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“ AGRICULTURE NOT ONLY GIVES RICHES TO A NATION, BUT THE ONLY RICHES SHE CAN CALL HER 0wWN"—Dr. Johnson.
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St Ageicuiture irthe great art which every government
mlt W protact, every proprietor of lands to practice,
every Inquiter into nature Improve.”—Ds JoArson.
-~

TORONTO, JUNE, 1843.

[

- HAY-MAKING,.
MHERE are but few departments of busi-
ness which demand more attention than
this ; for the weather adapted for making
&ood hay can seldom be depended upon,
“for a long period of time, together, the most
“vigilant citcumspection is therefore neces-
ity to insure the due performance of the
work. It requires a very experienced man
tobe a good mower, The farmer, or his
foreman in his absence, should examine the
swarths of each mower respectively, and
cantion them to mow or swing their scythe
perfectly level, and to cut the grass cloge
and clean at each stroke, and enforce upon
then the truth, that an inch at the bottom
. is worth two at the top.
-Mowing should commance at the early
dawn of day, and if the weather be fayoura-
ble, the swarths should be opened and well
spread; as soon as the dew ig off; and not as
is too much the case, be deferred uniil the
next day. As 80on as the upper surface
has become partially ery, which will gene-
sally be inthe course of four hours from
the period of spreading, the whole of the

grass must be again shaken dut, by which
means it will be cured in the least poesible
time and its colour and juices will be more
effectually retained, than if it be long ex«
posed in the same position to the sun. At
the close of the day just before the dew be-
gins to fali it should be collccted into
“windrows,” and if :ime and circumstances
will admit, into * foot-cocks” or * cacklets,”
cach weighing about 112 lbs., and lett dur-
ing the night. Oan the following morning
it should be again spread evenly over the
ground, and a few hours afterwards turned
and collected as before into windrows—and
may be carried to the stacks or barns, and
if 2 peck of salt be added to each ton of
hay made after the above directions; it will
be feund to retain its onginal colour and
sweetness. ‘The chief poiuts tobe observed
ary, to tnow the grass atsuch pertods as wifl
not admit all hands to be spreading, turn.
ing, raking, &c.: to preserve the hay as
much as possible from dew and ramns;
therefore to bring it into windrows, if not to
cock it at night-fall.

The above divections will be found to be
a litle different from those we gave a
twelvemonth since on the same subject—
the cssential features, however, are the
same, and will be found to work well if hon.
estly followed out,

It there be a prospect of a long continu-
ance of fine weather, and ifit be desirable to
have a congiderable quantity ready for
housing or stacking together, the following
may be adopted, and will be found parucu-
larly advantageous when therc are but fow
hands employed ; not to shake the grass as
much as above described; to draw it into
windrows every evening, and only to spread
and shake thewn out for 2 few hours in the
middle of the day, and to make it up in its
las: stage mto large cocks, containing fromn

four to six hundred weight eachy m.whlci
state it may be allowed to remsin and
sweat until the whole field le rcady for
housing. This; although not as good aplan
as the %ormer, will lessen labour, and will
be found to be an improvement gver the
common plan practiced in the country. The
methods above described are best suited for
fine weather, but when Weather 1s unfavous
able a less direct and more arduous one be-
comes necessary. Under such circuwssinnces
the chicf aim is to secure the making with
the least poxcible risk, and it ofien hap.
pens that the grass after being mown will
have to remain in swarth one or two day$;
but great care should be :uien that the swasthe
underneath do not becoine yglluw_ Or any WEY
discoluured, to prevent which it should be
shaken ont the momene the first aymptons ap.
pear, without any regard to the prospects of the
wenther becoming fiue. . ,

The process of making clover Lay is essenutial
ly different frum the above systems,

Clover should be mowss whon th fieads are
in fufl blessom. The proper tne will be indi-
cated by the leaves at the bottom of the plants
showing symgptons of decay, bat it is better to
cut carlicr than later, as the eror of cutting the
first crop too carly is fully comipensatsd by the
additional increasc of the second, and & muck
brtter chance is givon for the seed of the second
properly to matre. Clover being very suc
culent, rsquires great care, and much tine 10
dissipate its juices. It should be left in the
swarth during tho whole of the first dwy, and
at the evening or ‘'night fall” mey be collect:
cd into small cocks; averaging each a half
hundrcd weight— by tins arrsugement  cach
swarth will present 2 row of cocke, The se.
cond day theso may be spread dbfoad for a few
hours during the heat of the day, and then col
lected into large cocks, in which siate 1t should
remain for two or three dnys.

The delay of the issue of tlie prresent number
has frustrated our plans, as wt mtended to have
gwven full dirccuons on the cuting of the tender
clover plants.

Every farmer should be provided with & good
horso rake, by which the work will be greatly
facilitated,

Space forbids s to procecd farther,—we
would however remind our tricnde of the el
adage which cautions thettt to * inake hag
whilc thie sau shinea



