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4. Occasionally draw on the board simple lessons dictated by
the olass.

5. If you have to ropeat the description of any part of a drawing
in giving o dictation lesson, use oxactly the same language as tho
first time, unless you were wrong.

Tho following lesson taken froin Walter Smith's Primary Man-
ual will sorve as a specimen dictation lesson :

“ Draw two straight lines of any given length, one horizontal,
ono vertical, and bisecting cach other. Divulo each half of each
line into two equal parts. Through the points of division, draw
lines forming a square, having its sides parallel with the first Jines
drawn. Connect the same points of division by oblique lines, form-
ing a second square within the first. Divide the sides of the first
square into three equal parts. On tho central parts draw isoscles
triangies with their apexes at tho ond sof the first two lines drawn.”

The above is a simple exerciso, but with practico elaborate sub
iocts may be drawn from dictation.

MeyorY Drawine.

It is o good plan to have tha pupils draw from memory some of
the subjects whickh they have been taught. Ifit did not take too
much time it would bo advisable to have them draw overy oxercise
in this manner a few days after it had first beon taught. A lesson
of this kind may be given profitably in school about once in two
weeks. The teacher should not let the pupils know what subject
is to be repeated until the time for the memory lesson has arrived.

The benefits to be derived from drawing from memory are:

1. The teacher is enabled to find the result of his teaching, as
this exercise shows how much of hislessons have been rememberad
by the pupils. Memory lessons in drawing correspond with reviews
in other subjects.

2. The pupil is certain to attend more carefully to the instruc-
tions given by the teacher when he knows that he may be called
upon to repeat from memory tho lesson he is receiving. In order
to compel attention the memory lesson should be marked more
highly than au ordinary drawing lesson.

8. The memory of the pupil will be developed.

In addition to the lessons given in school as recommended above,
it is well to give occasional drawing exercises to be done at home
from memory, These should not be done in the regular drawing
books, but in a special book or o separate sheets of paper. The
regular books should, of course, be left at school, otherwise the
drawing would not be done from memory.

PENMANSHIP IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

—

By W. B. RobinsoN, TEACEER o PENMANSHIP, ONTARIO Bust-
NESs COLLEGE, BELLEVILLE.
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Ono of the important ends of the vast means of our fres educa-
tional system should be to teach avery child 1a the land the art of
writing. The success or failure of this undertaking is of vital con-
sequonce to the interests of society. It therefore becomes neces-
sury, in view of this fact, o inquire not only into the agencies
employed, but the method of instruction relied upon for the accom-
plisbment of so vas. & work, with a view of obtaining the greatest
benefits with the least possiblo outlay of tima, labor, and expenss.

It was thought until within the past few years, that instruc-
tion could do little beyond dircoting imitation, and where this
faculty was found deficient, little if any success sttended the
offorts of either toachor or pupil. General failure in such
cases gave riso to the popular notion that all cannot be taught
to write, and thus the universal acquisition of writing by imitation
alone has proved, and mus$ continue to prove, a failure in about

of mechanism.

nine oases out of ten. Tho problem to bo solv.dis how to impart
practical knowledge of this art to everyindividusl in the land in the
most effective and expeditions manaer. ‘Thint it can bo done is no
longer doubted by practical, intelligont, sud oxperienced teachers
of the subject; but some more reiinble method than mere * imita-
tion,” it is ovident, must bo resurted to in order to sscure tho
rosult,

A good handwriting is looked upon as equivalont to a good trade
and, combinod with otherdesirable qualities, introduces its possessor
at oncoto an hounorable and lucrative position. Butsays one, “some
peoplo seem to be born good writers, while it is not natural for othors
to learn.” Men are not born good writers any more than they
are born good carpentors, expert shoomakers or good mechanics
of auy kind. It is only by the aid of proper instruction
and continued practice that a man becomes a goed ponman:
painter, watchmaker, a good artist, or an expert in any branch
Thoro are no competent nafur«l writers any
more than there are competent natural mechanics. It is very
{rue that ono porson may excel another without instruetion; but
there can be no approach to perfection by any person without
understanding and applying the principles of an art, and the best
8o called ** natural writer ” will be improved as much as the poorest
by o thorough training. Mauy are falsely captivated by the bold
easy dash of & mastor who overlook the means by which that ease
aud freedom has been acquired. Itis the result of careful study
and labour, and to imitate the end, wo should not shrink from the
beginning.

While our sci.col system is unsurpassed, in many respects, wo
are far behind our American cousins in this particular subject.

While on a tour through the United States last sammer, I visited
a number of public schools, and was struck with the uniformity
and legibility of the penmanship of all grades of pupils.
The samo system is there adopted in almost every school
and practiced in slmost every husiness house. An examin-
ation of the miscellaneous autographs on hotel regiscers and
other business writing that came under my observation, con-
vinced me that the Americans are, ag o nation, far better writers
than the Canadians. The cause of this difference in the psnman-
ship of two iutslligent nations, living side by side, can ecasily be
accounted for. The Americans have for the past thirty years ad-
hored to a uniformn standard system in their schools and colleges,
while in this country no special attention has been given to
the subject, and no particular system adopted in our schools.
A number of different systems are presented, and each teacher
adopts that which happens to suit his own fanoy. Thus, with
continual change of teachers, eacly, of course, preferring his owu
style, the system is continually changed and pupils asked from
time {o t{ime to abandon what they have partially learned and
commence in the new. Tho consequence is that, to-day, among
the great mass of divines, doctors, lawyers and graduates of liter-
ary institutions, we find a large majority bad, illegible writcrs. At
a competitive examination of the schools of one of tho leading
cities of Ontario, no less than thirteen different kinds of copy-books
were presented, and among them nine different siyles from the
same school.

That a change is necessary, and that a national standard systom
should be adopted in Canada is obvious to every porson giving
thought to the subject.

HOW TO INSTRUCT PRIMARY CLASSES.

Wlnle 1 am decidedly in favor of tesching the more advanced
pupils by elements, principles, &c., I do not believe in introducing
them at tho outset. The formation of lotters should bo taught on
slatos beforo the pon and ink are introduced. Tho first lessons



