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T HE Springer Creek District in West Kootenay con-
cerning which so nuch has beeni heard during the

last few months, and of which we are likely to hear a great
deal more in the near future, comprises a tract of coui-

try at the foot of Slocan Lake the exact limnits of which

have never been accurately defined, but for purposes of

description it may conveniently b, considered to b)e
bounded on the iorth by the watershed or divide which
separates Teîi Mile fron Springer Creek, on the south
by the main waters of Leion Creek, on the west by

portions of Slocan River and Lake, and on the east by
the waterslied separating it fronm the Ainsworth district:
so that it covers a rouglylv estiînated area of about 150)
square miles, having a lengtlh fromt. east to west of solie
15 miles and a breadth froim north to south of ro miles.

The history of Springer Creek- is, practically speak-
inîg, its historv of the last vear, as until quite recently
but little legitimate prospectinîg wNas attenipted.

The first evidence we have of its being seriously re-
garded as a ninîîeralized region wvas in June, r893, when
amongst others Williamn Springer, wvhose nane the prin-
cipal creek nov bears, went prospecting iii the ieigh-
borhood for placer deposits, and coing across a pron-
ising quartz ledge, staked a claini which lie called the
Davtou, the creek adjoining, which is tributary to
Springer being now known as Dayton Creek. The
claini is thus described in the Nelson Tribune of Feb.
1oth, 1894: "It carries dry ore and is located iii the
granite belt, three miles east of and near the foot of
Slocan Lake, 20 miles fromî New )Denver. The vein is
2.',- feet wide, carrying 1o iches of pay ore, averaging
215 Ounces silver ard $21 gold per ton. The highest
assay was 920 ounces silver and $40 gold. Mr. Springer
has sold the claimi to Mr. Hanover tlI Salt Lake snelter
mani.

Nothing definite however, appears to have been done,
and the fortunes of the few prospectors who found their
way ilto Springer Creek were unrecorded until the fall
Of ninety-fôur when the nlow faious Arlington claii
was staked by C. E. Fielding and R. Cooper. The ap-
pearance of this at first indicated nothng very startling,
but when in April of last year the present magnificent
showing was disclosed as the result of two assessIents,
a tremendous excitement was caused at once, and pros-
pectors from all parts flocked in.

During the summner and fall nearly 300 claims were
staked in that district alone, and the receipts at the re-
cording office here in. New Denver were unprecedented.

Prospecting continuîed and reports of marvellous finds
kept conniîg n until the snow literally drove the pros-
pectors fron the hilis. Tiiese reports were backed up in,
niany instances by substantial assays. but as is onilv to be
expected from the lateness of the season at which iost of
them were discovered, few assessnents have yet been
done, and it reinains to be seen whether the ledges are
permanent; but it must be confessed that all of those
on which any developmeint has been attempted, have
muore than uplield the most sanguine opinions which
were forned of themn, and the Springer Creek District
seems destined at no distant date to supply that very
necessary article to the efficient and econoiic working
of home smnelters, a profitable dry ore.

As soon as ever the weather will permit numbers of
prospectors will be [in evidence to do the assessment

work on claims which they staked last fall, and I hait
lot the slightest doubt from what have alreadyee

that many splendid propositions will be brou ght to tll
The fornmtion of the cou ntry is generally concde tbt

he granite and it was largely on this account th3tthe
district was for so long disregarded, as it appears to
uany of the old prospectors had imaginarv rea
supposing it to be unpi-oductive.. A similar prejl tbe
appears to exist regarding sone of the mountailis 01e
westerni shore of the lake and as the reasons i1 ei
case were not very obvious, it nay be that the olle
prove as great a fallacy as the other; there certal
appears to be no reason why there should not be dis'
good ledges on that side ot the lake vet awaiting ia
coverv. However, regarding the actual forlat0o
Springer Creek, I don't think it is to be disP0 5e
quite so- easily as iany people imagine. So far "0 Or
liable geological explorations have been attem1Ptedi
at least if it lias the resuilts have not been inade P y
and no printed mnap whatever of the district exit
that it is impossible to speak autloritativelv resP e
the nature or exLent of the various formations.
are many reasons hovever for believing that the geCj
of that section is considerably more comuplicated tha
genlerally supposed.

True granite unîdoubtedly exists there in, large 4
tities, but dykes of porphyry, serpentine and otiher e
tive rocks, cut the formation in many places; linesto a,
slates and schists are also found in the immnediate
ity and it would presunptuous for mie to atteipt a
detailed description without first naking a thorotlgI "
compreliensive examination. ît

Another feature of the country which is diffica
explanation with the limited information at ny disP*
is the exact character and mode of formation of the d
Thev vary in width fron a few inches to several feet
dip at all angles, sone appearing alnost horizon1îu,
others again beingr nearly vertical. Speaking geieraîel
the true fissures trend east and west, while the SIa
ledges or stringers point north-east and south1e-W« t5
direct north and south. The district is usually regardi5?
as forming part of a large dry ore belt, but recet o
coveries tend to show that it contains paying Vet
propositions as well. . Of

The mnost noticeable mineral is of course argentite
sulphide of silver. This contains when pure 87t
cent. of silver -and is present in varying quaitti >
nearly all the veins. It is probably the most col10 i
occuring ore of silver and is found in large quaitl e
all the great silver-producing countries of the world ot
United States, Mexico, Germany, Chili, Peru, etc-do
it does lot appear to exist in paying quantities Ii Ca1 ed
outside of this district, except in one or two iso O'
cases. The ores all carry more or less gold in coi6J
tion with the silver and not infrequently you niay tie
visible evidence of both native gold and silver 1 go-
sanie specimien, which I believe is somîewhat of ail
omnalv and would serve to indicate the extremlle ricl
of the ore. {sí

Conitrary to geuieral belief the dry ore regiol, So ýe
as lias been observed, is not separated with any deo
of distinctness from the galena producing portio e
the district, and it is no unconimon thing to find '.
carrying both wet and dry ores. To illustrate t11 0
will instance the case of the Arlington. This clai å
before mentioned, was discovered by C. E. Fielding ,Cf
R. Cooper. It is situated some seven miles up sprida y
Creek and the p:esent showing, which is disclose ¢
the side of a small creek batik, is proroably the best
the district. It presents to view about seven feet Of e
ormously rich ore which, however, is someivhat pectof
of arrangement. Phe larger part of the vein consiste


