
LORD ELGIN

between the colonial office and the island legis-
lature, and obtained permission for the latter to
manage this affair in its own way. He recognized
the fact, obvious enough to any one conversant with
the affairs of the island, that the tariff in question
was absolutely necessary to relieve it from financial
ruin, and that any strenuous interference with the
right of the assembly to control its own taxes and
expenses would only tend to create complications
in the government and the relations with the parent
state. He was convinced, as he wrote to the colonial
office, that an indispensable condition of his useful-
ness as a governor was "a just appreciation of the
difficulties with which the legislature of the island
had yet to contend, and of the sacrifices and exer-
tions already made under the pressure of no ordinary
embarrassments."

Here we sec Lord Elgin, at the very commence-
ment of his career as a colonial governor, fully alive
to the economic, social, and political conditions of
the country, and anxious to give its people every
legitimate opportunity to carry out those measures
whieh they believed, with a full knowledge and
experience of their own affairs, were best calculated
to promote their own interests. We shall see later
that it was in exactly the same spirit that he
administered Canadian questions of much more
serious import.

Though his government in Jamaica was in every
sense a success, he decided not to remain any
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