14 THE MINING

The Springer Creek District.

[BY HOWARD WEST, A. R. S. M.]

HE Springer Creek District in West Kootenay con-
cerning which so much has been heard during the
last few months, and of which we are likely to hear a great
deal more in the near future, comprises a tract of coun-
try at the foot of Slocan Lake the exact limits of which
have never been accurately defined, but for purposes of
description it may conveniently be¢ counsidered to be
bounded on the north by the watershed or divide which
separates Ten Mile from Springer Creek, on the south
by the main waters of Lemon Creek, on the west by
portions of Slocan River and Lake, and on the east by
the watershed separating it from the Xinswqrth district;
so that it covers a roughly estimated area of about 130
square miles, having a length from east to west of some
15 miles and a breadth from north to south of 10 miles.
The history of Springer Creek is, practically speak-
ing, its history of the last vear, as until quite recently
but little legitimate prospecting was attempted.

The first evidence we huve of its being seriously re-
garded as a mineralized region was in June, 1893, when
amougst others William Springer, whose name the prin-
cipal creek now bears, went prospecting in the neigh-
borhood for placer deposits, and comiug across a prom-
ising quartz ledge, staked a claim which he called the
Dayton, the creek adjoining, which is tributary to
Spriuger being now known as Dayton Creek. The
claim is thus described in the Nelson 777bune of Feb.
toth, 1894: *‘It carries dry ore and is located in the
granite belt, three miles east of and near the foot of
Slocan Lake. 20 miles from New Denver. The vein is
2} feet wide, carrving 1o inches of pay ore, averaging
215 ounces silver ard $21 gold per ton. The highest
assay was 920 ounces silver and $30 gold. Mr. Springer
has sold the claim to Mr. Hanover the Salt Lake smelter
man.’’

Nothing definite however, appears to have been done,
and the fortunes of the few prospectors who found their
way into Springer Creek were unrecorded until the fall
of ninety-four when the now famous Arlington claim
was staked by C. E. Fielding and R. Cooper. The ap-
pearance of this at first indicated nothiug very startling,
but when in April of last year the present magnificent
showing was disclosed as the result of two assessmients,
a tremendous excitement was caused at once, and Pros-
pectors from all parts flocked in. :

During the summer and fall nearly 300 claims were
staked in that district alone, and the receipts at the re-
cording office here in. New Denver were unprecedented.

Prospecting continued and reports of marvellous finds
kept conung in until the snow literally drove the pros-
pectors from the hills. These reports were backed up in
many 1nstances by substantial assays. but asisonly to be
expected from the lateness of the season at which most of
them were discovered, few assessments have yet been
done, and it remains to be seen whether the ledges are
permax_lent: but it must he confessed that all of thogse
on which any development has been attempted, have
more than upheld the most sanguine opinions which
were formed of them, and the Springer Creek District
seems destine_d at no distant date to supply that very
necessary article to the efficient and economic working
of home smelters, a profitable dry ore.

As soon as ever the weather will permit numbers of
prospectors will be {in evidence to do the assessment
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work on claims which they staked last fall, and I haf:
not the slightest doubt from what I have already $ Bt
that mauy splendid propositions will be brought t0 1159
The formation of the country is generally .conce ethc
be granite and it was largely on this account tha pet
district was for so long disregarded, as it appear® “g
many of the old prospectors had imaginary l‘easo.ﬂs it
supposing it to be unptreductive.. A similar prej¥ the
appears to exist regarding some of the mountains OI.Iher
western shore of the lake and as the reasons ift eit’
case were not very obvious, it may be that the on€
prove as great a fallacy as the other: there certd of
appears to be no reason why there should not be di;'
good ledges on that side of the lake vet awaiting "
covery. However, regarding the actual formatlodof
Springer Creek, I don’t think it is to be diSPOSeﬂ?’
quitc so easily as many people imagine. So far no o
liable geological explorations have been attempt® i,liC
at least if it has the results have not been made P g
and no printed map whatever of the district ex!$ St'igg
that it is impossible to speak authoritatively respéy
the nature or extent of the various formations. 108
are many reasons however for believing that the g€° g ¥
of that section is considerably more complicated t
generally supposed. gt
True granite undoubtedly exists there in large q‘;up.
tities, but dykes of porphyry, serpentine and other e e
tive rocks, cut the formation in many places; Hme o
slates and schists are also found in the immediate V! of
ity and it would presumptuous for me to attempt 2 w o0

detailed description without first making a thorotlg11 8
It
sah

comprehensive examination.

Another feature of the country which is diffic®
explanation with the limited information at my disp i
is the exact character and mode of formation of the ¥¢ ol
They vary in width from o few inches to several €€ igly
dip at all angles, some appearing almost horiz® 11y
others again being nearly vertical. Speaking geﬂera]fd
the true fissures trend east and west, while the 5%
ledges or stringers point north-east and soutl'l-“'ebded
direct north and south. The district is usually reg? J
as forpnng part of a large dry ore belt, but recent oft
coveries tend to show that it contains paying W¢
propositions as well. o OF

The most noticeable mineral is of course arge“tlte f
sulphide of silver. This contains when pure 87! 519
cent. of silver-and is present in varying quant!™
nearly all the veins. It is probably the most coﬂ?u.lc; i»
occuring ore of silver and is found in large quantit’ye
all the great silver-producing countries of the worl "ot
United States, Mexico, Germany, Chili, Peru, etC:' s
it does not appear to exist in paying quantities in Ca? 10l
outside of this district, except in one or two iso.laﬂC'
cases. The ores all carry more or less gold in con]“ﬁﬂd
tion with the silver and not infrequently vou may the
visible evidence of both native gold and silver o
same specimen, which I believe is somewhat of 8%
omaly and would serve to indicate the extreme rich?
of the ore. 3

Contrary to general belief the dry ore region, sogfe‘
as has been observed, is not separated with any dez”f
of distinctness from the galena producing pol’tioﬂ g
the district, and it is no uncommon thing to find l.edwe
carrying both wet and dry ores. To illustrate th1® g5
will instance the case of the Arlington. This Cla‘m'ﬂd
before mentioned, was discovered by C. E. Fielding gef
R. Cooper. It is situated some seven miles up SPrld o
Creek and the p:esent showing, which is disclos®, i
the side of a small creek bank, is propably the D€,y
the district. It presents to view about seven feet O ggf
ormously rich ore which, however, is somewhat P€€, f#
of arrangement. ‘The larger part of the vein consist



