off all surplus water is absolutely neces-
sary. Owing to tbe peculiar root forma-
tion of this plant and the kind of soil
in wbicb it grows it is very hiable to
root unless ail surplus water is drained
away. Wherc good drainage has not
been provîded for, the water becomes
stagnant and the earth sour, generating
a low poison which is distasteful to some
plants and sure death to others. Among

lowing for about haîf an inch of space
between dhe finished soil and the top of
the pot. Press the soil down firmly.

If tbe plant bas the old eartb about
the roots,' place it in the centre of the
pot and fill in the space between tbe
plant and the pot with tbe soil prepared
for the purpose. The soil in this space
must be packed quite firmly, else the
water when applied will glide away f rom
the roots into this loose earth and out
tbrougb the drainage and be lost. Pack
it firmly and raise it slightly at tbe outer
edge,, leaving a depression in the cen-
tre which will retaÎn the water until it
has a chance to penietrate to d'e roots
of the plant.

If tbe plants are of the mailing size
and witb tbe roots denuded of earth,
sift the earth carefully about tbem,
pouring water on occasionally to settle.
After potting set it away for about a
week in a dark closet. Bring it gradu-
ally to the light and in about a week
from the time it is brougbt from the,
closet it will be ready for direct suni-
shine.

WÂTERING

The root formation of the azalea is
somnewhat peculiar and itis because of
this peculiarity that so many failures
are recorded. Unike most other plants,
its roots are a mass of fine fibrous
threads all matted and tangled' to-
getber, and tbe difficulty is to get water
to penetrate thîs mass. Many deatbs
from thirst might be recorded and yet
the owners water tbem every day; the
water passing off between d'e pot and
d'e hall of roots, leaving the inside
quite as dry as hefore.

While watering from the bottom is
not a method wbich we would recom-
mend generally, the azalea is sucb an


